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RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMG501734
Barcode: 3149020173411
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
RIAS-Kammerchor
Marcus Creed

BRITTEN: Sacred & Profane
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: Three Shakespeare Songs
ELGAR Part Songs
STANFORD The Blue Bird
RIAS-Kammerchor
Marcus Creed

From Elgar's 'Partsongs' (1904) to one of Britten's very last works, 'Sacred and Profane' (1975), here are some of the
most beautiful pieces in the English a capella repertoire, many of them rarely recorded. All the composers here show the
instinctive response to poetry, be it Shakespeare,Tennyson or Auden, so characteristic of the English choral tradition. 
Founded in 1948, the RIAS Kammerchor occupies an unrivalled position among German professional choirs. Under its
then principal conductor, Marcus Creed, this disc was originally released in April 2002. 



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMG501802
Barcode: 3149020180211
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Luba Orgonasova [Seraph]
Plácido Domingo [Jesus]
Andreas Schmidt [Petrus]
Rundfunkchor Berlin/Simon Halsey
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin
Kent Nagano

BEETHOVEN: Christ on the Mount of Olives
Christus am Ölberge, oratorio Op.85
Luba Orgonasova 
Plácido Domingo 
Andreas Schmidt
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin
Kent Nagano

'Christus am Ölberge', text by Franz Xaver Huber, is Beethoven's only oratorio and an isolated piece in his overall output.
He composed it early in 1803, shortly before his great Third Symphony and a few months before he began work on his
only opera, 'Fidelio'. Huber chose the biblical accounts of Jesus and his disciples in the garden of Gethsemane and of
Christ's capture there as the basis of his work.
Originally released in November 2003, this spectacular recording launched a new collaboration between Kent Nagano
and harmonia mundi.

[HMC801802 Beethoven Christus am Olberg, Domingo, Deutsches SO (SACD)]
"A prime attraction here, of course, is the presence of Placido Domingo as Christ, a wonderfully impassioned, charismatic
performance...Kent Nagano directs this unfairly maligned score with exciting urgency and dramatic flair." The Daily
Telegraph

“Placido Domingo is on compelling form; the dramatic intensity with which he loads Beethoven's sometimes formulaic
tenor lines is startling.” Andrew Clements, The Guardian, 28 November 2003 

"It is hard to imagine a finer performance or more inspirational Christmas listening." Anthony Holden, Classical CD of the
Week, The Observer, 7 December 2003

“Kent Nagano’s high-powered performance is strong in all departments, and presents a persuasive case for a piece that
shows us Beethoven in an intriguing period of transition.” Michael Dervan, The Irish Times, 18 December 2004 

 



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: HMG501921
Barcode: 3149020192115
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Orchestre des Champs-Elysées
Philippe Herreweghe

BRUCKNER: Symphony No. 4 Op.95 (1878/80 Nowak) 
Orchestre des Champs-Elysées
Philippe Herreweghe

Three versions exist of the Fourth Symphony in the composer's own hand: but it was his own final version that Bruckner
regarded as valid - the revision of 1878 with the 1880 finale. This is the score recorded live, here, by Philippe
Herreweghe and his Orchestre des Champs-Elysées, originally released in May 2006.

CD Review on BBC Radio 3 said: "A mere 69 players is hardly gargantuan, but so well balanced are the instruments, you
never feel it’s underpowered. 
As you can hear the engineers have got the measure of it perfectly.  The whole performance has an exciting vitality about
it – not surprising given that it is a live public concert recording.  
The performance has a concentrated intensity, and one of the most remarkable passages is this from the slow movement
where the violas have the melody.  Once again, no vibrato, but a spare voicing in which the subtlest shifts in weight and
phrase spin out the line with astonishing unanimity...a bargain at any price."  
8/4/2006, Chris de Souza

“What is undoubted is the sheer quality of the Orchestre des Champs- Elysées’s playing throughout the reading – as
responsive to the music’s dynamic and textural shadings as it is to the conductor’s scrupulous regard for them.” Richard
Whitehouse, International Record Review, April 2006

“If you prefer your Bruckner lean and translucent then this is the recording of the Fourth Symphony for you…The period
instruments add their own refreshing cast, from the suavity of the strings to the clean tones of the woodwind solos and
the brightness of the horns in the hunting-style scherzo.” Matthew Rye, The Daily Telegraph, 27 May 2006



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: HMG501842
Barcode: 3149020184219
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Werner Güra (tenor)
Christoph Berner (piano Ehrbar)

Schöne Wiege meiner Leiden
SCHUMANN Liederkreiss Op. 24, Clara SCHUMANN: Lieder, BRAHMS:
Deutsche Volkslieder 
Werner Güra  
Christoph Berner

Brahms' meeting with the Schumanns opened up new horizons for him: this CD relates an astonishing musical
conversation between the three of them.
Fascinated by the manifold interactions between this artistic trinity, Werner Güra and pianist Christoph Berner, devised a
semi-staged concert performance which forms the basis of the selection of lieder on this CD. In songs and letters [here
not read, but printed, in a sumptuous booklet] is a musical and literary journey into Romanticism at its most exalted.
At the time of the original release, Oct. 2004, there was no solo tenor recording of the Brahms or Clara Schumann [and
none with this sheer beauty of voice and diction].

“Few recordings in the catalogue recreate so perfectly the fleetness of spirit, the elusive longing, impetuous excitement
and anger within these tiny cameos of emotion.”
Hilary Finch, Benchmark, BBC Music Magazine, December 2004

“magnificent performances”
Christopher Book, International Record Review, November 2004

"Güra proves an eloquent interpreter, characterising the dialogues without exaggeration and, crucially, knowing when to
be simple." 
Richard Wigmore, The Daily Telegraph, 6 November 2004



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: HMG501732
Barcode: 3149020173213
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Mala Punica/Pedro Memelsdorff

Paolo da FIRENZE: Narcisco Speculando
Madrigals
Mala Punica/Pedro Memelsdorff

There is a fair amount of documentation on the ecclesiastical and diplomatic career of Don Paolo di Marco, abbot and
tenorista of Florence in the early 15th century. Less well known are his allegorical madrigals which are perhaps the most
innovative, and certainly the most virtuosic of this period. Apparently innocent bucolic or mythological texts conceal
philosophical intrigues, political ideas and moral precepts.Their poetry and music still speak intensely to us six centuries
later.

"[Mala Punica's] combination of rhythmic exuberance and purposeful shaping produces a wonderfully fresh and
exhilarating effect."
Elizabeth Roche, The Daily Telegraph, 4 May 2002

"the disc makes spellbinding listening, the group's astonishing vocal prowess  matched by peerless instrumental work." 
Andrew Clarke, The Independent, 5/5



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMG501251
Barcode: 3149020125113
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Elisabeth Baudry
Monique Zanetti
Josep Benet
John Elwes
Steven Varcoe
La Chapelle Royale
Philippe Herreweghe

CAMPRA: Messe de Requiem
La Chapelle Royale,
Philippe Herreweghe

This French Baroque icon from the early days of harmonia mundi [around 1986? Ed] has been 'download only' for some
years and we are delighted that  Herreweghe's benchmark Campra 'Requiem' is to be reissued at mid price, on hm gold,
due to popular demand. Copies on ebay have been sighted at $77 and $90.57...



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMG501922
Barcode: 3149020192214
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Huelgas-Ensemble
Paul Van Nevel

LA QUINTA ESSENTIA: Three Renaissance Masses
PALESTRINA Missa Ut re mi fa sol la
LASSUS Missa Tous les regretz
ASHEWELL Missa Ave Maria
Huelgas-Ensemble
Paul Van Nevel

"This disc, recorded at the 19th-century Museum of Water in Lisbon, compares and contrasts three essential
Renaissance musical styles. There’s Lassus’s magnificent parody of Gombert’s chanson, the Missa Tous les regretz, a
virtuoso work exploring contrasts of texture, pace, idea, mood. There’s Palestrina’s Missa Ut re mi fa sol la, music of
affectingly sophisticated purity, based on a simple upward scale. And, between, there’s Thomas Ashewell’s Missa “Ave
Maria” – a glorious instance of exuberant late-gothic flowering in which the plainchant underpins otherwise free-flowing
fantasy. Van Nevel relishes the different sensualities of each work, and the singing of the Huelgas Ensemble is
beautifully blended and sonorous." 
Stephen Pettitt, Sunday Times, 13 January 2008

Gramophone Editor’s Choice, March 2008
“The real discovery here, and the work that earns this disc the highest recommendation, is Thomas Ashewell”
Fabrice Fitch, Editor’s Choice, Gramophone

“a performance of breathtaking technical mastery and originality”
Berta Joncus, BBC Music Magazine, January 2008

"The concept is simple: three Renaissance Masses in three styles – Roman, Franco-Flemish and English. But the
pleasure is deep and rare, thanks to the superlative art of Paul Van Nevel’s Huelgas Ensemble. We start with the earthy
counterpoint of Lassus; then comes the Thomas Ashewell, a master of the decorative. Finally, Palestrina lifts us to
paradise with music of grave purity. A ravishing collection."
Geoff Brown, The Times, 18 January 2008 



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMG501914
Barcode: 3149020191415
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Alexander Melnikov [piano]

SCRIABIN: Piano Works
Sonatas Nos 2, 3 & 9
Alexander Melnikov 

Alexander Melnikov's first recording for harmonia mundi, originally part of our young artists' series Les Nouveaux
Interpretes, released in May 2006.

