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RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Signum Classics
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: SIGCD459
Barcode: 635212045923
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
The King's Singers

The King's Singers Christmas Songbook

 

World-renowned a cappella group, and national treasures, The King’s Singers follow their recent 'Great American Songbook' 
album with the Christmas equivalent, on a disc that pays homage to the group’s roots whilst acknowledging their current 
passion for swing.
 
Traditional favourites such as “The holly and the ivy,” “In the bleak midwinter,” and the beautiful Austrian carol “Still, Still,
Still,” jockey for position amongst modern-day classics like “Winter Wonderland,” “Frosty the Snowman” and “Sleigh
Ride.” All are presented in new arrangements by some of the group’s favourite arrangers: Berty Rice, Keith Roberts and
Alexander L’Estrange.

Repertoire
Ding Dong, merrily on high, Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, 
Have Yourself a merry little Christmas, In the bleak midwinter, It came upon the midnight clear,
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, O holy night, Santa Claus is coming to town,
Silent Night, Sleigh Ride, Still, still, still, The first Nowell, The holly and the ivy, 
The little boy that Santa Claus forgot, Carol of the Bells, We wish you a merry Christmas,
White Christmas, Winter wonderland



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Kings College Cambridge
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: KGS0017
Barcode: 822231701729
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
The King's Men

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
KGS006 After Hours
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5ZckoJiCYE

Twelve Days of Christmas
The King's Men

The King’s Men is the close-harmony vocal group formed by the current choral scholars of King’s College, Cambridge.
Following on from the success of their 2014 release, 'After Hours', which topped the iTunes Classical Charts in June
2014, for their latest album on the college’s own label, the King’s Men showcase the lighter side of their seasonal
repertoire, performing a mixture of Christmas tunes you won’t be hearing in 'Nine Lessons and Carols' any time soon.
Highlights include traditional favourites such as “Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer” alongside Pat Dunachie (now first
alto in the King’s Singers) channelling Mariah Carey on “All I want for Christmas is You” and Keith Robert’s jocular
arrangement of “12 Days of Christmas”.
Unlike many close-harmony groups, the King’s Men record together, balancing their voices acoustically instead of
tracking each voice individually. What this approach sacrifices in precision, it more than makes up for in musical
cohesion. Whether you’re dreaming of a white Christmas, drowning in Christmas cards, waiting to catch a glimpse of
Rudolph’s red nose or simply wondering when all of those lords will stop a-leaping all over your lawn, this is an essential
addition to your Christmas playlist.
The King’s Men ensemble have appeared on prime-time television, including BBC’s The One Show and regularly
promote their releases in-store and online. Trailers for their previous release, 'After Hours', have proved incredibly
popular, receiving over 40,000 views on their YouTube channel, and 'Twelve Days of Christmas' will receive similarly
strong support.

1. The Angel Gabriel
2. Rudolf the Red-nosed Reindeer
3. Quel est c’est odeur
4. Dormi, dormi
5. Have yourself a merry little Christmas
6. Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snow!
7. White Christmastime
8. Santa baby
9. Schristmas Song
10. All I want for Christmas
11. I wish it could be Christmas
12. Christmas cards
13. Twelve Days of Christmas



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Mariinsky
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: MAR0593
Barcode: 822231859321
MID Price
Format: 2 HYBRID SACDS
Packaging: cristal
Mariinsky Orchestra
Valery Gergiev

