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8TH DECEMBER 2014

Label: harmonia mundi 
File Under: Classical/Opera & 
Vocal 
Catalogue No: HMX2908716 
Barcode: 3149020871645 
BUDGET Price 
Format: 2015 CATALOGUE CD 
Packaging: 1 cd book 
Marlis Peterson [Pamina] 
Daniel Behle [Tamino] 
Daniel Schmutzhard [Papageno] 
Sunhae Im [Papagena] 
Marcos Fink [Sarastro] 
Anna-Kristiina Kaappola [Queen of the Night] 

MOZART: The Magic Flute 
[famous scenes] 
Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin 

  

RIAS Kammerchor 
  

René Jacobs 
  

Gramophone Editor’s Choice 
  

BBC Music Magazine Opera Choice 
  

The Times Classical CD of the Week 
  

Daily Telegraph Classical CD of the Week 
  

Sunday Times Classical CD of the Week 
  

TheArtsDesk Opera of the Month 
  

Gramophone Critics’ Choice 
  

CD Review Critics’ Pick of the Year 
  

BBC Music Magazine Award Winner 

  

"Never on disc have I heard this strange love story so vibrantly brought to life. Using a stage atmosphere, the acting in 
the linking dialogue is superb, and voices perfectly related to characters. Marlis Petersen, as Pamina, delights with her 
silvery soprano, her lover, Tamino, given to the beautiful lyric voice of Daniel Behle. Daniel Schmutzhard is a charming 
Papageno, but it is the inspirational conducting of Rene Jacobs and his period instrument orchestra that makes the 

  

release so very special. Fabulous." 
David Denton, Yorkshire Post, 10 September 2010 

  

“his youthful cast gives huge pleasure: Marlis Petersen’s radiant Pamina, Daniel Behle’s lyrical, aristocratic Tamino and 
Daniel Schmutzhard’s garrulous Papageno are among the finest sung on disc, and Anna-Kristiina Kappola’s steely-toned 
Queen of the Night doesn’t miss a stitch in her coloratura runs.  With uniformly excellent choral and small-part solo 

  

singing and orchestral playing, this is a Flute for high days and holidays.” 

  

Hugh Canning, CLASSICAL CD OF THE WEEK, Sunday Times, 19 September 2010 
  
"I suspect I shall reach for this new recording as often as any, for its bubbling, crackling theatricality and an eager, yet 
unforced sense of fun that never short-changes the opera's central message of human enlightenment." 
Richard Wigmore, Gramophone Editor's Choice, Awards Issue 2010 
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Label: harmonia mundi 
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Vocal music 
Catalogue No: HMX2907422 
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BUDGET Price:  
Format: 2015 CATALOGUE 
CD  
Packaging: 1 cd book 
Mark Padmore [tenor] 

  

Lucy Crowe [soprano] 
  

The English Concert 
Andrew Manze 

HANDEL: As Steals the Morn 
Arias & Scenes for Tenor 
Mark Padmore 
The English Concert 
Andrew Manze 

BBC Music Magazine Award Winner 2008 
Gramophone Editor's Choice April 2007 
Daily Telegraph Classical CD of the Week 
Opera Disc of the Month 
Independent on Sunday Classical Albums of the Year 

"This is one of the most alluring recitals of its kind that has come my way for a very long time" 
BBC Music Magazine, May 2007, *****/***** 

" Andrew Manze's luscious, full-bodied conducting of The English Concert provides a wonderful cushion for Padmore's 
exquisite sound, and the title track, a pastoral duet (with soprano Lucy Crowe) from L'Allegro, Il Penseroso, Ed Il 
Moderato, is a delight." Warwick Thompson, London Metro 30/3  

"This Handel collection shows the tenor Mark Padmore at his considerable best, the voice mellifluous, smooth and in 
impeccable physical order, heart and mind precisely tuned to whatever demands the composer’s work places on them. 
The music ranges wide, from the furious to the seraphic, the tragic to the joyful... But the highlight is “Waft her, angels”, 
from Jephtha, which in this artfully simple performance seems the most touching music ever." Stephen Petitt,  
Sunday Times 1st April 07 