“The playing breathes the right air and speaks with the right accent, and he's as careful with the delicate gestures of the
shard-like miniatures as with the grander pieces. Melnikov's pacing is sensitive, he has that all-too-rare knack of allowing
sound to drift, as if it were dye dissipating in water”
Michael Dervan, The Irish Times, 12 May 2006, *****

“Melnikov has a deft touch, capturing Scriabin's evocative music, written at a mid-point between Impressionism and
modernity.”
Peter Culshaw, Observer Music Monthly, July 2006

“Melnikov’s control of texture, colour and mood rivals even the grand master, Horowitz.  Outstanding.”
Julian Haylock, Classic FM Magazine, July 2006

“Melnikov patterns his programme with a convincing, overpowering, early Sonata-Fantasie rendition and finishing with a
truly glorious account of the satanic and devastating ‘Messe noir’ Ninth Sonata.”
Marius Dawn, Pianist, February/March 2007



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMG507269
Barcode: 3149020726914
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Anonymous 4

The Second Circle
Love Songs of Francesco LANDINI
Anonymous 4

Singing with their trademark celestial tone, Anonymous 4 offer
a handpicked bouquet of medieval love songs (ballate) by the 14th
century Italian master of subtle refinement, Francesco Landini.
Originally released in October 2001



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMG501521
Barcode: 3149020152119
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Patrick Cohen [pianoforte Anton Walter, Wien
c.1790]
Konrad Hünteler [flute]
Christophe Coin [cello C.A. Testore, 1758]

HAYDN: Flute Trios Nos. 28-30
Patrick Cohen
Konrad Hünteler
Christophe Coin

When Prince Esterházy died on 28 September 1790, Haydn became a freelance musician who made all his own
business deals. And just at that moment, London called . . . He decided to sell the trios he had written in the past few
months to the highest bidder. As a result his two regular publishers, Bland of London and Artaria of Vienna, both issued
editions of these works presented in his correspondence as mere ‘keyboard sonatas’ with optional cello and flute or
violin. But posterity has treated them as genuine trios, as they are performed here.  



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: LSO Live
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: LSO0749
Barcode: 822231174929
MID Price
Format: 2 HYBRID SACDs
Packaging: cristal
Andrew Kennedy [Prologue, Peter Quint]
Sally Matthews [Governess]
Michael Clayton-Jolly [Miles]
Lucy Hall [Flora]
Catherine Wyn-Rogers [Mrs Grose]
Katherine Broderick [Miss Jessel]

BRITTEN: The Turn of the Screw
Andrew Kennedy
Sally Matthews
Catherine Wyn-Rogers
London Symphony Orchestra
Richard Farnes

Released in the Britten anniversary year, Richard Farnes, the Music Director of Opera North who led their critically
acclaimed production of 'The Turn of the Screw' in 2010, conducts an all-English cast in Britten’s most ingeniously
crafted opera, including Andrew Kennedy, Sally Matthews, and 11-year old Michael Clayton-Jolly in the role of Miles.
Originally scheduled to be conducted by Sir Colin Davis, Richard Farnes was the natural replacement, himself having
been mentored by the late conductor.
In 1932, the 18-year-old Britten heard on the radio ‘a wonderful, impressive but terribly eerie and scary play 'The Turn of
the Screw' by Henry James.’ Britten’s version of the ghost story, premiered in 1954, is a chamber opera in a prologue
and two acts. The opera tells the story of a Governess and a housekeeper, Mrs Grose, who vow to protect two children,
Miles and Flora, from the strange happenings that occur in the grounds of their English country house.

Concert Reviews:
"I have never, ever, heard such a coruscating account of the score from any band, or such a massively accurate,
sonorous one from the soloists" Opera-Britannia 

The steely edge to Katherine Broderick’s tone was used to great effect to suggest Miss Jessel’s malevolence. Catherine
Wyn-Rogers was a sympathetic, maternal Mrs Grose, Lucy Hall a girlish Flora and Sally Matthews a splendidly focused,
anguished Governess whose horror at the unfolding events was palpable. Andrew Kennedy was no less impressive
doubling as the Prologue narrator and the sinister Quint. The Miles of the 11-year-old Michael Clayton-Jolly, a chorister in
the Chapel Royal, was not only admirable in intonation but also exhibited a musicianship and composure well beyond his
years." ****Evening Standard 

"Farnes, the cast and the orchestra were fully aware of the pressure to pull this one off in Sir Colin Davis’ memory.
Happily, I think it was a performance of which he would have been proud." ****bachtrack.com



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: Bel Air Classiques
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: BAC097
Barcode: 3760115300972
NORMAL Price
Format: 2 DVD
Parsifal: Andrew Richards
Kundry: Anna Larsson
Gurnemanz: Jan-Hendrik Rootering
Amfortas: Thomas Johannes Mayer
Klingsor: Tómas Tómasson
Titurel: Victor von Halem

WAGNER: Parsifal
Andrew Richards 
Anna Larsson
Jan-Hendrik Rootering
Orchestre symphonique de la Monnaie
Hartmut Haenchen

Stage direction: Romeo Castellucci
Choreography: Cindy Van Acker
Set & costume designs, lighting: Romeo Castellucci
Dramaturgy: Piersandra di Matteo
Recording: La Monnaie / De Munt, Bruxelles - 20/02/2011

A mythical performance from la Monnaie - Bruxelles
Parsifal is a strange and enigmatic work. At the end of his life, did Wagner wish to celebrate asceticism, which he himself
had never practised? Did he fall upon his knees before the Cross, as claimed by Nietzsche? And what does the secret
society of knights based on pure blood signify, desperately waiting for the saviour to regenerate it? What is the true
nature of the opposition between the worlds of Klingsor and the Grail? What can Parsifal tell us today? In his artistic will
and testament, Wagner condenses his moral idea of the world and returns to the roots of love and religion - to the very
heart of art according to him.
With the participation of conductor Hartmut Haenchen who is passionated by the score, Italian stage director Romeo
Castellucci proposes an original reading of this brilliant work and explores the essence of Wagnerian ‘Kunstreligion’ in a
different light.

“Thanks to the telling contributions of Mr. Castellucci and Mr. Haenchen, the Monnaie’s ‘Parsifal’ casts new light on a
difficult opera.” NY TIMES



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: Orfeo
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: C861132i
Barcode: 4011790861227
MID Price
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: cristal
Ernani: Neil Shicoff
Elvira: Michèle Crider
Don Carlo: Carlos Alvarez
Don Ruy Gomez de Silva: Roberto Scandiuzzi
Giovanna: Dana Liliana Ciuca
Don Riccardo: Benedikt Kobel
Jago: Ayk Martirossian
Orchestra & Chorus of the Vienna State Opera
Seiji Ozawa [conductor]

VERDI: Ernani
Live Recording, Vienna State Opera December 14, 1998
Neil Shicoff
Michèle Crider
Carlos Alvarez
Roberto Scandiuzzi
Seiji Ozawa

The first 'Ernani' at the Vienna State Opera for more than 70 years was Seiji Ozawa’s first and only Verdi première in
Vienna. It boasted an ideal cast, from the demanding leading role downwards, that would be hard to emulate today.

Given the immense vocal demands it makes, a successful performance of 'Ernani' needs an exceptional quartet of
singers and a brilliant conductor, all of which were present on the opening night in 1998. Seiji Ozawa, later to be
appointed Music Director, inspired a precision and impulsiveness all too rare in this repertoire. Neil Shicoff was
unparalleled in the title role dispalying both brilliance and subtlety; Michèle Crider, achieved the well-nigh impossible,
balancing both vocal dexterity and dramatic heft. While they might have been unlucky in her love, the two rivals for her
favour matched her vocal prowess: Carlos Alvarez' fresh, full-sounding baritone offered the greatest vocal elegance and
sophistication; the merciless Silva was sung by Roberto Scandiuzzi with all the necessary gloom, nay venom, in his bass
voice. These ideal conditions allowed the big set pieces, a particular delight in 'Ernani', to unfold to great effect, making
the comparative rarity of performances all the more incomprehensible. 