TCHAIKOVSKY: The Nutcracker, Symphony No. 4
Mariinsky Orchestra
Valery Gergiev

On the 18th December, 1892 at the Imperial Mariinsky Theatre, 'The Nutcracker' was first introduced to the world. Now,
almost 125 years since that opening night and from the very same hall, the Mariinsky’s current Artistic Director, Valery
Gergiev, reveals only his second recording of Tchaikovsky’s ballet masterpiece. A perfectly judged realisation of one of
classical music’s most cherished works.
Gergiev is an expert in Tchaikovsky’s music and his interpretations of 'The Nutcracker are among the most celebrated:
"Gergiev takes us back to that first light of inspiration, and his orchestra plays as if guided by the composer’s own hand."
The New York Times
Based upon E.T.A. Hoffmann’s tale of a young girl’s magical Christmas Eve, 'The Nutcracker' has become an essential
part of festive celebrations the world over. Adored for pieces like 'The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy' and 'The Waltz of
the Flowers', it contains some of Tchaikovsky’s most popular work and is perhaps the most famous ballet music ever
written.
Closing the album is Tchaikovsky’s powerfully emotional Fourth Symphony. As the composer wrote, it is "patterned after
Beethoven’s Fifth" and is well known for its theme of ‘fate’, announced by the ominous recurring fanfare that holds the
unique symphonic form together.
This coupling displays two very different sides of Tchaikovsky’s music, illustrating him as a complex man who battled to
balance inner turmoils as well as utmost joy. Perhaps summed up by the final line of Tchaikovsky’s famous programme
note:
"Reproach yourself and do not say that all the world is sad. Simple but strong joys do exist. Rejoice in other’s rejoicing.
To live is still bearable."



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: LSO Live
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: LSO5078
Barcode: 822231507826
BUDGET Price
Format: 2 CDs
Packaging: cristal
Yefim Bronfman
London Symphony Orchestra
Valery Gergiev
 
ALSO AVAILABLE:
LSO0682 Romeo & Juliet complete
Disc of the Year & Orchestral Award Winner, 
BBC Awards 2011
 
BBC Radio 3, Building A Library
Modern Choice - February 2010 
 

STRAVINSKY: The Firebird
BARTOK: Piano Concerto No 3, The Miraculous Mandarin
PROKOFIEV: Excerpts from Romeo & Juliet Suite No 2

On 24th October 2015 at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center, Valery Gergiev took to the rostrum for his penultimate
concert as Principal Conductor of the London Symphony Orchestra. An explosive programme of Stravinsky, Bartók and
Prokofiev - repertoire that always fires Gergiev’s imagination - this live recording captures a major milestone in the
Orchestra’s history. The first LSO Live release made outside of the Orchestra’s Barbican home, it showcases the very
best music-making that Gergiev and the LSO can produce.
Stravinsky’s Firebird was an instant hit with audience and critics alike at its 1910 premiere it is a constant in Gergiev’s
repertoire. 
Piano Concerto No 3 is Bartók’s final work, completed only four days before he succumbed to a long battle with
leukaemia. The New York Times found Yefim Bronfman’s interpretation of Piano Concerto No 3 "brilliantly charismatic"
and he is an acknowledged master of the great Hungarian’s music, winning a Grammy award for his 2009 recording of all
three Bartók Piano Concertos.
A story of prostitution and violence, 'The Miraculous Mandarin', performed here in the suite version, is dramatic,
mysterious and sinister. Incredibly entertaining, it’s now one of Bartók’s most well-known works and never fails to lure the
listener into a deep, dark world of seduction and horror. The LSO’s performance of the work on tour was met with critical
acclaim:
Closing the album is the encore from the concert, excerpts from Prokofiev’s incredibly popular ballet 'Romeo & Juliet'.
That Gergiev chose this work to close his farewell concerts is not surprising, as the music and its composer have special
signficance for the conductor and for the LSO. 2016 sees the world mark the 125th anniversary of Prokofiev’s birth and
Gergiev has long been a champion of the great Russian’s music. His award-winning recording of the complete score on
LSO Live is among the best-selling on the label, winning BBC Music Magazine
Best Orchestral recording of 2011.