"Mark Padmore’s recital of Handel arias concludes with, and takes its name from, a ravishing duet from L’Allegro. Sung 
with Lucy Crowe, and accompanied with great sensitivity and subtlety by The English Consort under Andrew Manze, this 
radiant hymn to reason is an apt motto for a singer whose ability to marry feeling and thought is unparalleled. A 
fascinating collection that makes one long for the second volume." Anna Picard, 5*****, The Independent on Sunday, 
15th April 2007 



RELEASE DATE
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Label: harmonia mundi 
File Under: Christmas 
Catalogue No: HMA1951605 
Barcode: 3149020160534 
BUDGET Price 
Format: 1 CD 
  
DIGIPACK 
Sibylla Rubens 

  

Sarah Connolly 

  

Christoph Prégardien 

  

Peter Kooy 

J.S.BACH: Advent Cantatas 
Collegium Vocale Gent 
Philippe Herreweghe 

BWV36 'Schwingt freudig euch empor' 
BWV61 'Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland' 
BWV62 'Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland' 

Surely one of the greatest gifts the Lutheran Church ever made to music was to have charged Bach with the duty of 
producing a cantata for every week of the year! He left us no fewer than three for the first Sunday in Advent alone, 
composed between 1714 (at Weimar) and 1724-31 (at Leipzig). 
They are inspired in very different ways by Luther's original chorale: it is as if all of baroque Germany is contained 
between the sobriety of BWV 61 and the ambitious frescoes of BWV 36 and 62... 

“Forty years after its foundation it’s all too easy to take the excellence and consistency of Collegium Vocale Ghent for 
granted: back in 1970 there wasn’t any such ensemble in mainland Europe. Philippe Herreweghe, a psychiatry student, 
founded CVG to put his ideas into practice…CVG became part of the first complete Bach cantata project for Telefunken, 
Herreweghe, at hospital in the day, conducting his choir in the evening sessions… Presentation is exemplary: top quality 
at mid price, and a birthday gift that really will keep on giving.” Andrew McGregor, BBC Music Magazine, June 2010 



RELEASE DATE
8TH DECEMBER 2014

Label: harmonia mundi 
File Under: Christmas 
Catalogue No: HMA1951310 
Barcode: 3149020131039 
BUDGET Price 
Format: 1 CD 
DIGIPACK 
Martin Hummel, 
Maria Cristina Kiehr, 
Susanne Norin, 
Hanne Mari Orbaek, 
Susanne Rydén, 
Andreas Scholl, 
Akira Tachikawa, 
Gerd Türk, 
Matthias Widmaier, 
Werner Güra & Andreas Lebeda 

SCHUTZ: Weihnachts-Historie SWV435,  
Heute ist Christus geboren SWV439 
Kleine Geistliche Konzerte (Andere Theil Op. 9 1639) 

Concerto Vocale
 
 

René Jacobs 
  

René Jacobs invites you to rediscover this Christmas Story, probably the most popular work of Heinrich Schütz. In his 
twilight years, the greatest 17th-century German composer brilliantly combined Lutheran fervour with Italianate recitative. 
This title was released for the first time in 1990 and just look at the singers involved! 
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Label: harmonia mundi 
File Under: Christmas 
Catalogue No: HMA1958199 
Barcode: 3149020819937 
BUDGET Price 
Format: 1 CD 
DIGIPACK 
orgue de la Sainte Chappelle du Chateau Ducal 
de Chambéry, 

  
  

orgue Serassi de la Cathédrale de Tende 
  
  
  

[comte de Nice] 

Christmas on the organs of Tende & Chambéry
René Saorgin

Carillon of the Chateau des Ducs de Savoie
BACH: Pastorale in F major, BWV590
BALBASTRE: Quand Jésus naquit à Noël, A la venue de Noël, Joseph est bien marié,
Il est un petit l'ange, Comment tu oze petite Rose, Au jô deu de pubelle, 
Noël - Où vont ces gais bergers? Ah ma voisine es-tu fâchée, Tous les bourgeois de Châtres,
Qué tu grô Jan, quei folie, Votre bonté grand dieu, Joseph revenant un jour
DAQUIN: Noël provençal in G major
ZIPOLI: Pastorale

