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BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE 
Opera Choice
• Orfeo C865131A Verdi Arias [and duets with Kwiecien] Piotr Beczala

Choral & Song Choice 
• harmonia mundi HMC902155 Pergolesi Septem Verba a Christo/René Jacobs

GRAMOPHONE 
EDITOR’S CHOICE
• harmonia mundi HMU907557 Francesco da Milano Il Divino / Paul O’Dette

EDITOR’S CHOICE & BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE DISC OF THE MONTH [June]
• Glossa GCD922606 I viaggi di Faustina / Roberta Invernizzi 

INTERNATIONAL RECORD REVIEW
IRR Outstanding & Front Cover
• The Choir of Kings College Cambridge KGS0002 Mozart Requiem: Realisations
IRR Outstanding
• Naïve V 5326 Ann Hallenberg Hidden Handel 
IRR Outstanding
• La Dolce Volta LDV11 Alkan Piano Works / Pascal Amoyel

OPERA
Disc of the Month 
• Bel Air Classiques BAC076 Charpentier Médée  / Christophe Rousset           
 
THE STRAD
• Cover artist is Jordi Savall [Alia Vox, also being interviewed for BBCMM by James Naughtie ]



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: HMA1951881
Barcode: 3149020188132
Price: £3.85
Format: 1 CD
Ekaterina Sementchuk [mezzo-soprano]
Larissa Gergieva [piano]

Russian Songs

Ekaterina Sementchuk

Choral & Song Choice, BBC Music Magazine

“hers is a voice in a million…she sings with such authority that one hangs on every note: her low register tingles the
spine, and her upper register is gorgeously inflected.”
Michael Church, Album of the Week, The Independent, 14-20 October 2006, *****

“The Cardiff Singer of the World finalist strikes a compelling balance between all-out passion and refined poetic nuance”
Andrew Stewart, Classic FM Magazine, July 2006

“The voice is as generous in tone as the performer is in spirit. It's not actually the amplitude or firmness which impress
most, rather the unstrained sense of musical control.”
Michael Dervan, The Irish Times, 26 May 2006

“Both artists perform with prodigious spirit and engagement with their material, and the results are distinctly rewarding.”
George Hall, Opera Now, July/August 2006

“Sementchuk and Gergieva maintain that exalted level to the end: great music-making”
David Nice, Choral & Song Choice, BBC Music Magazine, September 2006

This title was released for the first time in 2006 [HMN911881].



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: HMA1951780
Barcode: 3149020178034
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Dietrich Henschel [baritone]
Helmut Deutsch [piano]

KORNGOLD: Lieder

Dietrich Henschel
Helmut Deutsch

Korngold left around 40 songs, composed between 1911 and 1952. This recording contains many first recordings,
including songs transcribed from the manuscripts and performed here for the very first time, back in 2002. 

"The vocal and stylistic range required is colossal, and baritone Dietrich  Henschel confirms his status as today's most
versatile lieder singer in  performances that combine passion with tenderness, and sensuality with urbane wit. Helmut
Deutsch is exemplary as his accompanist." 
Tim Ashley, The Guardian, 4 October 2002*****

"Baritone Dietrich Henschel possesses a combination of richness and directness of voice and articulate enunciation that
recalls Fischer-Dieskau." 
Edward Bhesania, The Observer, 20 October 2002 

"THIS unique survey of songs by Erich Korngold, sung by Dietrich Henschel,  is one of the most exciting releases to
come out of the Harmonia Mundi stable in recent months... Many of the pre-American songs in this comprehensive
recording - the radical Drei Lieder, Op 18, for instance - seem a world away from the filmic Op 38 of 1948. Even more
sensational is the delicious abandon of the Op 5 songs, written at the age of 14 for his father’s birthday, and littered with
unmistakable premonitions of  the film career that lay ahead."
***** Kenneth Walton, The Scotsman, 28 October 2002 

"Deutsch's stylish playing is ever-pleasurable, while Henschel's metallic  baritone bears out this label's reputation for
talent-spotting." 
Anna Picard, The Independent on Sunday, 10 November 2002