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: Onyx Classics
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: ONYX4112
Barcode: 880040411222
NORMAL Price: £8.98
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Florian Boesch [baritone]
Malcolm Martineau [piano]

SCHUBERT: Die schöne Müllerin
Florian Boesch
Malcolm Martineau

Florian Boesch and Malcolm Martineau continue their journey through the Schubert song cycles with 'Die Schöne
Müllerin', composed in 1823 to words by Wilhelm Müller.
The words are simple but depict powerful human emotions and vivid images of nature. Schubert’s imagination was
seized by the opportunities the poems offered, and his music captures the dramatic conflicts and character portraits in a
way he never achieved in his operatic works.
The recording of 'Winterreise' was warmly received by critics, The Guardian calling it "unquestionably superb";
Gramophone "inspired and quite unforgettable"; The Sunday Times "never, in my experience, has Winterreise sounded
bleaker than in this magnificently sombre and vivid account…an exceptionally free, imaginative and dramatic
interpretation".

OTHER FLORIAN BOESCH RECORDINGS FROM ONYX
4041 Schumann; Heine Lieder
4077 Schubert; Winterreise

Advertised in Gramophone and BBC Music Magazines



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: Aparté
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: AP070
Barcode: 3149028041224
Price: £12.38
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: digipack

Christophe Rousset [harpsichord]

BACH: The Well-Tempered Clavier BWV870-893 

Christophe Rousset

Christophe Rousset's first recording for Aparté, devoted to Louis Couperin, was received enthusiastically by public and
critics alike and collected many distinctions in the international press, including a BBC Music Magazine Instrumental
Choice. Since then he has continued to delight and excel both as harpsichordist and as director of Les Talens Lyriques.
Now at the peak of his maturity, the artist presents Bach' musical testament: the Well-Tempered Clavier. Written 20 years
after the first volume, Book II contains the musical and spiritual legacy of the composer.  Christophe Rousset plays these
pieces on the 1628 Ruckers harpsichord of Antwerp, one of the best examples of its kind in the world. 
The usual luxury digipack presentation from Aparte is accompanied by informative essays on the compositions,
performance practice and on the origins of the harpsichord:
"Preserved in the château de Versailles since 1946, the harpsichord had been bequeathed to the Musée de Cluny in
Paris by the painter Joseph Fernand Boissard de Boisdenier (1813-1866). The latter was a dilettante, as well as an
excellent violinist and organiser of musical evenings, but he is chiefly remembered for the famous 'fantasias' (hashish
parties) held in his apartment that were immortalised by his friend Théophile Gautier in 'Le Club des Hachichins'.” Alain
Anselm, Harpsichord maker

ALSO AVAILABLE:
AP010 Bach Fantasy
“Christophe Rousset's new album, Bach Fantasy, reveals the freedom, vigour and improvisatory bravura of Bach's
genius through a miscellany of pieces less frequently aired than his canonical keyboard works...Rousset captures the
emotional extremes of the teenage composer...[there's] a real sense of live performance - one that, literally and
figuratively, pulls out all the stops.” BBC Music Magazine, March 2011 *****

“Fantasy is the right word for a harpsichord recital superbly played on an instrument built in 1632 and amended a century
later. It’s a feisty creature that has warmth and character...Rousset’s mastery is total; every thread of counterpoint
dances, crystal-clear, before us. A delightful disc.” The Times, 7th January 2011 ****

AMB9960 Bach French Suites
AMB9942 Bach English Suites
AM196 Bach English and French Suites



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: Mirare
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: MIR243
Barcode: 3760127222439
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Maria Keohane [soprano]
Carlos Mena [alto]
Julian Prégardien, tenor]
Stéphan MacLeod [bass]

BACH: In Tempore Nativitatis - Christmas Cantatas 
Unser Mund sei voll Lachens BWV110
 Süsser Trost mein Jesu kommt BWV151
Christen, ätzet diesen Tag BWV63
Ricercar Consort
Philippe Pierlot

Just in time for Christmas the Ricercar Consort present three festive works by JS Bach, where an exuberant ensemble,
with flutes, oboes, trumpets and timpani, and voices to express the comfort and joy inspired by the Nativity.
The Ricercar Consort was founded in 1980 by harpsichordist and now director Philippe Pierlot. They have made a
significant discography, especially on the Mirare label, where their recordings have met with consistent acclaim and
respect, in particular for their exceptional 'Magnificat'. 

ALSO AVAILABLE ON MIRARE:
MIR002 Bach Actus Tragicus 
“The singers are wonderful, never over-acting, and managing to sound as though this marvellous work is being minted
afresh for us on the spot.  The recording is a beauty: warm and full with plenty of bass, yet with all the soft-grained detail
you could ask for.”
Andrew McGregor, Radio 3 Disc of the Week, CD Review, 15 October 2005

MIR30 Bach Tombeau de Sa Majesté la Reine de Pologne
Gramophone Editor’s Choice

MIR057 Bach Aus der Tieffen 
*****/***** BBC Music Magazine

MIR102 Bach Magnificat 
IRR Outstanding
C D Review Disc of the Week                               
Gramophone Editor’s Choice
Gramophone Critics’ Choice



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: AGOGIQUE
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: AGO016
Barcode: 3700675500160
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Les Basses Réunies
Bruno Cocset

VIVALDI: Concerti
Les Basses Réunies
Bruno Cocset

Antonio Vivaldi and Les Basses Réunies
 
It may be a little surprising, or disconcerting, but it is not the demonstrative, ‘furioso’ Vivaldi, the Vivaldi full of striking
contrasts, that you will find here. The ardour, the spirit, of his music is there of course, but our aim is rather to bring out
the more intimate, more complex side of his work, its many timbres, colours, textures and emotions – all the variety that
is to be found in the music of this extraordinary composer, loved by some exponents of early music and shunned by
others.
Les Basses Réunies have chosen to use many different instruments and timbres for these pieces, and to transcribe and transpose some
of them, the aims being to present little-known works, show well-known ones in a new light, and to highlight the rich palette
of sound and the many possible timbral combinations afforded by the instruments of Les Basses Réunies, thus
expressively and movingly revealing the composer’s very soul.
 
ALSO AVAILABLE:
AGO011 Evaristo & Joseph Dall’Abaco, Sonatas and Capriccios  Bruno Cocset, Less Basses Reunies 
“Bruno Cocset males a compelling case for Joseph-Marie-Clement’s solo Capriccios, while papa Evaristo Felice’s Sonatas 
are shaped with flair and revelatory affection.”  Paul Riley, BBC Music Magazine – November 2013 (4/5) ****  



RELEASE DATE
25TH NOVEMBER 2013

Label: AGOGIQUE
File Under: Classical
Catalogue No: AGO015
Barcode: 3700675500153
NORMAL Price
Format: 3 CD
Packaging: box set
Romina Basso [King Lotario of Germany]
Roberta Invernizzi [Queen Giuditta, dowager
empress]
Marina de Liso [Princess Gildippe, her daughter]
Marianne Beate Kielland [Prince Adalgiso, son
of Lotario]
Carlo Vincenzo Allemano [Berardo, a knight]
José Maria Lo Monaco [Asparando, a traitor]
Damian Pinti [Amilla]
Roberto Abbondonza [Bleso]

Alessandro SCARLATTI: Carlo Re d’Alemagna
Opera in Three Acts (Concert version)
Romina Basso 
Roberta Invernizzi 
Marina de Liso 
Marianne Beate Kielland
Stavanger Symphony Orchestra
Fabio Biondi

Fabio Biondi returns with the first recording of 'Carlo, Re d'Alemagna' by Alessandro Scarlatti, first performed in Naples in
January 1716. The opera was resurrected in 2003 by Biondi (the leader of the innovative ensemble Europa Galante) who
led a concert performance with the Stavanger Symphony Orchestra. This studio recording was made in late 2009.
It is in many ways a typical example of Neapolitan Baroque opera with action assigned to the recitatives whilst the
characters are developed during the arias. The opera deals with the accession to power and its exercise: an ever present
problem in many ways and about the legitimacy of Carlo, successor to the late king. A mixture of opera seria and opera
buffo, a requirement for the contemporary Neapolitan public c1690, is also found here.
 