René Saorgin on the historic organs of Tende and Chambéry, discover the delightful noëls of Balbastre and a whole
collection of pastoral pieces for organ, not to mention the carillons of Chambéry. 
This title was released for the first time in 2006.
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Label: Les Arts Florissants 
Editions 
File Under: Classical/Choral 
Catalogue No: AF004 
Barcode: 3149028063127 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 CD 
Packaging: digipack 
Tim Mead [countertenor] 
Sean Clayton [tenor] 
Lisandro Abadie [baritone] 
Les Arts Florissants 
William Christie [direction] 

Music for Queen Caroline 
Les Arts Florissants 
William Christie 

The King shall rejoice - Coronation Anthem, HWV260 (1727) 
Te Deum in D major, 'Queen Caroline', HWV280 (1714) 
The ways of Zion do mourn - Funeral Anthem for Queen Caroline, HWV 264 (1737) 

Caroline of Ansbach, [actually Wilhelmina Charlotte Caroline von Brandenburg-Ansbach] wife of King George II, 
remarkably beautiful patron of the arts and sciences, considered Handel an esteemed confidant. It was in Hanover that 
Caroline first encountered Handel, actively encouraging his appointment as Kapellmeister there in 1710, and it was 
apparently at her behest that he composed five of his Italian chamber duets. With the accession of the elector as George 
I in 1714, Caroline became Princess of Wales and on his death, in 1727, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, consort of 
King George II. Three inspired works by the composer, including the magnificent Funeral Anthem, testify to the 
astonishing friendship between this monarch and artist. The latter was entrusted with the solemn music composed for the 
grand ceremonies that marked the reign: 'The King shall rejoice', given for the King’s coronation, the 'Queen Caroline' Te 
Deum written for her own ascension to the throne, and 'The Ways of Zion do mourn' performed at her funeral in 1737. 
When she died unexpectedly at the age of 54 her passing was much lamented. Quipped one irreverent wit, “O Death, 
where is thy sting / To take the Queen and leave the King?” This recording brings together, for the first time, three works 
underlining the strong link between the monarch and his favourite composer. 
The vocal and instrumental ensemble Les Arts Florissants is one of the most renowned and respected early music  
groups in the world. Dedicated to the performance of baroque music on original instruments, the ensemble was founded 
in 1979 by the Franco-American harpsichordist and conductor William Christiewho directs it to this day, and takes its 
name from a short opera by Marc-Antoine Charpentier. 
Les Arts Florissants played a pioneering role in the resurgence of interest in the French musical world for a repertoire 
which had up until then been neglected (in particular unearthing many treasures from the collections of the Bibliothèque 
Nationale de France) but which is now widely performed and admired: not only 17th century French repertoire but also 
European music of the 17th and 18th centuries.  
Includes a new short story commisioned by les Arts Florissants from distinguished American writer Douglas Kennedy. 
  
William Christie will be on the cover of Early Music Today 
  
Interviewed in Gramophone 
  
ADVERTISED IN BBC MUSIC & GRAMOPHONE MAGAZINES 
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8TH DECEMBER 2014

Label: Heritage 
File Under: Classical/Secular 
Vocal music 
Catalogue No: HTGCD283/4 
Barcode: 5060332661022  2 
FOR 1 PRICE 
Format: 2 CD 
Packaging: cristal 
John Shirley-Quirk [bass-baritone] 
Martin Isepp (harpsichord and piano) 
Ambrose Gauntlett (viola da gamba)  
Nona Liddell, Ivor McMahon (violins),   
Eric Parkin (piano) 

English Song
John Shirley-Quirk

CD1: VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: Songs of Travel (Stephenson), Linden Lea (Barnes), Silent Noon (Rossetti), IRELAND: Sea
Fever (Masefield), STANFORD: Drake’s Drum, The Old Superb (Newbolt), 
KEEL Trade Winds, WARLOCK: Captain Stratton’s Fancy (Masefield), 
BUTTERWORTH: Six Songs from ‘A Shropshire Lad’ (Houseman), MOERAN: Three Songs from ‘Ludlow Town’
(Houseman)
CD2: PURCELL/Tippett & Bergmann: Man is for the woman made, Music for a while,    
‘Twas within a furlong of Edinburgh Town, PURCELL/Britten: When night her purple veil,    
HUMFREY/Tippett & Bergmann: A Hymne to God the Father, 
IRELAND: Five Songs to poems by Thomas Hardy, Songs Sacred and Profane

As a tribute to the late John Shirley-Quirk, Heritage is proud to re-issue the recordings he made of English song for the
SAGA label in the 1960s. Three LPs were originally laid down: 'Songs of Travel', 'A Recital of English Song' and 'The
Songs of John Ireland' and they appear here as a double CD. The performances are considered by many to be definitive
and the present collection, re-mastered from the original tapes, appears by kind permission of the SAGA Continuation
Trust. 
The recordings have not been available in CD format for 20 years which makes this Heritage release highly anticipated. 