"an outstanding performance of the complete Firebird ballet. Gergiev, hands constantly aflutter, brought even the most
insignificant transition passages to vivid life." The Guardian

"Gergiev clearly adores this piece, and put his whole soul into the performance." The Telegraph

"The concert was the last in a series pairing Bartók with Stravinsky, composers Gergiev has always done well.
He opened with the suite from The Miraculous Mandarin… its dark sonorities and rhythmic complexities superbly
judged." The Guardian



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Pan Classics
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: PC10351
Barcode: 7619990103511
MID Price
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: digipack
Miriam Feuersinger [soprano]
Flavio Ferri-Benedetti [alto]
Dino Lüthy [tenor]
Raitis Grigalis [baritone]
Musica Fiorita
Daniela Dolci [organ, harpsichord & musical
direction]

HANDEL: Messiah
Musica Fiorita
Daniela Dolci

Handel’s 'Messiah' is already very well-represented on the CD market with dozens of existing recordings and new
productions appearing at regular intervals. Yet this is a very special version, carefully crafted, Halle Händel Edition in
hand, from a Basel-based selection of fine vocal soloists and instrumentalists who have all graduated from the
world-famous Schola Cantorum Basiliensis.
Under the fine direction of Daniela Dolci, singers Miriam Feuersinger, Flavio Ferri-Benedetti, Dino Lüthy and Raitis
Grigalis join the ensemble Musica Fiorita for a moving studio recording made in October 2015. For obtaining the nuanced
sound aesthetics which define this recording, the chosen cast is deliberately small: alongside the soloists, two voices per
part were used for the choir, whereas the instrumental ensemble is composed of two violins and one oboe per part as
well as a viola, cello, bassoon, violone, two theorbos, two harpsichords and two positive organs for the basso continuo
group. The optimal balance is achieved with the use of natural trumpets without finger holes. All in all, a welcome breath
of fresh air for one of the best-known compositions of all times.

ALSO AVAILABLE: PC10296 Caldara Requiem
“Caldara is one of the finest composers of the high baroque, his music distinctively coloured and often achingly
expressive...Dolci and her Basel-based band play with an understated grace that suits the spirit of this music.” Sunday
Times, 2nd March 2014



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: LSO Live
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: LSO0675
Barcode: 822231167525
SPECIAL Price
Format: 5 SACD+1 BD
Packaging: box set
Monica Groop, Peter Mattei, 
London Symphony Chorus
London Symphony Orchestra
Sir Colin Davis

Recorded live in DSD at the Barbican Hall,
between 2002 and 2008
5 SACD Hybrid + 1 Pure Audio Blu-ray,
Audio 2.0 stereo and multi-channel 5.1

SIBELIUS: Symphonies 1-7
Kullervo, The Oceanides, Pohjola’s Daughter
London Symphony Orchestra
Sir Colin Davis

"This might turn out to be the finest Sibelius cycle on disc ... superbly handled by these fine players under a master
Sibelian." The Observer

Sir Colin Davis was instrumental in the development and success of LSO Live, including the label’s first Grammy award.
He also played a huge part in the pre-eminence of the LSO across the globe for more than 50 years. A ‘master Sibelian’
his landmark cycle of the complete symphonies on LSO Live has been described as possibly "the finest Sibelius cycle on
disc" by The Observer.
The original SACD Hybrid albums and accompanying CD boxed set are among the most successful and popular
recordings on the label and they’re now presented as one complete SACD Hybrid and Pure Audio Blu-ray collection,
bringing together 'Kullervo' with 'Pohjola’s Daughter', not available onthe original CD boxed set, and 'The Oceanides',
previously only available as part of the limited edition 'Sir Colin Davis Anthology'.
Sibelius was one of the 20th century’s greatest and most innovative symphonists, reworking the traditional symphonic
structure as radically as Beethoven did in his day. His music is characterised by beauty, mystery, colour and light,
together with his strong love for his native Finnish homeland. Praised for their sound quality as well as the music-making,
this digibox set of classic LSO Live recordings also features a Pure Audio Blu-ray, containing HD master audio, allowing
listeners to experience this award-winning cycle in a whole new way.