 

WORLD PREMIERE RECORDING 
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Hespèrion XX
Jordi Savall
 
CONCERT: Bristol 6th December
Les Voix Humaines 

John DOWLAND: Lachrimae or Seven Teares
Hespèrion XX
Jordi Savall

Lachrimae Antiquae, Sir John Souch his Galiard, Lachrimae Antiquae Novae, M. Henry Noell his Galiard, Lachrimae
Gementes, The Earl of Essex Galiard, Lachrimae Tristes, M. Nicho. Gryffith his Galiard, Lachrimae Coactae, M. Giles
Hoby his Galiard, Lachrimae Amantis, M. Thomas Collier his Galiard, Lachrimae Verae, Captaine Digorie Piper his
Galiard, Semper Dowland semper Dolens, The King of Denmarks Galiard, Sir Henry Umptons Funerall, M. Bucton his
Galiard, M. John Langtons Pavan, Mrs Nichols Almand, M. George Whitehead his Almand

Here is John Dowland’s masterpiece and one of Jordi Savall’s greatest achievements!
Published in 1604, Dowland’s 'Lachrimae' were composed for 5 viols and lute  seven Pavans based on the air 'Flow My
Tears' (hence, the additional title 'Seaven Teares Figured in Seaven Passionate Pavans') alternate with Galiards and
Alemands, to create the necessary contrast in this unmatched masterpiece.
This 1987 recording is still the cornerstone of any Dowland discography: the various classical awards clearly speak in
favour of its artistic integrity, and it is now available for the first time in a vivid multichannel remastering.

Booklet : English, French, German, Italian, Castillian, Catalan
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Skip Sempé
Capriccio Stravagante
Capriccio Stravagante Renaissance Orchestra
Capriccio Stravagante Les 24 Violons

Memorandum XXI 
Skip Sempé
Capriccio Stravagante

Inspired by Bach’s famous Memorandum of 1730 – Bach’s personal ‘wish list’ for ideal performances – here are 40 of
Sempé’s selected writings, on a wide range of topics, from Renaissance virtuosity to the fine art of instrument building,
along with a collection of his groundbreaking recordings, brought together on 5 CDs from the DHM, Astrée, Alpha and
Paradizo catalogues. It marks the 25th Anniversary of the Capriccio Stravagante and includes eg the Chambonnières,
Bach, Buxtehude recordings on DHM and tracks not available elsewhere.

This CD-book gives us a consecutive series of glimpses of a rich career that is still evolving: musically, intellectually and
aesthetically. These essays by and interviews with Skip Sempé have appeared over two decades in a number of different
formats – programme notes, press interviews, liner notes for recordings – but gain in impact when published altogether
for the first time. Wanda Landowska began this tradition with her Musique Ancienne in 1909, followed by Harnoncourt’s
testimonies of the 1980s. However, with its set of 5 CDs from throughout the years, with recordings made since 1990,
this sumptuous publication combines both moments of research and sounding music. This makes it absolutely unique.
'Memorandum XXI' is a passionate communication for the next generation. Written by one of the last pioneers of the
early music movement, it attempts to provide recovery of both a musical aesthetic and an artistic mission that are being
lost only too quickly. 

“Sempé is unafraid to popularise, driven by curiosity and an eagerness to seize the spirit of the music by the scruff of the
neck. In performance, he communicates with a real sense of immediacy. The pleasure principle might be uppermost
here, but that doesn’t preclude a playful sophistication, as well as seductive sobriety. The players improvise exuberantly,
as if as some Renaissance jam session: they are clearly having a ball.” BBC Music Magazine

“Let’s just admit it: Skip Sempé is one of the greatest harpsichordists in the world. His technique is staggering. His
intelligence is stunning. His tone is commanding. His interpretations are compelling. His instincts are unerring. His
intensity is unrelenting. In his many recordings, the New Orleans-born Sempé has demonstrated that he is the heir as
well as the student of Gustav Leonhardt.” All Music Guide

388p CD-book [Eng, Fr], 5 CDs, 45 composers, 100 works
Recordings 1990 > 2011
Full track listing available on request
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Marie Kalinine, Médée (mezzo-soprano)
Jean-Sébastien Bou, Jason (baritone)
Judith Van Wanroij, Hipsiphile (soprano)
Jennifer Borghi, La Sybille (soprano)
Hrachuhi Bassenz, Calciope (soprano)
Martin Nyvall, Arcas (tenor)
Chor des Staatstheater Nürnberg
Le Concert Spirituel
Hervé Niquet

Johann Christoph VOGEL: La Toison d’or
Tragédie lyrique. Paris, 1786
Le Concert Spirituel
Hervé Niquet

After recent successes obtained by their recordings devoted to the sacred music which is so close to them (Bouteiller,
Striggio, Le Prince), Hervé Niquet and Le Concert Spirituel return to another of their great specialities, the tragédie
lyrique, with a new large-scale operatic recovery. Marie Kalinine, Judith Van Wanroij and Jean-Sébastien Bou embody to
perfection those mythological figures so dear to French 18th century audiences. This opera will definitely surprise
modern-day listeners by its clear Germanic influence which arises, ultimately, from the composer’s nationality!

A contemporary of Mozart, Johann Christoph Vogel also died at an early age. Forward looking in approach, this
composer of a tormented disposition, sought to extend the operatic revolution undertaken by Gluck in the 1770s. First
performed in 1786 at the Opéra de Paris, 'La Toison d’or' reveals that search for an expressive art which  demanded an
all-embracing involvement from the performers and supplied the music with a sometimes unbearable intensity for 
audiences of the time.
The heroine Médée allows her despair to break out with the same emphasis as in the later representation of the
character by Cherubini in 1797. It is no wonder that Berlioz considered Vogel as one of the pioneers of French
Romanticism.
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Enrike Solinís [baroque guitar, theorbo & lavta]
Euskal Barrokensemble:
David Jiménez “Chupete”, 
Dani Garay [percussion]
Miren Zeberio [baroque violin]
Josetxu Obregón [baroque cello]
Pablo Martín Caminero [violone]
Iñaki Aranegi [theorbo]
Vicente Parrilla [recorder]

Colores del Sur
Enrike Solinís 
Euskal Barrokensemble

SANZ: Canarios, Pasacalle, Marionas
DE MURCIA: Cumbés, CRUZ: Jácaras
Aga RIZA: Makam Huseyni
D. SCARLATTI: Sonata K 1, Sonata K 14, Sonata K 380, Sonata K 27
TRAD: “Errekaxilo” Fandangoa
KAPSBERGER: Arpeggiata, La Kapsberger, Capona, Passacaglia, Colassione

The new stream of performers coming from Spain, interested in addressing music from the past, is as equally determined
to show off its improvisatory skills as it is to demonstrate its knowledge of the “score”; both attributes available in
abundance on the first recording on Glossa from guitarist Enrike Solinís. With his Euskal Barrokensemble, Solinís –
raised in Bilbao and largely self-taught on plucked instruments – he displays a creative openness to other musical genres
and styles and a lack of reverence for interpretative certainties.
The result is a captivating collation of marionas, canarios, cumbés, jácaras, fandangos and passacaglias drawn from the
Spanish and Italian Baroque traditions. Music by Sanz, Santiago de Murcia and Kapsberger provide the starting points
on this new disc, along with musical ideas from Domenico Scarlatti and a makam as compiled by the Moldavian
prince-philosopher Dimitrie Cantemir (which sees Solinís also performing on the lavta).
However, Solinís and his colleagues overlay all this music with 21st-century sensibilities, alive to inspiration from all
corners of the globe, not just Europe, and not least Andalucía.
The risk-taking adventurousness of Colores del Sur comes, perhaps not surprisingly, with coproduction work from Fahmi
Alqhai (whose 'Rediscovering Spain' album was released by Glossa recently), another unquiet musical spirit from Spain
questioning the basis of playing music from the Baroque and before.
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Les Surprises:
Juliette Perret [soprano]
Étienne Bazola [basse-taille 

Alice Julien-Laferrière, Gabriel Ferry [violins]
Sandra Latour, Matthieu Bertaud [flutes]
Juliette Guignard [viola da gamba, direction]
Marie-Amélie Clément [double bass]
Anaïs Ramage [bassoon]
Etienne Galletier [theorbo]
Louis-Noël Bestion de Camboulas [harpsichord,
direction] 
Juliette Guignard [direction]

Rebel de père en flls                      
Jean-Féry REBEL (1666-1747) & François REBEL (1701-1775)
Ensemble Les Surprises

Marrying stage drama and chamber concert, this début album from Les Surprises draws on 18th century French opera.
Exploring a dynamic repertoire variously familiar and forgotten, bringing theatre into the salon, these enlightened
arrangements show real quality and diversity. 

You could say that that Les Surprises was born under the star of French opera. Founded by Juliette Guignard and
Louis-Noël Bestion de Camboulas in 2010, Les Surprises was influenced by, and indeed takes it's name, from Rameau
and his opera 'Les Surprises de l'Amour'. They play on period instruments and have been resident at the Centre Cuturel
de Rencontre d'Ambronay as part of their young ensembles programme. This debut album is therefore devoted to French
opera, played in 'chamber' formation, shedding new light on unknown music by  François Rebel and Francoeur,
alongside benchmark works by Jean-Féry Rebel. Adorned by the voices of Juliet and Etienne Perret Bazola, this disc will
uplift and delight.
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Tomoe Badiarova, 
Javier Lupiáñez [violins]
David Alonso Molina [viola]
Lena Franchini, Élodie Virot [flutes]
Patrícia Vintém [harpsichord, organ]
Roberto Alonso [cello]

Transfigurations 
Les Esprits Animaux

Journeying through variation, transformation and metamorphosis, 'Transfigurations', Les Esprits Animaux's new album,
glimpses into the passion and reason, the formalism and freedom, the very heart of Baroque music. From passacaglia
through fugue and sonata to tavern song, the written page to improvisation, here is a musical landscape to stimulate the
emotions.