John Stanton Shirley-Quirk CBE (28 August 1931-7 April 2014) was an English bass-baritone who started his working life
as a chemistry lecturer before becoming a member of the English Opera Group from 1964 to 1976. His early singing
career began as a member of the Purcell Singers and as a lay clerk at St. Paul’s Cathedral. He went on to give premiere
performances of several operatic and vocal works by Benjamin Britten, recording these and other works under the
composer's direction. He sang and recorded a wide range of repertoire by other composers and consequently his
discography is huge. His vocal style is characterised  by a rich and smooth timbre coupled with a level of musicality
which enabled him to interpret the music he was singing with great profundity. 



RELEASE DATE
8TH DECEMBER 2014

Label: Heritage 
File Under: Classical/Orchestral 
Catalogue No: HTGCD285 
Barcode: 5060332661039 
MID Price 
Format: 1 CD 
Packaging: cristal 
John Turner [recorder] 
Eliza Marshall [flute] 
John Anderson [oboe] 
Ian Scott [clarinet] 
David Mckee [bassoon] 
Royal Ballet Sinfonia 
Barry Wordsworth (conductor) 

Bryan KELLY: Orchestral Music
Royal Ballet Sinfonia
Barry Wordsworth 

Left Bank Suite (1960s)
Epitaph for peace (2013) 
A Christmas Celebration (2013)
Concertante Dances (1980) 
Globe Theatre Suite, for recorder & strings (2005) - 
Nativity Scenes (1966/2011)
Tango (1961)  

A prolific composer of light classical music, Bryan Kelly has been writing in many different genres since the 1940s. This
Heritage release features some of the music Kelly has composed for orchestral forces, recorded this year with the Royal
Ballet Sinfonia to celebrate his 80th year. The music is very accessible and Kelly is well-known to Classic FM audiences.
His 'Epitaph for Peace', featured here, will be pre-released as a digital EP to coincide with Remembrance Day
commemorations for which it is written. The two Christmas suites – 'A Christmas Celebration' and 'Nativity Scenes' – are
guaranteed Classic FM and BBC Radio 3 airplay during the festive season. 

Bryan Kelly was born in Oxford in 1934. At the age of nine he became a chorister at Worcester College and later went to
the Royal College of Music where he studied with Norman Greenwood (piano), and composition with Herbert Howells,
Gordon Jacob and with Nadia Boulanger in Paris. 
 He began his career writing incidental music for plays. In 1957 he was appointed to a theory post at the Royal Scottish
Academy of Music, but after a few years, moved to a similar one at the RCM, where he stayed for twenty years. In 1980
he was invited to Egypt, to be an accompanist at the Cairo Conservatoire, later working at the Opera House and the
American University. He later taught in Rome but after ten years, another change was needed, so he moved to a
water-mill in the Dordogne area of France, eventually returning to England in 2004.
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Label: Wergo 
File Under: Classical/Instrumental 
Catalogue No: WER6797-2 
Barcode: 4010228679724 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 CD 
Cristal jewel case 
Sabine Liebner [piano] 

John CAGE: One7, Four6 
versions for piano, 1st recordings 

Sabine Liebner 

Cage composed his Number Pieces during the last six years of his life. Their titles indicate the number of performers or 
parts. Their notation is based on fixed and flexible "time brackets." The fixed brackets show when a musician should 
begin and end a pitch or tonal event. With the flexible brackets, the interpreter decides, within a predetermined time 
frame, when an instrument enters and when it falls silent. This disc featuring pianist Sabine Liebner explores two of 
Cage's late masterworks. 
'One7' holds a special place among the number pieces in several respects. For this work is the only number piece 
dedicated to a woman composer, Pauline Oliveros (born in 1932). Furthermore, the work is an 'extraction' from 'Four6'. 
Last but not least, there also exists a live reference recording of the composer for piano. 