"Any fan of Korngold's swashbuckling film scores would appreciate  this CD,  which forms a retrospective survey that
runs from the  Eichendorff songs,  composed when he was a teen prodigy, to the  nostalgic Sonett fur Wien, dating  from
1953. The vocal and stylistic range required is colossal, and baritone Dietrich Henschel confirms his status as today's
most versatile  lieder singer in  performances that combine passion with  tenderness, and sensuality with  urbane wit." 
Charlotte Higgins, Records of the Year, The Guardian, 6 December 2002 



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMA1951961
Barcode: 3149020196137
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Trio Wanderer

MENDELSSOHN: Piano Trios

Trio Wanderer

BBC Music Magazine Chamber Choice
Daily Telegraph Classical CD of the Week

“There have been fine recordings of these pieces but none that brings them more vividly to life.”
Chamber Choice, BBC Music Magazine, Proms 2007

"White hot: Trio Wanderer's performance is incandescent...These ardent, combustible performances remind us that, for
all his classical finesse of workmanship, Mendelssohn's was a true Romantic sensibility, restless, impulsive and
impassioned.
Passion is the keynote here. Where some groups play up the elegiac aspects of the D minor's first movement, Trio
Wanderer take on board Mendelssohn's agitato direction and give the most impetuous reading I can remember, coursing
over the bar-lines and driving to a torrential final climax. The fanciful fairy-scherzo is a miracle of poise and grace at
speed, while in the finale they avoid the trap of rhythmic over-emphasis and sweep the music forward in vast, soaring
spans.
The C minor Trio (No 2) has always been less favoured than the D minor. But in the Wanderer's incandescent
performance, it seems at least as fine. In the smouldering first movement - the most Brahmsian piece Mendelssohn ever
wrote - they ratchet up the development to an excruciating pitch of tension, and then conjure a wonderful sense of
mysterious expectancy in the tranquillo coda.
The barcarolle slow movement, often a cue for indulgence, here glides and shimmers with a dreamlike delicacy. As for
the finale, Mendelssohn's integration of a Lutheran chorale into his turbulent musical narrative has rarely seemed as
convincing as this. As ever, the playing marries lucidity of texture with an urgent singing line. And when the apotheosis
arrives, it has a glorious sense of inevitability and release, with no whiff of bombast.
Trio Wanderer are up against some formidable rivals in these great works. But for mingled poetry and white-hot intensity,
they have few, if any, peers." 
Richard Wigmore, Classical CD of the Week, The Daily Telegraph, 14 July 2007



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1951952
Barcode: 3149020195239
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Maria Cristina Kiehr [soprano]
Concerto Soave
Jean-Marc Aymes [conductor]

Lamentazioni per la Settimana Santa
Lamentations and instrumental pieces by Carissimi, Frescobaldi, Palestrina,
Kapsberger, Marcorelli & anon.
Maria Cristina Kiehr

Gramophone Editor’s Choice
Sunday Times Classical CD of the Week

“Kiehr has an angelic voice and she is superbly accompanied by the small period ensemble Concerto Soave…An
inspirational disc.”
Hugh Canning, Classical CD of the Week, Sunday Times, 20 May 2007

“Maria Cristina Kiehr’s androgynous, avenging angel voice is ideal for the ageless tragedy, bending coolly to the contours
of the affects and incantations.  Under Jean-Marc Aymes, Concerto Soave produce some startling sounds and gorgeous
viol playing from Sylvie Moquet.  A fascinating foil to the familiar settings.”
Anna Picard, The Independent on Sunday, 27 May 2007

“Maria Cristina Kiehr's beautiful and subtly controlled performances are outstanding.”
Elizabeth Roche, The Daily Telegraph, 9 June 2007



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMA1951750
Barcode: 3149020175033
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Frank Braley [piano]

BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonatas Nos.23, 14 & 31

Frank Braley

“Since his victory in the Reine Elisabeth Competition in Belgium in 1992, at the age of 22, Braley has allowed himself
plenty of time for reflection, and his career… has been, in his own image, refined and demanding.” (Michel Le Naour, Le
Monde de la Musique). 

“This young French pianist, who made his recording debut with a Schubert disc for harmonia mundi, is an exquisitely
polished player.” Performance ***** (BBC Music Magazine). 

“Schubertian elegance, a playful fluency, the desire to bring colour and timbre to his sound” are not the least qualities of
this stylish pianist who offers us here, on a rare instrument, a personal and poetic reading of the most famous Beethoven
sonatas.