FULL TRACKLISTING AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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Le Concert Brisé
William Dongois (cornett, cornettino,
mute cornett & direction)

Antonio BERTALI: Sonatas
Le Concert Brisé
William Dongois 

William Dongois is one of the best-known cornettists of our time. He is able to play the repertoire of his instrument – the
cornett resembles a flute in its construction, whereas its wooden mouthpiece is used similarly to that of a trumpet – with
dancelike elegance, rhetorical concision and, often, even with a certain "groove".
On this CD, together with the Ensemble Le Concert Brisé, he presents a portrait of the composer Antonio Bertali
(1605-1669), who hailed from Verona and was active at the Habsburg court in Vienna starting at the age of 20. He
composed in the stylus fantasticus, which represents a synthesis of the Italian and Austrian styles. Typical of this style
are echoes of dance movements, sections written above ostinato basses having the effect of improvisations, chromatic
passages, but also dialogues and echo effects – all combining to form a music full of interpretative freedom that always
appears to be telling a story. Today, Bertali's great Chaconne for solo violin (also recorded here) belongs to the standard
baroque repertoire, but Dongois and his ensemble also demonstrate in the lesser-known works how variegated and
enticing this music is.

Also available:
VXXGIGKF5i}z5\¥¢yz¤5V|z5¥{5ª}z5X¥¨¤zªª5ą5^ªv¢~v¤5b«©~x5{¥¨5x¥¨¤zªª
“He has an extraordinary freedom on the instrument… I must also mention the imaginative (and sometimes deliciously wicked) 
continuo, which creates a real conversation with the soloist… The songs by Grandi are beautifully performed… the pain and
despair are delivered fully, being clearly audible in the tone of the voice without a hint of an ‘act’, and reserved for just the 
appropriate points… A thoroughly recommended pair of discs.”  Stephen Cassidy, Early Music Review – October 2013   
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Antonio Meneses [cello]
Munich Chamber Orchestra

CPE BACH: Cello Concertos WQ170, 171, 172 
Antonio Meneses
Munich Chamber Orchestra

When one spoke of the "great Bach" during the second half of the 18th century, it was not Johann Sebastian Bach being
referred to but his second oldest son, Carl Philipp Emanuel (1714-1788). During his time as harpsichordist at the
Prussian court of Friedrich II, this Bach wrote half a hundred concertos for keyboard instruments, and three of these
works also exist as cello concertos. However, they have also been handed down in a version with solo flute. The
question as to their original scoring cannot be answered with any degree of certainty, and the dates of their composition
are also uncertain – the years 1750, 1751 and 1753 are assumed to be correct.
Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach's three cello concertos are typical representatives of pre-classical music: on the one hand,
they conserve audible traits of the baroque music which preceded them, but they also put forward a new, passionately
excited musical rhetoric. Moments of surprise dominate the musical field over long stretches: unexpected tutti rests, gruff
dynamic contrasts, abrupt changes in tone as well as an expressively intensive, often sombre chromaticism – the primary
aim of this music is to move the listener.
The outstanding soloist on this recording made in 1998, unavailable for a long time, is Antonio Meneses, winner of the
legendary Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. Alongside his numerous concerts, Meneses has been a professor at the
Academy of the Arts in Berne since 2008. He was the cellist of the world-famous Beaux Arts Trio from 1998 until 2008.
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Ars Antiqua Austria
Gunar Letzbor

BIBER: Karneval in Kremsier
Ars Antiqua Austria
Gunar Letzbor

The violinist Gunar Letzbor is an established specialist in performing Austrian baroque music; in particular, he has
especially intensively grappled with works of Biber, Muffat and Schmelzer, to name three examples. In so doing, he is
constantly searching for the specifically Austrian baroque string sound.
With the present recording of dance movements by Heinrich Ignaz Franz Biber, Letzbor and his Ensemble Ars Antiqua
Austria portray a fictitious carnival at the court of the music-loving prince-bishop in Kremsier where a very independent,
forward-looking orchestral sound was developing. Through the mixture of numerous instrumental timbres, a sonic variety
was attained that already points ahead to the "modern" orchestral instrumentation of Viennese classicism. We can hear
the special characteristics of Bohemian-Moravian folk music in many of the compositions from the Kremsier music
collection recorded here.
The spectrum of the selected dance movements ranges from gallant and graceful to rustic and exuberant. Letzbor and
his Ensemble play them with charm and élan – occasionally interrupted by the night watchman, who makes it known
what time it is. Before the last movement is over, the tower clock suddenly strikes twelve times, bringing the happy hustle
and bustle to an abrupt end; six Balletti lamentabili conclude this recording with the appropriate solemnity.
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Roger Montgomery [horn]
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment
Margaret Faultless [director/violin

Mozart: Horn Concertos
Roger Montgomery
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment
Margaret Faultless

Horn Concerto in E flat K.V. 417 
Fragment in E  K.V. 494a
Horn Concerto in E flat K.V.495 
Horn Concerto in E flat K.V.447 
Horn Concerto in D K.V.412/514
Horn Concerto in E flat K.V. 370b and 371

Under the direction of Margaret Faultless the OAE shine on these new recordings of Mozart's Horn Concertos, featuring
some astounding performances by Roger Montgomery on the natural horn. As well as lesser-known gems of Mozart's
horn repertoire, at the centre of the collection comes the lyrical fourth Horn Concerto (K.495), featuring thrilling fanfares
and brilliant dialogue between the solo instrument and orchestra. 
 
- The OAE peform Concerto No. 4 at The Anvil, Basingstoke on December 3rd in a programme that also features Isabelle
Faust playing Mendelssohn. 
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The Rodolfus Choir
Ralph Allwood

Paul MEALOR, BRITTEN: …the flowers have their angels
The Rodolfus Choir
Ralph Allwood

BRITTEN: Rejoice in the Lamb, Op.30, A Hymn to the Virgin, Prelude and Fugue on a Theme of Vittoria, 
Five Flower Songs, Op.57 
MEALOR: Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal, Four Madrigals on Rose Texts, Praise, Five Songs of Praise and Devotion 
VICTORIA: Ecce sacerdos magnus, Ecce sacerdos magnus [Plainchant]

The Rodolfus Choir mark both Benjamin Britten’s centenary year, and the 30th anniversary of the choir’s first concert, with
this new programme of works by Britten and Mealor. The disc includes the premiere recording of Paul Mealor’s 'Praise',
which was commissioned especially for the Rodolfus Choir.

The choir’s previous disc of choral works by Elgar was widely-praised by critics: “The Rodolfus Choir shine strongly in
these well-loved Elgar part-songs choral works. ” Musicweb International - Recording of the Month

“Elgarians and others tempted by the works assembled in this new collection can be assured that it is on a par with the
best of them.” International Record Review
 
ALSO AVAILABLE:
SIGCD315 Elgar Go Song of Mine: Rodolfus
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Emmanuel Despax [piano] 
Orpheus Sinfonia
Thomas Carroll [conductor]

SAINT-SAENS Piano Concerto No.2
Stephen GOSS: Piano Concerto 
César FRANCK: Variations Symphoniques

Emmanuel Despax is a rising star on the UK and international piano scene, who has performed at the Wigmore and
Cadogan Halls in London and with orchestras including the CBSO.
His debut concerto recording, with the Orpheus Sinfonia under Thomas Carroll, features the premiere recording of
Stephen Goss’s Piano Concerto, inspired by the designs of Thomas Heatherwick:the work’s premiere performance was
the first classical concert in which audiences were invited to bring their ipads and tablets, to watch an interactive display
designed to accompany the music. 
The work is accompanied by two similarly expressive and characterful works, Saint-Saëns’ ever-popular Piano Concerto
No.2 and Franck’s 'Variations Symphoniques'.