For 'Four6' the pianist Sabine Liebner chose very distinct tonal characters or ways of playing for each of the four parts: 
one part plays the piano in the conventional manner, one uses a prepared piano, one plucks strings within the resonant 
space of the piano, and one produces noise-related sounds. The individual parts thus recorded were then superimposed 
in time, thus conveying the hearing impression of a live performance with four different musicians.   

Sabine Liebner on WERGO:   

WER6740-2 John Cage: Etudes Australes (4 CDs)   

"one of Cage’s most deliberately complex works …  [Liebner’s version is] expansive and dynamically varied"  
International Piano Sept/Oct 2012 
Critics Choice, The Wire 

  

WER6745-2 Earle Brown: Abstract Sound Objects 
  

WER6747-2 Morton Feldman: Early Piano Pieces (2 CDs) 
  

WER6768-2 John Cage: Solo for Piano 
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Label: Wergo 
File Under: Classical/Instrumental 
Catalogue No: WER6809-2 
Barcode: 4010228680928 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 CD 
Packaging: cristal 
piano duo huber|thomet: 
Susanne Huber und André Thomet 

Monolithen: Debussy, Zimmermann, Stravinsky

DEBUSSY: En blanc et noir pour deux pianos
Bernd Alois ZIMMERMANN: Monologe. Version of 'Dialoge' for two solo pianos
STRAVINSKY: Le Sacre du printemps arr for piano 4-hands by the composer 

The piano works for two pianos or piano four-hands united here have quite a few inner connections. Each, in its own
way, breaks down aesthetic conventions and involves vast historical and geographic horizons while demanding the
highest level of virtuosity from the performers.
'En blanc et noir' [In Black and White] was created in the early days of the First World War. Claude Debussy made no
secret of his disgust with the catastrophe of the war and the Germans who were responsible for it. He saw the German
invasion as an attempt to destroy French culture. Therefore the title of the composition not only refers to the black and
white keys of the piano keyboard, but primarily symbolises the two opposing sides in the First World War: white
representing the French victims and black the German aggressors.
Bernd Alois Zimmermann’s 'Monologe' demands incredible technical skill from the performers. The independence of the
two pianos presents a particular challenge, but so does the necessity of maintaining a sense of balance between the
instruments. The composition is pervaded by a number of historical  quotations. These quotations, ranging from the
Gregorian chant “Veni Creator Spiritus” [Come, creative spirit] via Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Debussy to Messiaen,
transport the evolution of European music into a new, specially created sound continuum.
'Le Sacre du printemps' [The Rite of Spring] expresses in constantly shifting rhythms the elemental experience of the
Russian Spring and “the close connection of the people to the earth”. Igor Stravinsky composed the work at the piano, as
the initial sketches clearly reveal. The spacing of the chords and the tonal range are characteristic of the piano, so that it
is only partially correct to speak of the version for piano duet as a 'reduction', in fact, it reveals the original conception of
the piece.
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Label: BELVEDERE 
File Under: Classical/Instrumental 
Catalogue No: BVD10150 
Barcode: 4280000101501 
NORMAL  Price 
Format: CD + DVD 
Packaging: digipack 

Ragna Schirmer [piano] 
Puppeteers and Actors: 
Katharina Kummer, Nils Dreschke, 
Sebastian Fortak, Lars Frank 

Language: G | GB | F 
Subtitles: GB | F 
Region: 0 | NTSC 
Sound: Stereo 
Picture Format: 16:9 
Bonus: 4 Interviews + Cartoon Movie 

RAVEL: Concert for a Deaf Soul 
A Play for Ragna Schirmer and Puppets about Maurice Ravel 

Stage Director: Christoph Werner 
Film Director: Axel Fuhrmann 

Maurice RAVEL: Miroirs, Gaspard de la nuit, Pavane pour une infante défunte 

'Concert for a Deaf Soul' is a theatrical take on the secretive life of French composer Maurice Ravel. A harmonious 
collaboration between Halle Puppet Theatre and pianist Ragna Schirmer has produced an "evening of empathy, filled 
with love for Ravel and his music." Scenes from the life of Ravel alternate and merge with some of his most impressive 
pieces for piano. Music, imagination, puppets and actors conflate into a touching and poetic experience. 