This title was released for the first time in 2002.

 



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1957333
Barcode: 3149020733332
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
The Orlando Consort

BUSNOIS: Mass 'O Crux lignum'

The Orlando Consort

The music of Antoine Busnois has inspired intense interest in recent times. With this survey of the different genres -
sacred and secular - in which Busnois excelled, the Orlando Consort demonstrates the composer's supreme technical
mastery, his melodic flair, and his rhythmic vitality. A comprehensive portrait of an early-Renaissance genius.  

“An ideal introduction for newcomers to this ancient music.” 
Andrew Stewart, Classic FM Magazine, April 2005

“You can hear why Busnois's music was admired so much by the Venetian madrigalists of the  beginning of the 16th
century.”
Andrew Clements, The Guardian, 25 March 2005

This title was released for the first time in 2005.



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1951727
Barcode: 3149020172735
BUDGET Price:
Format: 1 CD
Huelgas-Ensemble
Paul Van Nevel

PADOVANO: Mass for 24 Voices

Huelgas 

"Another obscure Renaissance composer? Not really. In his time, Padovano was as exalted as any of his peers. His
career was launched in 1552, when he became organist at St Mark's Venice. Later he went to Graz, where he was the
equivalent of music director at the Archduke of Austria's court. This thrilling mass, discovered only recently by Paul van
Nevel in the Austrian National Library, is an enormous piece, written for three eight-part groups. The Huelgas Ensemble
perform the work twice on this CD, once using choir with just two cornetti and trombone, once with three parts sung and
21 parts given instrumentally. Some will claim poor value as a result, but the two versions offer fascinating colouristic
contrasts. Play it as loud as you dare: the sound in both cases is magnificent. " Stephen Pettitt, Sunday Times, 15/4/2001

“aficionados will want to experience those two dozen massed sackbuts and cornets; and I wouldn’t want to argue with
them.” Fabrice Fitch, Gramophone, June 2001

"Paul Van Nevel has no equal in the art of transforming the most intellectually complex music into fountains of youth and
emotion, an emotion born of perfection of line, of skilled balance between voices and instruments, of rhythmic vigour."
Renaud Machart, Le Monde



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1951519
Barcode: 3149020151938
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Ensemble Organum
Marcel Pérès [conductor]

Mozarabic Chant

Ensemble Organum
Marcel Pérès

"the matchless Ensemble Organum under Marcel Pérès responded with pungently evocative singing" The Times 

This title was released for the first time in 1995.



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMA1951722
Barcode: 3149020172230
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Alessandro Carbonare [clarinet]
Andrea Dindo [piano]

A Clarinet at the opera
Paraphrases of Italian opera arias for clarinet and piano
Alessandro Carbonare

19th century Italian opera inspired any number of adaptations, arrangements and other kinds of 'paraphrase' (to use the
contemporary term), whose raison d'être was the public's pressing desire to have available at home what it had so
enjoyed on stage. At a time when the gramophone was not yet in existence, it was thanks to the piano and/or such
instruments as violin, trumpet or clarinet that the ordinary music lover could relive the intensity of the great scenes of
Cavalleria Rusticana, Tosca and Rigoletto. So Alessandro Carbonare has made a point of paying the most respectful of
tributes to such forgotten craftsmen as Bassi, G. Salieri and Carlo della Giacoma: it is to them that the clarinet owes the
finest works in this genre, as this CD of rarities will demonstrate.

This title was released for the first time in 2001.



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: HMA1951996
Barcode: 3149020199633
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Xenia Löffler (oboe)
Sebastian Hess (cello)
Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin /Georg Kallweit
(violin)

Giovanni Benedetto PLATTI: Concerti Grossi after Corelli

Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin

CD Review Disc of the Week
***** Irish Times

"Giovanni Benedetto Platti (1697-1763) spent the last four decades of his life in Würzburg, drawn there by German
enthusiasts with a taste for Italian music. Platti turned violin sonatas from Corelli's Op Five into concerti grossi, as a way
of expanding the usefulness of music that was already justly famous. And one of the three sonata into concerto
transformations included here has been given a cornucopian contemporary upscaling through the addition of wind
instruments, with lots of burbling and huffing and puffing for horns and bassoons. Along with the arrangements, this disc
includes a Cello Concerto in D that's laden with busy scrubbing and excitement, and a bracing G minor Concerto for
Platti's own instrument, the oboe."
MICHAEL DERVAN, Irish Times, 30 January 2009, *****