“Welsh composer Stephen Goss draws on a variety of sources for his eminently listenable music.
Despite the eclectic nature of his influences, which range from Beethoven’s late piano music to the
films of former Python Terry Gilliam, Goss’s musical language comes across as brilliantly integrated.”
International Record Review
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John Mark Ainsley • William Dazeley
Sarah Fox • Magdalena Molendowska
Ann Murray • Thomas Oliemans
Malcolm Martineau

The Complete Songs of Poulenc Vol. 4
John Mark Ainsley
William Dazeley
Sarah Fox
Magdalena Molendowska
Ann Murray
Thomas Oliemans
Malcolm Martineau

Le bestiaire (Thomas Oliemans)
Poèmes de Ronsard (William Dazeley)
Cinq poèmes de Max Jacob (Sarah Fox)
Huit chansons polonaises (Magdalena Molendowska)
Cinq poèmes de Paul Eluard (John Mark Ainsley)
Chansons villageoises (Thomas Oliemans)
Une chanson de porcelaine (William Dazeley)
Fancy (Ann Murray)
La Dame de Monte Carlo (John Mark Ainsley)

Composing over 150 works for piano and voice over a period of 44 years, the songs of Francis Poulenc remain
consistently popular to concert audiences the world over. Varying in their individual style and character in a way that 
defies generalisation, Poulenc set music to a wide range of different French poetry – both ancient and modern, and from
 the serious to the surreal. This is the fourth release in Signum's series that will build to encompass the complete songs
of Francis Poulenc – performed by some of the greatest singers of the day and accompanied by the 
exceptional Malcolm Martineau.

“... With eight outstanding singers and the pianist all on top form, this is
the most attractively inviting of these Poulenc anthologies so far issued.
Excellent documentation too.” Gramophone, (on Volume 3, SIGCD272)
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Thomas Zehetmair [violin, conductor]
Orchestre de Chambre de Paris
Emmanuel Ceysson [harp*]

Ravel, Debussy
Thomas Zehetmair 
Orchestre de Chambre de Paris
Emmanuel Ceysson 

Ravel: Tzigane 1924, Pavane pour une Infante défunte 1899, orch. 1911, Le tombeau de Couperin 1914-17, orch. 1920
Debussy: Petite suite 1889, orch. 1907, Danse sacrée* 1904, Danse profane* 1904,
Sarabande 1894, Danse 1891 [both orch. 1923 by Maurice Ravel]

Renowned for their excellence in the French repertoire, Orchestre de Chambre de Paris are now under the musical
direction of violinist and conductor Thomas Zehetmair.
The debut recording of their collaboration is a luminous programme dedicated to two giants of French music, Ravel and
Debussy. Thomas Zehetmair, renowned for his amazing discography on ECM as violinist and leader of the Zehetmair
Quartet, records Ravel's famous Tzigane for the first time.

The world-famous violinist, conductor and chamber musician Thomas Zehetmair has been Principal Conductor and
Artistic Advisor of the Orchestre de Chambre de Paris since the 2012/13 season.
He has appeared as a violinist in the leading European venues, including the Royal Festival Hall in London, the Vienna
Konzerthaus, the Munich Philharmonie, and the Cologne Philharmonie, and developed a parallel career as a conductor
with the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra in Helsinki, the Konzerthausorchester Berlin, the Mozarteumorchester
Salzburg, and the Orchestre de Chambre de Paris. In 2002 he was appointed Music Director of the Northern Sinfonia in
the UK, and since 2010 he has been Artistic Partner of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra in the United States.
In the course of the 2012/13 season he concentrated his activities on his artistic partnerships with the Orchestre de
Chambre de Paris, the Northern Sinfonia in Newcastle, and the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, but also appeared as
guest conductor with the Tonkünstler-Orchester, the Münchner Kammerorchester, the Orchestre de Chambre de
Lausanne, and the Netherlands Radio Chamber Orchestra. He performed as a violinist with Pierre-Laurent Aimard, the
Zehetmair Quartett, the Orchestre du Théâtre de la Monnaie, and on tour with the Bamberger Symphoniker conducted by
Jonathan Nott.
His recordings of the major works of the violin repertoire have won numerous prizes, including three Gramophone
Awards and three Diapasons d’Or of the Year. His version of the Mozart concertos with the Orchestra of the Eighteenth
Century under the direction of Frans Brüggen is regarded as a benchmark.
In 2005 Thomas Zehetmair received the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik for his artistic versatility. He holds an
honorary doctorate from the Hochschule für Musik Franz Liszt in Weimar.
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Mandelring Quartett
Quartetto di Cremona
 
David Cairns reviewing in Sunday Times ...

MENDELSSOHN: Complete Music for Strings III
String Quartet Op.44 No.3, Four Pieces for String Quartet Op. 81, Octet Op. 20
Mandelring Quartett
Quartetto di Cremona

Felix Mendelssohn did not write his six mature string quartets continually, but instead at particular pivotal points in his life
and compositional career. In his youth, studying Bach and Beethoven proved to be fruitful, and later in life he was
inspired by the  exceptional violinist Ferdinand David to write his three Quartets Op. 44 between 1837 and 1839
(represented on this SACD by the final work in E flat major). They document the mature, formally assured Mendelssohn
who sums up his instrumental writing: brilliantly composed (particularly for David’s violin), full of colour and formal
attractions, romantic in their conduct.
After completing his Quartet Op. 80 (contained in the second volume of the complete recording), Mendelssohn had not
much time left to revisit and renew the string quartet. Two single surviving  movements – a tenderly transfigured, but also
irascible, Andante with five variations and a whispering Scherzo – were integrated into Op. 81 after Mendelssohn’s
death. To Mendelssohn admirers, this Scherzo is faintly reminiscent of the Scherzo in the Octet Op. 20 with which the
sixteen-year-old Felix, in a coup de main, created a new genre: “symphonic” chamber music where all “pianos and fortes
need to be very precise and clearly separated and more distinctly emphasised than it is normally the case with pieces of
this genre.” The jubilant opening of the octet, the romance-like Andante, the elastic, elf-like Scherzo and the rapid fugal
finale – every movement is proof of the resourcefulness and the youthful genius of this “lovely episode in German music”,
as Friedrich Nietzsche once referred to the composer Mendelssohn.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Complete Chamber Music for Strings vol.I
audite92656 (SACD)

Complete Chamber Music for Strings vol.II
audite92657 (SACD)
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Quartetto di Cremona:
Cristiano Gualco
Paolo Andreoli
Simone Gramaglia
Giovanni Scaglione

BEETHOVEN: Complete String Quartets II
String Quartet in E minor, Op. 59, No. 2 ‘Razumovsky No. 2’
String Quartet in E flat major, Op. 127
Quartetto di Cremona

Following the successful release of Volume I in the complete edition of Beethoven String Quartets with the “Quartetto di
Cremona”, audite now continues the series. The choice of works for the second volume refers to two periods during
which Beethoven turned away for good from the culture of music amateurs of the late eighteenth century. The Quartets
Op. 59 of 1806, commissioned by Count Andrey Kirillovich Razumovsky, were written for Vienna’s most famous
professional string quartet, led by Ignaz Schuppanzigh. Beethoven’s musical language is no longer balanced and
well-seasoned, as that of his contemporaries, but is extreme in every respect: ruthless and with feeling, dramatically
operatic and full of contrapuntal finesse.
The “Quartetto di Cremona” contrasts this work from Beethoven’s mature phase with his opus 127 of 1824. It is this work
in E flat major with which the already deaf Beethoven began his series of late works, received by his contemporaries with
alarm, but by posterity with admiration.
For a long time after the dissolution of the “Quartetto Italiano” in the 1980s, no Italian string quartets seemed to come
forward to seek international renown. The four young musicians from Genoa, however, who formed the “Quartetto di
Cremona” following their studies in the violin making town of Cremona, have revived Italian string quartet playing. Since
its foundation in 2000, the ensemble has developed into the best quartet of its country, and also into one of the most
prestigious and imaginative quartets within Europe. This status is documented by the audite recording series of the
complete Beethoven String Quartets which was started one year ago – a touchstone for all string quartets in its textual
dimension, as well as in its technical demands.