 
Pianist Ragna Schirmer is one of the most distinguished artists of the younger generation. She has been awarded a total 
of 15 first prizes, becoming the only person to win the International Johann Sebastian Bach Competition in Leipzig twice. 
Ragna Schirmer has performed with the Münchner Philharmoniker under Zubin Mehta, Gewandhausorchester Leipzig 
under Herbert Blomstedt, Orchestre National de France under Kurt Masur and other orchestras. Her CD's have received 
numerous awards and excellent reviews throughout Europe (Diapason, Le Monde de la Musique, Gramophone,

  
 

FonoForum, Crescendo). 
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Label: BELVEDERE 
File Under: Other Genres/Variété 
internationale 
Catalogue No: BVD10142 
Barcode: 4280000101426 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 DVD 
Packaging: digipack 
Lyrics: Volker Ludwig, 
Music: Hansgeorg Koch, 
Based on the autobiography 'Ich trug den 
gelben Stern', published in English as 'Outcast: 
A Jewish Girl in Wartime Berlin' by Inge 
Deutschkron 

From today on your name is Sara 
By Volker Ludwig and Detlef Michel 
Grips Theatre Berlin 

Inge Deutschkron: Nina Lorck-Schierning 
Ella Deutschkron: Hansi Jochmann 
Otto Weidt: Dietrich Lehmann 
Martin Deutschkron: Thomas Ahrens 
Hans Freudenthal: Christian Giese 

1933. Inge is eleven years old, a bright Berlin kid, who refuses to understand why all of a sudden she is not allowed to 
play on the street. In the years after that for Inge, being a Jew means not only humiliation, attacks and restrictions, but 
also never going dancing or to the cinema. It means growing up without having been young. 
“Starting today your name is Sara,” a police officer tells 16-year-old Inge in 1938 and stamps a “J” on her ID card. “J” as 
in Jew. From that point on everything changed in the life of the self-confident, young Berliner. Constantly on the run from 
the Nazis, she and her mother wander through Berlin from one hiding place to the other…. 
The play, based on Inge Deutschkron’s book 'Ich trug den gelben Stern', tells a story in 33 scenes. Of the fear of the 
hunted. Of numerous individuals who helped Inge and her mother and who became, for Inge Deutschkron, the “quiet 
heroes.” And last but not least, of the fierce courage of a young girl who refused to give up. It has had 350 sold-out 
performances in the GRIPS Theater and is still part of its repertoire. In Berlin alone more than 120,000 theatergoers have 
seen the play since its premiere in 1989. In the meantime it has been staged by 42 theatres. 
Berlin’s GRIPS Theater, founded in 1969 under the influence of the student movement, is today the world’s most famous 
theatre for children and young people. As a comedic, musical “hang-in-there” Theater, it deals with the real problems of 
its audiences. 
After many years working as a journalist in Tel Aviv, Inge Deutschkron lives once again in Berlin, significantly 
encouraged by her experiences with the play 'From today, your name is Sara'. 

 “As exciting as Schindler’s Lists, as authentic as Victor Klemperer’s diaries and as brilliantly realized as in the best days 
of the GRIPS Theater, the play and the production prove to have an ageless quality. From the first scene until the last, 
one still fears with Inge for her survival. One is still swept up by the humorous and 
intelligently arranged musical numbers. And one is still impressed by the nuanced and contradictory portrayal by means 
of a Jewish life of these twelve years of fascism.” 
Die Welt, 14.4.2000 
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Label: Mode Records 
File Under: Classical/Orchestral 
Catalogue No: mode273dvd 
Barcode: 764593027393 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 DVD 
Packaging: digipack 
Orchestra of the SEM Ensemble, conducted by 
Petr Kotik, 
Trio Scordatura (Amsterdam), 
Nelly Boyd Ensemble (Hamburg) 