Since the first release, Sir Colin’s Sibelius cycle has been met with critical acclaim:
WINNER Best Choral Recording 2007 BBC Music Magazine Awards (Kullervo)
WINNER Choc de l’année 2007 Le Monde de la Musique / Classica (Symphony No 2)
WINNER Best Discs of the Year 2008 Audiophile Audition (Symphonies Nos 1 & 4)
NOMINEE Recording of the Year 2007 Classical Brit Awards (Kullervo)
Editor’s Choice Gramophone (Symphonies Nos 3 & 7)
Best Buy Classic FM (Symphonies Nos 3 & 7)
Disc of the Month Gramophone (Symphony No 2)
BBC Music Magazine Choice (Symphonies Nos 5 & 6)



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Christophorus
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: CHR77404
Barcode: 4010072774040
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Claire Lefilliâtre [soprano]
Hans-Jörg Mammel [tenor]
Choeur de Chambre de Namur
La Fenice
Jean Tubéry [direction]

SCHUTZ: Weihnachtshistorie / The Christmas Story
La Fenice / Jean Tubéry 

Christophorus now reissues a 2003 recording previously on French label K617 but long discontinued, featuring Claire
Leffiliâtre, Hans-Jörg Mammel, the Choeur de Chambre de Namur and La Fenice, all under the direction of Jean Tubéry.
Heinrich Schütz’s 'Weihnachsthistorie' of 1660 is definitely one of the composer’s masterpieces, and reminds the listener
by its sheer beauty and its obvious quality, why it achieved such a resounding success upon its first performance in
Dresden. Many choirs requested the composer’s authorisation to perform it as part of their Christmas liturgy, but Schütz
quickly took steps to ensure control over performances, mindful of his rights. In this case, musical inspiration and
business sense unquestionably went hand in hand!

1 J. H. SCHEIN: Mach dich auf, werde Licht, Zion from Opella Nova II (1626)
Claire Lefilliâtre (S), Hans-Jörg Mammel (T)
2 Matthias WECKMANN: Gegrüsset seist Du, Holdselige! 
Claire Lefilliâtre (S), Hans-Jörg Mammel (T)
3 SCHUTZ: Magnificat anima mea SWV 468 
Claire Lefilliâtre (S), Renaud Tripathi (HC), Hans-Jörg Mammel (T), Etienne Debaisieux (B)
4-13 Weihnachtshistorie SWV 435 Christmas Story · Histoire de la Nativité
Claire Lefilliâtre (Der Engel), Hans-Jörg Mammel (Evangelist)
14 SCHUTZ: Hodie Christus SWV 456 
Claire Lefilliâtre, Julie Vallée-Gendre (S), Renaud Tripathi (HC), Hans-Jörg Mammel (T),
Thomas Van Essen (Bar), Etienne Debaisieux (B)



RELEASE DATE
14TH OCTOBER 2016

Label: Accent Records
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: ACC24322
Barcode: 4015023243224
SPECIAL Price
Format: 4 CD
Packaging: box set
Barthold Kuijken [transverse flute]
Sigiswald Kuijken [violin & viola da gamba]
Wieland Kuijken [viola da gamba & cello]
Robert Kohnen [harpsichord]
René Jacobs [countertenor]
The Parnassus Ensemble

TELEMANN: Music for Flute
Barthold Kuijken

This 4-CD set presents the recordings of Georg Philipp Telemann’s music for transverse flute made by Barthold Kuijken
for the Accent label. His technical and artistic mastery can be heard both a solo (his legendary recording of the 12
Fantasias for solo flute are included here) and together with some of his long-standing chamber music partners, including
his brothers Sigiswald (violin) and Wieland (viola da gamba), and Robert Kohnen (harpsichord). To the beautiful,
complete set of Sonate metodiche, this inspired and inspiring survey adds the Suite in D minor for flute, violin and
continuo, the Quartet in G major for flute, 2 violas da gamba and continuo, and the Cantata 'Ihr Völker hört', with the
guest appearance of countertenor René Jacobs. Yet another important step in the current reappreciation of Telemann’s
exquisite compositional output.

CD 1 Twelve Fantasias for transverse flute without bass
CD 2 Sonate metodiche a Flauto traverso 1-6
CD 3 Continuation des Sonates méthodiques 7-12
CD 4 Suite VI D minor for transverse flute, violin and continuo TWV 42:d3
Cantata 'Ihr Völker, hört' TWV 01:921 
Quartet G major for transverse flute, 2 viole da gamba & b.c. TWV43
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