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The Merton Collection - Merton at 750

Choir of Merton College, Oxford 

Eriks ESENVALDS:Magnificat, Nunc dimittis (Merton College Service) 
DUNSTAPLE: Veni Sancte Spiritus/Veni Creator 
SHEPPARD: Libera nos, salva nos I 
PART: The Woman with the Alabaster Box
PARRY:There is an old belief
BYRD:Praise our Lord, all ye Gentiles 
GIBBONS: This is the record of John 
Lennox BERKELEY: Veni sponsa Christi
PURCELL: Hear my prayer, O Lord, Remember not, Lord, our offences 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS:Valiant-for-truth
STANFORD: Justorum animae, Beati quorum via
MUNDY: Magnificat, Nunc dimittis (Second Service ‘in F fa ut’) 
James LAVINO: Beati quorum via
GREENE: Lord, let me know mine end 
Ola GJEILO: Sacred Origins 

In 2014, Merton College in Oxford celebrates its 750th year. Benjamin Nicholas and Peter Phillips’ specially conceived
programme journeys through three quarters of a millennium of choral repertoire. Not just a demonstration of this
accomplished ensemble’s versatility, the recording also provides a bird’s-eye view of some important moments in musical
history, and features two composers – John Dunstaple and Lennox Berkeley – associated with the College as well as
three works specially commissioned for the anniversary celebrations. The choir, a relatively recent addition to this
illustrious college’s complement of treasures, gives stylish and committed performances in the famous acoustic of
Merton’s chapel.
'Advent at Merton' [DCD34122]was the best-seller on the Delphian label last Christmas. Gramophone noted "the most
notable chapel choir offering" in their Christmas round-up. "All the music is radiant, all of it is unexpected...and comes
from a choir that's gone from being a minor player in Oxbridge choral music to becoming one of the most exciting groups
in its area". BBC Music Magazine gave it a Christmas Choice, citing "high levels of technical and expressive
achievement."

Copies for review have already gone out
iTunes are running a big campaign on this
Tracks 1–2, 15–16, 17 & 19 are premiere recordings