"It's an interesting question; have the composers who have faded into obscurity done so because they weren’t especially
good, or because history has dealt them an unfair hand? The Oxford Dictionary of Music devotes a measly twenty-five
words to Giovanni Benedetto Platti, and doesn't list any of his works. Indeed, only the oboe and cello concertos on this
recording are his unique compositions, the two concerti grossi being arrangements of violin sonatas by Archangelo
Corelli. Consequently, I wasn't expecting to be blown away by compositional genius on this disc, so to be enjoying it as
much as I am is something of an unanticipated pleasure... 
This disc's success, though, is really due to the performances from the Akademie fur Alte Musik Berlin and their violinist
director, Georg Kallweit. They play with a light, crisp attack, with just the right amount of edge, and the overall sound
fizzes with stylish exuberance. Sebastian Hess on cello and Xenia Löffler on oboe bring their respective concerti to life,
dealing effortlessly with the virtuoso passages and bringing out every nuance of feeling in the slower, more introspective
movements. Platti may not have completely lit my fire, but this performance has."
Charlotte Gardner, BBC Online, 27 January 2009

“The first-rate sound engineering completes this very engaging recital.”
Christopher Price, International Record Review, January 2009



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Orfeo
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: C875131B
Barcode: 4011790875125
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Nina Stemme [Sieglinde]
Johan Botha [Siegmund]
Ain Anger [Hunding]
Orchester der Wiener Staatsoper
Franz Welser-Möst

WAGNER: Die Walküre, Act 1
Vienna State Opera 2nd December 2007
Nina Stemme
Johan Botha
Orchestra of the Vienna State Opera
Franz Welser-Möst

In Richard Wagner’s 'Ring of the Nibelung', the first act of 'Die Walküre' takes up a special place. The love triangle of the
twins Siegmund and Sieglinde and the ominous Hunding stands out in the context of this tetralogy because it possesses
its own dramatic tension and self-enclosed trajectory within what is otherwise such a complex, richly interconnected
series of works. In musical terms it goes from one climax to the next, from the turbulent orchestral prelude through to
Siegmund’s love song “Winterstürme wichen dem Wonnemond” and the passionate union of the sibling couple. At the
most recent production at the Vienna State Opera, the twins were sung by Nina Stemme and – for the first time in the
role – Johan Botha. Their antagonist Hunding was sung by Ain Anger, whose mighty bass voice was paired with a subtle
art of characterisation. All three received a tumultuous reception, from the public and critics alike. The soprano and tenor
have since enjoyed international success in even more dramatic Wagner roles – Nina Stemme, for example, has sung
Brünnhilde in San Francisco, Vienna and Milan, and will perform at the BBC Proms with Barenboim; while Johan Botha
has sung Tannhäuser in Vienna and London. But already as Sieglinde and Siegmund it was evident that they would
retain their vocal beauty and legato phrasing despite the heavy-duty nature of the roles. Both Stemme and Botha are
possessed of remarkably clear diction and capable of light and shade. This is no 'stand and deliver' barking. Johann
Botha will sing the role of Siegmund at this year's Bayreuth concert to celebrate Wagner’s 200th birthday and will do so
again on the Bayreuth stage this summer. The luxury accompaniment is the Orchestra of the Vienna State Opera,
conducted in 2007 by its General Music Director, Franz Welser-Möst, and was also on top form. Wagner is rarely heard
with such opulence and iridescence while still so transparent and unforced. This CD release of the live performance is an
absolute must - just listen to the cheers at the end. 

Nina Stemme was awarded Best Female Singer at the International Opera Awards 2013. She sings all the Brünnhildes in
Barenboim's 'Ring' this summer and also apepars on the Mariinsky 'Walküre' with Valery Gergiev. 