Phill Niblock: Brazil 84 
16mm film with music soundtrack by Phill Niblock 

“Three Orchids” for 3 orchestras (2002-03) Orchestra of the SEM Ensemble, conducted by Petr Kotik 
“Two by Tom,” for 2 orchestras (2005) Trio Scordatura (Amsterdam) and the Nelly Boyd Ensemble (Hamburg) 
“Three Orchids” (2002-03) Trio Scordatura

 

Phill Niblock (b.1933) is an intermedia artist using music, film, photography, video and computers. He 
makes thick, loud drones of music, filled with microtones of instrumental timbres which generate many 
other tones in the performance space. Simultaneously, he presents films / videos which look at the movement of people 
working, or computer driven abstract images. 
'Brazil 84' is from Niblock’s series “The Movement of People Working.” 16mm, unedited long shots, carefully framed to 
compress single movements, shot in rural and urban settings, capturing people in their working environments: men and 
women using their hands and body to an eternal working choreography that seems tuned to the microtonal universe of 
Niblock’s music. 
All these images are timeless, they could have been shot today, in the ‘60s or even earlier in the century. All these 
images have a perfect timing, a perfect framing, captured not as a document but more as a choreographic gesture, as 
visual music. The images are raw, colours are saturated and the sound seems to happen in your head. 
Phill Niblock says: “In 1984, I returned to Brazil, deciding to travel the coast, closest to the ocean, from 
Salvador, Bahia, to as far north as I could get in the time I had. I was the sole film crew, carrying the camera bag and 
tripod, loading the film, reading the light... The film from that trip is the material on this DVD. And it was beautiful to see 
that country and those people.” 
Originally silent, Niblock chose to add his music as the soundtrack, as he often does during screenings of his films. 
These works, specially compiled for this release, are presented in both stereo and surround mixes. For this DVD, a new 
transfer was made of the original 16mm film, which was then restored under Niblock’s supervision. 
The Digipak package contains a booklet of essays by Niblock, Bob Gilmore (music), Carlos Casas (film) and Johan 
Vandermaelen (the recordings). 

Region 0, NTSC 
Color, Aspect Ratio 4:3 
Duration: 77 minutes 
5.1 Dolby Digital & DTS Surround and Stereo 
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Solenne Païdassi [violin] 
Frédéric Vaysse-Knitter [piano] 

SZYMANOWSKI: Mythes Op. 30,  
Three Caprices of Paganini Op. 40 
STRAVINSKY: Divertimento 'Le Baiser de la fée', Suite Italienne 'Pulcinella' 

Solenne Païdassi, First Long Thibaud Price 2010: 

The French violinist Solenne Païdassi studied in Nice, Geneva, London, Hamburg and Philadelphia, and has won many 
prizes at international competitions: Hanover, Sion, Gyeongnam (Korea), Kiev, Warsaw, and in 2010 the Long-Thibaud 
Competition. 

For this, her first recital for the Aparté label, she has chosen a programme of narrative works by the Polish composer 
Karol Szymanowski (born in Ukraine) and Russian-born Igor Stravinsky. 

With 'Myths. Three Poems for violin and piano', Op. 30 (1915), inspired by Greek legends, Szymanowski declared that he 
had created ‘a new mode of expression for the violin’. The nymph Arethusa is transformed into a spring by Artemis to 
escape the advances of the god Alpheius in The Fountain of Arethusa; Narcissus falls in love with his own reflection in 
the clear water (Narcissus); the god Pan lasciviously chases the wood nymphs in Dryads and Pan.

 

Before the War, Szymanowski had rented an apartment in Vienna, but had found the city’s cultural life enclosed and 
stifling. The 'Three Paganini Caprices', Op. 40 (1918), are a wry comment both on that city and on Paganini.

 

The Divertimento from 'Le Baiser de la fée' (The Fairy's Kiss) is a concert suite for orchestra, based on music from
 

Stravinsky's ballet. The latter, inspired by Andersen’s tale The Ice-Maiden, was written in tribute to Tchaikovsky and
 

makes use of melodies from some of his early works. Stravinsky’s ballet Pulcinella, written for Diaghilev and borrowing 
themes and textures from the Italian composer Giovanni Pergolesi, recounts the amorous adventures of the traditional 
character of the popular Neapolitan stage, Pulcinella.