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
audite92680 Ludwig van Beethoven: Complete String Quartets Vol. I
• B flat major, Op. 18, No. 6
• F minor, Op. 95
• F major, Op. 135
*****/***** BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE
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Amadeus Quartet

The RIAS Amadeus Quartet Recordings Vol. II: Schubert
Berlin 1950-64
Amadeus Quartet

CD1: String Quartet No. 14 in D minor, D. 810 ‘Death and the Maiden’ 
String Quartet No. 10 in E-flat major, D. 87 
String Quartet No. 9 in G minor, D. 173 
CD2: String Quartet No. 13 in A minor, D. 804 ‘Rosamunde’ 
String Quartet No. 15 in G major, D. 887 (op. post. 161)

Following the release of Beethoven String Quartets with the Amadeus Quartet, Audite now presents the second volume
in this recording series featuring works by Franz Schubert.The trademarks of the world-famous string quartet were a
beautiful sound and technical perfection; in 1975 the famous German critic Joachim Kaiser confirmed that the Amadeus
Quartet was „still the best string quartet in the world". The ensemble's fame had evolved, alongside many concerts and
world-wide tours, thanks to its numerous recordings on disc. Less well-known, however, is the fact that the Amadeus
Quartet also made many radio recordings. For nearly 20 years, from 1950 until 1969, the Amadeus Quartet regularly
travelled to the Berlin RIAS studios. Here, a whole host of recordings was made, reflecting not only the quartet's core
repertoire, but also novelties - works that had previously not been performed by the Amadeus Quartet. 
In the audite series 'The RIAS Amadeus Quartet Recordings', the majority of these recordings are released in six
thematically assembled boxed CD sets. Alongside classical composers led by  Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven, from the
outset the music of Franz Schubert formed a pillar of the Amadeus Quartet's repertoire. Not only did the musicians
devote themselves to the three great quartets - the 'Rosamunde', 'Death and the Maiden' and the String Quartet in G
major - but they also played some of the early quartets on a regular basis.The Amadeus Quartet finds a particular quality
for each of the quartets and thus does justice to the requirements and the content of the music. The early quartets are
not overloaded with a "big sound", but are played with a light and lean timbre. For the 'Rosamunde' Quartet, the
ensemble presents an interpretation characterised by an inner calm and, at the same time, a piercing intensity. 'Death
and the Maiden' reveals precise preparation resulting in a homogenous balance. The underlying sense of drama of the G
major String Quartet, Schubert's final quartet, is emphasised by great contrasts.
The very early radio recordings of 1950 and 1951 in particular are characterised by impetuous turbulence and youthful
exuberance, which are transformed in the later recordings into classical balance, perfection and a beautiful tone. These
radio recordings made by the Amadeus Quartet add to, and widen, the view of the astonishing and successful history of
this ensemble.
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Thibault Noally [violin Gennaro Vinaccia, Napoli,
1719]

A Violino Solo
Violin Works by Bach, Baltzar, Biber, Telemann, Vilsmayer & Westhoff
Thibault Noally

VILSMAYR: Partita No. 5
TELEMANN: Fantasia TWV40:23
WESTHOFF: Suite No. 5
TELEMANN: Fantaisie TWV40:25
BALTZAR: Praeludium in C min, Allemande in G min
TELEMANN: Fantaisie TWV40:15
BACH: Partita No. 2 BWV1004
TELEMANN: Fantaisie TWV40:17
BIBER: Passagaglia, excerpt from Rosenkratz Sonata

Thibault Noally is a recognised name on the international baroque stage. He has been active for many years, as the solo
violin of Les Musiciens du Louvre-Grenoble with Marc Minkowski, with the Concerto Köln, Pulcinella or the Ensemble
Matheus. This first solo album plays to his strengths and expertise: German Baroque works for solo violin.
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Aldo Ciccolini [piano]

13 Waltzes
Aldo Ciccolini 

CHABRIER: Feuillet d’album, CHOPIN: Waltz in A minor, Op. 34 No.2
PIERNE: Viennoise (suite de valses et cortège-blues), Op. 49 bis
GRIEG: Efterklang, Op. 71 No.7, SATIE: Je te veux, de SEVERAC: Valse romantique
SCHUBERT/R.STRAUSS: Waltz for piano in G flat major, Kupelwieser-Walzer, D. Anh. I/14
DEBUSSY: La plus que lente, MASSENET: Valse très lente, SIBELIUS: Valse triste, Op. 44
FAURE: Valse-Caprice No.3 in G-flat Major, Op. 59, BRAHMS: Waltz in A-flat Major, Op. 39 No. 15
TAILLEFERRE: Valse lente

The waltz has inspired many composers. From the Romantic era to the 20th century, Aldo Ciccolini's recording offers a
very wide-ranging survey of the genre, while nonetheless reserving a special place for the French composers, both
famous and less well known, that the artist has served with passion ever since the start of his career. With this disc,
Maestro Ciccolini has produced the most varied programme of his entire recording career: 13 works and 13 composers...
This recital is organised around two pillars, the most extended pieces on the programme, two waltzes that are extremely
difficult and at the same time of great interest: Fauré's third 'Valse-Caprice' Op.59, which propels us into the environment
of a certain Parisian aristocracy, and Gabriel Pierné's 'Suite Viennoise', very different in character, which comes very
close to the world of the Folies Bergère.

“One shouldn’t be impatient in life, certain things demand a gestation period. I’m not impatient to play something, I need
the time to find myself ”, says Aldo Ciccolini. More than just a CD, this new recording is testimony to the art of a living
legend. Now 88 years of age, the master’s source of wonder and appetite for music remain intact!
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Jean-Philippe Collard [piano]

CHOPIN: Preludes Op.28
Piano Sonata No. 2 Op. 35 'Marche funèbre'
Jean-Philippe Collard

Jean-Philippe Collard returns to Chopin after 33 years of silence. It has taken him decades to feel comfortable with the
composer. Today he is confident in his approach to this repertory and has no qualms about his interpretative options. 
Jean-Philippe Collard sees this disc as a break, a renewal. All his previous records were released on EMI. Today he has
changed labels, repertoire, sound engineer . . .  These developments enable him to escape a certain routine, to put
himself on the line. There are countless benchmark versions of these pieces but the French pianist has not sought to
measure himself against them and his approach to the composer is honest and totally sincere. Chopin represents a
genuine challenge, for which Jean-Philippe Collard has identified a style that is his alone.

With a discography of more than 50 titles under his belt, Jean-Philippe Collard is a regular visitor to the foremost musical
venues of the old continent and the other side of the Atlantic – from Carnegie Hall to the Teatro Colón by way of the
Théâtre des Champs-Élysées and the Royal Albert Hall. A well-known figure to the French public, a great favourite with
audiences in the United States, he can boast of having played with the top conductors and orchestras all over the world.
Still as unaffected as ever, direct and jovial, he’s more likely to talk of his private happiness than his public successes: a
fulfilling family life alongside his wife and five children, with close and loyal friendships . . A nature lover, a DIY enthusiast
in his spare time, this gentleman pianist cultivates more than one secret garden.

"Whatever the repertory I tackle, my priority has always been piano sound. I look for what the pianist Samson François
called the ‘Blue Note’, that is to say, the ideal note at the ideal moment. The note in all its plenitude. Once you gain
control of the sound, you can control the discourse, the momentum of the musical phrase. The experience of recording
allows you to go still further in that quest. Paradoxically, recordings are responsible for a certain uniformity of sound.
When I was young, I could recognise the greatest pianists by their sound. Today, unfortunately, piano playing is
dominated by a kind of linearity."
Jean-Philippe Collard
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Willem Mengelberg, 
Eduard van Beinum, 
Bernard Haitink, 
Riccardo Chailly,
Mariss Jansons
& many more

Full track listing available on request

RCO 125 The Radio Legacy
Anthology of the RCO, Volumes 1-7
Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra

+ Mariss Jansons conducts:
BRUCKNER: Symphony No. 4, DVORAK: Symphony No. 9, MAHLER: Symphony No. 2
SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 7, STRAUSS: Don Juan & Eine Alpensinfonie
STRAVINSKY: Le Sacre du printemps & L'Oiseau de feu

No collection of recordings from the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra’s rich history can offer the listener a truly complete
overview. But the present CD box set certainly comes closer than any before it. The Radio Legacy is a compilation of the
seven part Anthology of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, the four box sets devoted to the orchestra’s chief
conductors Willem Mengelberg, Eduard van Beinum, Bernard Haitink and Riccardo Chailly, and also featuring more
recent recordings with Mariss Jansons. Drawing on the wealth of recordings in the Dutch public broadcasting network
archives, the selection does justice to the unique history of the orchestra. Repertoire, performance, conductors, soloists,
and recording quality were the criteria which, proved to be decisive. Indeed, the compilers have worked ‘with the
awareness that the making of choices brings with it the duty to showcase as many aspects of this history as possible’.
This CD set can thus be seen as an important supplement to the orchestra’s musical legacy as reflected by the many
releases on record labels over the years.
Included in the luxurious box set is ´125 Years in Silent Pictures´, a photo book featuring archival and specially made
new photos capturing the orchestra´s history from the very first beginning up to 2013. An index book focusing on
composers, conductors and soloists will guide the listener through this vast collection of recordings. The Radio Legacy is
a limited edition: no more than 1000 copies are available.