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Bel Air Classiques
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: BAC080
Barcode: 3760115300804
NORMAL Price
Format: 2 DVD
Bo Skovhus [Don Giovanni]
Kyle Ketelsen [Leporello]
David Bizic [Masetto]
Colin Balzer [Don Ottavio]
Marlis Petersen [Donna Anna]
Kristine Opolais [Donna Elvira]
Kerstin Avemo [Zerlina]
Anatoli Kotscherga [Il Commandatore]
English Voices / Freiburger Barockorchester
Louis Langrée

MOZART: Don Giovanni

Stage direction: Dmitri Tcherniakov
Costumes: Dmitri Tcherniakov & Elena Zaitseva
Lighting Gleb Filshtinsky
Festival d’Aix-en-Provence - 07/2010

A new 'Don Giovanni' in Aix from renowned Russian stage director Dmitri Tcherniakov, awarded best director at the
International Opera Awards 2013, and conductor Louis Langrée.
More than two centuries after its creation, the emotional pull of this supreme opera remains absolutely intact. Dmitri
Tcherniakov duly revisits the myth and makes the seducer of Seville a ‘man without qualities’, a cipher whose words
have a hypnotic power over women. His words will disrupt the proprieties ruling the Commandatore’s family. His words
are also what makes Don Juan such a subversive figure and the embodiment of one of the most powerful modern
European myths.
Leading the Freiburg Baroque Orchestra is one of the best Mozart conductors, Louis Langrée. Bo Skovhus portrays a
dispirited Don Giovanni, old playboy and anti-hero. Kyle Ketelsen is his servant Leporello, currently a shoe-in for this rôle.
The superb female trio is composed of Marlis Petersen (Donna Anna), Kristine Opolais (Elvira) and Kerstin Avemo
(Zerlina).



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Bel Air Classiques
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: BAC480
Barcode: 3760115304802
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 Blu-ray
Bo Skovhus [Don Giovanni]
Kyle Ketelsen [Leporello]
David Bizic [Masetto]
Colin Balzer [Don Ottavio]
Marlis Petersen [Donna Anna]
Kristine Opolais [Donna Elvira]
Kerstin Avemo [Zerlina]
Anatoli Kotscherga [Il Commandatore]
English Voices / Freiburger Barockorchester
Louis Langrée

MOZART: Don Giovanni

Stage direction: Dmitri Tcherniakov
Costumes: Dmitri Tcherniakov & Elena Zaitseva
Lighting Gleb Filshtinsky
Festival d’Aix-en-Provence - 07/2010

A new 'Don Giovanni' in Aix from renowned Russian stage director Dmitri Tcherniakov, awarded best director at the
International Opera Awards 2013, and conductor Louis Langrée.
More than two centuries after its creation, the emotional pull of this supreme opera remains absolutely intact. Dmitri
Tcherniakov duly revisits the myth and makes the seducer of Seville a ‘man without qualities’, a cipher whose words
have a hypnotic power over women. His words will disrupt the proprieties ruling the Commandatore’s family. His words
are also what makes Don Juan such a subversive figure and the embodiment of one of the most powerful modern
European myths.
Leading the Freiburg Baroque Orchestra is one of the best Mozart conductors, Louis Langrée. Bo Skovhus portrays a
dispirited Don Giovanni, old playboy and anti-hero. Kyle Ketelsen is his servant Leporello, currently a shoe-in for this rôle.
The superb female trio is composed of Marlis Petersen (Donna Anna), Kristine Opolais (Elvira) and Kerstin Avemo
(Zerlina).

CONTENT BLU-RAY
Running time: 183 min.
Bonus: Don Giovanni in Aix-en-Provence (26 min.)
Booklet: (FR / ANGL / ALL)
Subtitles: (FR / ANGL / ALL / ESP / IT)
Image: 1080i, Colour, 16/9, NTSC
Sound: PCM Stereo, DTS HD Master Audio 5.1



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Bel Air Classiques
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: BAC096
Barcode: 3760115300965
DOCUMENTARY Price
Format: 1 DVD
Dagny Beidler, Katja Fleischer,
Laurenz Lütteken, Albert Lutz, 
Eva Rieger, Armin Trösch,
Mikhail Rudy [piano]
Philippe Jordan [conductor]