 

Solenne Païdassi takes us into another world, full of warmth and colour, whimsicality, sensuality… 
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Quatuor Hermès: 
Omer Bouchez [violin] 
Elise Liu [violin] 
Yung-Hsin Lou Chang [viola] 
Anthony Kondo [cello 

SCHUMANN: 3 String Quartets Op. 41 
Quatuor Hermès 

The record catalogues have been less generous with the three Schumann quartets than with anything else in the 
Romantic repertory. Ever since the album by the Cherubini Quartet, and despite the ardent performance of the Ysaÿe, 
we have waited in vain for these three quartets gathered under a single opus number to find their saviour among the 
younger formations.

 

Who was going to rediscover them? The Modigliani Quartet, the Ébène, the Artemis? Finally it is the four talented
 

members of the Quatuor Hermès who have chosen them to inaugurate their collaboration with La Dolce Volta. There is 
no point in beating about the bush: quite simply, their interpretation is revelatory.

 

While the musicologists agree that the Third Quartet is a masterpiece, the first two are generally played in its shadow, 
sacrificed on the altar of a certain formalism. But their sense of discourse bursts forth in the hands of the Hermès, from 
the classical A minor quartet, in which Schumann seems to wish to sum up the golden age of the early Romantic string 
quartet, to the bold strokes of harmony that give the A major work its sombre colouring and its adventurous tone, by way 
of what constitutes in our opinion the highlight of this disc, their lyrical, one is almost tempted to say vocal reading of the 
Quartet in F major.

 

Here the memory of Mendelssohn gives Schumann’s ideas wings: everything sings passionately in golden modulations 
which the Quatuor Hermès underline with sensual pleasure, yet without ever forgetting the line that lies behind the

 

polyphonic web, nor the emotion inherent in the work.
 

It is so rare for a sound recording of a quartet – the second biggest headache for sound engineers after the solo piano – 
to be a genuine success that one has a duty to single it out for mention. 
Supported by these attentive microphones, the young musicians plunge into the complex mysteries of the Third Quartet, 
emphasising right from the Andante espressivo the suspensions of this music in which silences and abrupt changes of 
mood point to the chinks in the composer’s mental armour.

 

 
After receiving First Prize at the prestigious Geneva International Competition in 2011, the Hermès Quartet won the 
Young Concert Artists Auditions in New York in 2012. Since then, a glittering future has beckoned. The overall

 

impression from this luminous first encounter between Schumann and the Hermès Quartet is one of total sincerity. Is 
that not the very essence of what is required to interpret the composer at his most moving? 



RELEASE DATE
8TH DECEMBER 2014

Label: EVIDENCE classics File 
Under: Classical/Chamber 
music 
Catalogue No: EVCD005 
Barcode: 3149028062427 
NORMAL Price 
Format: 1 CD 
Packaging: digipack 
Paul Meyer [clarinet] 
Quatuor Parisii 
Cyril Guillotin [piano] 
Magali Mosnier [flute] 
François Meyer [oboe] 
Gilbert Audin [bassoon] 
Ria Ideta [marimba] 
Nima Sarkechik [piano] 

Laurent LEFRANCOIS: Balnéaire 
Chamber Music 

Sextuor mixte for flute, clarinet, violin, viola, cello and piano 
Padouk phantasticus for marimba et clarinet 
Toccata sesta from Frescobaldi for sting quartet 
Approaching a city for oboe, clarinet and bassoon 
Erinnerung for string quartet 
Le nouveau balnéaire for four hands piano 

Like other composers before him (Dutilleux, Barraud, Hersant...), Laurent Lefrançois works at Radio France (France 
Musique) as a producer, so his musical culture is fed by the programmes in which he participates and concert broadcasts 
that he puts on the air. This is an ideal profession, for he has the possibility of going into the subtlest details of the 

interpretation and discovering the trade secrets of the great repertoire by the educational virtues of untiring repetition of 
sound editing. But he did not acquire his training only on the job with potboilers: he was taught orchestration and 

composition by Michel Merlet at the École Normale de Musique, studied harmony and counterpoint with Stéphane 

Delplace, and composition with Guillaume Connesson.  
'In my music you can find traces of those I love -Stravinsky, Jolivet, Varèse…-, but I don't do 'in the style of...'  
He claims to be free to go looking for sources of inspiration where he pleases and readily recalls that he is not the first! 
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