"… More Music From the Dutch Dream Team... I can well imagine this set providing as much pleasure and musical
stimulation as its six equally nourishing predecessors. A listening experience to savour."
Rob Cowan, Gramophone (on Anthology, Vol. 7)

"Hats off to the Royal Concertgebouw [Orchestra]: this ... crowns what is without doubt the most impressive
 (certainly the most representative) recorded retrospective of any orchestra ever undertaken on disc." 
Rob Cowan, Gramophone (on Anthology, Vol. 6)

152 CDs, liner notes and index book+photo book
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Galina Vishnevskaia
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
Russian State Academic Choir
Russian Symphony Orchestra
Igor Markevitch

MUSSORGSKY: Russian Songs, Pictures at an Exhibition
STRAVINSKY: Symphony of Psalms
Cradle Song, The Dazzling Lassie, Night, Where are you, Dear Sister?
Scallywag, The Dniepr
Igor Markevitch
Galina Vishnevskaia
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra

Igor Markevitch leads the Berlin Philharmonic in Moscow in February 1953: 'Pictures at an Exhibition' in the Ravel
orchestration, In June 1960 he returned in the second of these two historic concerts remastered to perfection, with
Stravinsky's 'Symphony of Psalms' performed by the Russian State Academic Choir.
The great Galina Vishnevskaya  was at her absolute peak in June 1962, giving us six Russian songs in arrangements by
Igor Markevitch himself and a satisfying 71 minutes worth.
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Denis Matsuev [piano]
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov [conductor]

Yuri Temirkanov Vol.1
TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 4, Piano Concerto No. 1
Denis Matsuev
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov

Three amazing concerts dedicated to Tchaikovsky recorded at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées in Paris with Yuri
Temirkanov  conducting the Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, directed by Andrey Torstensen.

In volume 1 : Piano Concerto No. 1 in B-flat minor, Op. 23 (1875) with acclaimed soloist Denis Matsuev and Symphony
No. 4 in F minor, Op. 36 (1878).

1 DVD
Running time: 80 min.
Image: Colour, 16/9, NTSC
Sound: PCM Stereo
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Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov [conductor]

Yuri Temirkanov Vol.2
TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 5
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov

Three amazing concerts dedicated to Tchaikovsky recorded at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées in Paris with Yuri
Temirkanov conducting the Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra, directed by Andrey Torstensen for DVD.

In volume 2: Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. 64 (1888)

“Une Cinquième symphonie (…) expressionniste, péremptoire et cinglante”
“Une interprétation hors norme, de même que les étonnantes couleurs de l’orchestre russe: attaques acérées et
cohésion des cordes, verdeur et présence des bois, éclat des cuivres.”
CONCERTONET.COM

1 DVD
Running time: 46 min.
Image Colour, 16/9, NTSC
Sound: PCM Stereo
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Sergei Nakariakov [trumpet]
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov [conductor]

Yuri Temirkanov Vol.3
TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 6, Op. 74 'Pathétique'
Romeo and Juliet - Overture
Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op. 33, for Trumpet and Orchestra
Sergei Nakariakov
Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov

The third of three amazing concerts dedicated to Tchaikovsky, recorded at the Théâtre des Champs-Elysées in Paris
with Yuri Temirkanov  conducting the Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra.

In volume 3: Romeo and Juliet – Overture (1870), Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op. 33 for Trumpet and Orchestra
(1877) with soloist Mikhail Nakariakov and famous Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 “Pathétique” (1893).

Recording: Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, Paris - 2/12/2007
Directed by Andrey Torstensen

“Dans la Pathétique, l’acuité formelle aboutie, l’élégance chorégraphique de la ligne, la pulsation inexorable et le
désespoir sans pathos brûlent l’âme.”

“On est transporté au plus profond de l’âme russe par l’un des plus grands chefs actuels, héritier d’une tradition qui
remonte à Tchaïkovski lui-même.” ALTAMUSICA.COM

1 DVD
Running time: 87 minutes
Image: Colour, 16/9, NTSC
ound: PCM Stereo
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Guy Livingston
Philippe Keler
Stephane Leach [pianos]

Antheil the Futurist: Piano Music of George Antheil
Guy Livingston

Fourth Sonata for Pianoforte: Jazz Sonata, Sonatina for radio
Valses Profanes with an Introduction of Fireworks 
Golden Bird, after Brancusi, Second Piano Sonata: The Airplane
Swell Music *, Third Piano Sonata: Death of Machines
Fifth Piano Sonata, First Sonata: Sonate Sauvage 
Little Shimmy, For Merle *, Overture & Tango from the opera "Transatlantic" 
Suite for Piano four-hands *, Serpent mécanique *
* World premiere recordings 

Early in 1920, the young brash composer George Antheil decided to leave his home country, the USA, and conquer the
concert halls of Europe as a pianist, travelling first to London and then to Germany where he set up headquarters from
July 1922 to June 1923, well-prepared to dazzle Europe with his daring compositions and bold pianism.
Most of his experimental piano music was composed in Berlin in just this one year. Many of these works can be heard
together for the first time on this recording thanks to new discoveries and scholarly research – exquisitely performed by
Guy Livingston who is one of the foremost performers promoters of Antheil's music today.

Born in Tennessee, with degrees from Yale, NEC, and the Royal Conservatory of the Netherlands, pianist Guy Livingston
wowed critics and audiences with his successful 'Don't Panic' CD. He is based in Paris and Amsterdam and travels
widely as a pianist and director. Livingston has already recorded two CDs of the music of George Antheil, organised the
Paris Antheil Centennial Concert, and was Artistic Director for the 2003 George Antheil Festival in Trenton in honour of
the 1920's futurist. In addition Livingston has been the focus of two television documentaries on Antheil, as well as
appearing in the film 'Bad Boy Made Good'. 
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Dalia Schaechter (Mother), 
Banu Böke (Bride), 
Thomas Laske (Leonardo), 
Miriam Ritter (Leonardo’s Wife), 
Cornelia Berger (Leonardo’s Mother-in-Law), 
Gregor Henze (The Groom), 
Stephan Ullrich (Father of the Bride), 
Wuppertal Symphony Orchestra, 
Chorus of the Wuppertal Opera/Hilary Griffiths

FORTNER: Blood Wedding
Opera in Two Acts after the Play by Federico García Lorca, German Version by
Enrique Beck

Stage Director and Designer: Christian von Götz 
Dramaturgy: Ulrike Olbrich, Johannes Blum

Premiered in Cologne in 1957, “Bluthochzeit” became one of the most successful operas in the post-war era. However,
as the opera became rare in theatre programmes in recent decades, the present DVD contains a much-noticed and
acclaimed new production staged by Christian von Götz for the Wuppertal Opera in January 2013: “von Götz leads the
committed prominent ensemble in a highly concentrated, detailed and accurate manner, brilliantly conveys the contrast
between the oppressive sadness of the environment and the young people's desire for freedom. […] one of the best
productions of the region and the season.” (Neue Osnabrücker Zeitung)
* Premiere Recording

The premonition of a crime yet to be committed pervades the story from the very beginning: At the centre of the story are
a bride and her groom whose wedding is threatened by the fateful enmity between two families. The bride's former lover
Leonardo comes from the family responsible for the death of the groom's father and brother. During the wedding night,
the bride runs away with Leonardo. Driven by grief, the groom pursuits them, thus fulfilling the tragedy anticipated from
the start.
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Roberto Fabbriciani [flutes]

Bruno MADERNA: Music in Two Dimensions: Works for Flute
Roberto Fabbriciani

Musica su due dimensioni (1952) *
Musica su due dimensioni (1958) * for flute & magnetic tape / Alvise Vidolin [sound direction]
Flötenkonzert (1954) * / Orchestra Filarmonica “G.Monaco”, Marcello Panni [conductor]
Divertimento in due tempi (1953) *, Honeyrévès (1961), Per Caterina (1963) *
Serenade für Claudia (1968) * for flute & piano / Massimiliano Damerini [piano]
Cadenza (1963) for solo flute, Serenata per un satellite (1969) **
for flutes, arr. Fabbricani with Luisella Botteon [flute]
* First Recordings
** First Recording of this arrangement

In honour of the 40th anniversary of great composer/conductor Bruno Maderna’s (1920-73) death, Mode is pleased to
release the first complete CD of Maderna’s music for flute.
The flute played an important part in Maderna’s oeuvre due to his friendship with the exceptional flautist Severino
Gazzelloni, who had premiered almost all of the flute compositions. 'Musica su due dimensioni' is among the earliest
examples to make live music interact with electroacoustic sounds recorded on tape. There are two versions of this piece,
both with the same name but different tapes. The first, for flute and cymbals, was premiered at Darmstadt, the later
version conceived for flute and tape. The tape part of the latter benefits from the progress in the possibilities for electronic
music, and offers the flautist 'random' choices in performance, while requiring the active participation of the sound
engineer as well, foreshadowing the use of live electronics.
In 'Honeyrêves', a complementary relationship is made between flute and piano, the pianist is required to use
extended techniques (clusters, harmonics on strings and the use of beaters).
'Serenate per un satellite' was written for the launch of the satellite Boreas, the music was performed at the launch site
moments before its launch. The graphic score is arranged here for various flutes by Fabbriciani.
'Per Caterina' and 'Serenade für Claudia' are miniatures written for his twin daughters, with all of the affection of a father.
Roberto Fabbriciani is an international soloist and specialist in contemporary flute repertoire.

Also by Roberto FABBRICIANI on Mode Records: Aldo CLEMENTI Works for Flute MODE224
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