Wagner - A Genius in Exile
a film by Andy Sommer with Antoine Wagner

In this biographical and musical road movie by Andy Sommer, Antoine Wagner, a young (30-year-old) photographer
living in New York, heads to Switzerland on the trail of his great, great-grandfather, the renowned composer Richard
Wagner.
It is not widely known that Wagner spent several years in Switzerland - first as a political exile then as an artist who had
become famous. It was in that country that he wrote his great theoretical essays, began working on the composition of
'Der Ring des Nibelungen' and wrote 'Tristan und Isolde', the 'Wesendonck-Lieder' and 'Die Meistersinger'. There, too, he
lived the two great love stories of his life: first with Mathilde Wesendonck and later, with the woman who would become
his wife, Cosima Liszt.
In order to apprehend this complex personality, Antoine Wagner returns to Zurich and Lucerne and the sites where his
ancestor had lived, meeting historians, musicologists, musicians and enlightened amateurs. He also sets off on a
mountaineering expedition in contact  with grandiose, violent Nature, exploring those landscapes that Wagner so
admired and which were a profound source of inspiration for him.
 
Reviewed in BBC Music Magazine, June 2013, ****
"a straightforward, visually attractive survey of Wahner's Swiss links and locations during his two periods of exile, with
the multi-lingual Antoine asking local experts the salient questions, punctuated with his own quite interesting photography.
Some good sense and new perspectives emerge...a welcome corrective to the picture of the decadent dreamer some 
biographers peddle...An enjoyable account and a good guide." Michael Scott Rohan  
 



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Pan Classics
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: PC10288
Barcode: 7619990102880
SPECIAL Price
Format: 12 CD
Packaging: box set
featuring: Georg Anthes, Hermann Bachmann,
Josephine von Artner, Anna Bahr-Mildenburg,
Paul Bender, Alfred von Bary, Rudolf Berger,
Theodor Bertram, Willi Birrenkoven, Sophie
Bischoff-David, Robert Blass, Marianne Brandt,
Emil Borgmann, Max Dawison, Emmy Destinn,
Marie Dietrich, Andreas Dippel, Ernest van
Dyck, Emilie Feuge-Gleiss, Katharina
Fleischer-Edel, Gertrude Foerstel, Moritz
Frauscher, Olive Fremstad, Fritz Friedrichs,
Johanna Gadski, Emil Gerhäuser, Carl
Gillmeister, Frieda Hempel...

The Cosima Era
The Early Bayreuth Singers 1876-1906

CD 1 Der fliegende Holländer
CD 2 Tannhäuser
CD 3 Lohengrin 
CD 4 Tristan und Isolde 
CD 5 Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg 
CD 6 Das Rheingold · Die Walküre I/II 
CD 7 Die Walküre II/III · Siegfried I/II 
CD 8 Siegfried III · Götterdämmerung 
CD 9 Parsifal 
CD 10 Bayreuth Festival Singers 1876-1894 
CD 11 Bayreuth Festival Singers 1894-1899 
CD 12 Bayreuth Festival Singers 1901-1906 

This edition reconstructs the Bayreuth Festival casts until 1906 – the end of the Cosima era – as comprehensively as
possible, and presents the complete extant vocal legacy of early Bayreuth: 93 singers in more than 300 recordings!
Some singers are comprehensively documented (Ernst Kraus), of others only rudimentary fragments have survived
(Hans Breuer). Of important festival singers there are hardly any recordings of roles they sang in Bayreuth (Johanna
Gadski) or no Wagner recordings at all (F. von Kraus). Frequently only fleeting snippets have survived (Luise
Reuß-Belce). Some recordings were made very much later, when the singers had long since ceased appearing in
Bayreuth and when they were in vocal decline (Theodor Bertram). 
An additional drop of vermouth is the totally inadequate studio orchestra, drastic cuts or helter-skelter speeds due to the
limited playback duration of the records as well as subsequently composed concert endings and the primitive recording
technology…
And yet: in their totality these documents give a sharp, vivid idea of the style of singing favoured during the Cosima era.
We have endeavoured to arrange the recordings as ”opera highlights” with the casts up to 1906 to reconstruct, easy
listenable, ficticious performances with an additional factor: if singers who had made their debut in Bayreuth by 1906
appeared there later on in roles which they recorded, they were also included (Clarence Whitehill as Amfortas 1908, Paul
Knüpfer as Pogner 1912…). Recordings which could not be slotted into the ”opera highlights” are added as bonus titles. 



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: V5314
Barcode: 822186053140
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Sergey Khachatryan [violin]
Lusine Khachatryan [piano]

BRAHMS: Violin Sonatas
Violin Sonata no.1 in G major 1878, Violin Sonata no.2 in A major 1886
Violin Sonata no.3 in G major 1888
Sergey Khachatryan 
Lusine Khachatryan 

Sergey Khachatryan’s fifth recording on Naïve, and second with his sister, is dedicated to the three luminous and deeply
romantic sonatas for violin and piano by Johannes Brahms. Spread over ten years, from 1878 to 1888, the three sonatas
are contemporary with his four symphonies and are  flanked by the Violin Concerto in D major (1878) and the Double
Concerto for violin and cello in A minor (1887).
A distinctive, gifted, often heart-rending violinist, Sergey Khachatryan has been establishing a brilliant career worldwide,
in both recital and concerto fields. His recording of the Shostakovich concertos with the Orchestre National de France
under Kurt Masur [v5025] was a Gramophone Choice.
Sergey's exclusive recital partner is his sister, pianist Lusine Khachatryan, which whom the musical connection has
always been very special. Together, they regularly perform at the most prestigious venues in the world, such as London's
Wigmore Hall, Théâtre des Champs-Elysées and Cité de la Musique (Paris), Auditori Nacional Madrid, Amsterdam
Concertgebouw, Palais des Beaux Arts (Brussels), Carnegie Hall and Alice Tully Hall (New York) and Herbst Theater in
San Francisco.
In early 2014, Sergey and Lusine Khachatryan will perform this Brahms programme at the Wigmore Hall and in other
prestigious European venues.

Recorded in July & August 2012 at Wigmore Hall

ALSO AVAILABLE:
V5122 Franck, Shostakovich Violin Sonatas 
“The Khachatryans, brother and sister, make a formidable team. The recording is exceptional, too: finely balanced and
with a wide dynamic range. The sound is so beautiful that I wondered, at moments during the Shostakovich, whether a
harsher, more direct sonority might paint this dark work’s bleak sound-picture more accurately, though it must be
admitted that this duo is able to give the maximum intensity and force while maintaining top tonal quality.” Gramophone,
June 2008

CONCERTS:
6 July 2013 Wigmore Hall: Ysaye, Debussy, Chausson, Franck with Lusine Khachatryan
12 Feb. 2014 Wigmore Hall: Brahms Sonatas
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Jamie Walton [cello]

BRITTEN: Suites for solo cello 1-3

Jamie Walton 

Joining several discs from Signum celebrating Britten's Centenary Year in 2013 comes the three Suites for Solo Cello,
performed by star UK cellist Jamie Walton. Recorded in the Britten Studio at Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh, the three suites
were dedicated to Mstislav Rostropovich, with the passionate third in particular inspired by Rostropovich’s rich and
romantic performances of Bach's unaccompanied suites.

Jamie Walton has established a reputation as a performer who deeply engages with the works he performs and records.
Earlier this year he released a new recording of cello concertos by Schumann and Dvor&#780;ák with the Philharmonia
Orchestra under Vladimir Ashkenazy (SIGCD322):

"What has impressed me so much with regard to this account of the Dvor&#780;ák is the oneness of conception between
soloist and conductor. I am sure much preparation went into this performance: they are fully integrated, so we hear the
work as a totality, not as a piece for virtuoso solo cello with orchestral accompaniment. This is, of its kind, a masterly
performance"  International Record Review
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The Choir of Gonville and Caius College,
Cambridge / Geoffrey Webber The Choir of
King’s College London / David Trendell

Deutsche Motette

Choir of Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge
Choir of King’s College London

STRAUSS: Deutsche Motette Op 62 
SCHUMANN: Vier doppelchörige Gesänge Op 141
SCHUBERT: Gott ist mein Hirt D706 
BRAHMS: O Heiland, reiß die Himmel auf Op 74 No 2 
RHEINBERGER: Abendlied Op 69 No 3 
CORNELIUS: Liebe Op 18

Delphian’s 'superchoir' reunites after its highly successful recording of Shchedrin’s 'The Sealed Angel', this time for a
programme of German Romantic music.
Strauss’s sumptuous 'Deutsche Motette' is the last word in late Romantic choral opulence, its teeming polyphony brought
to thrilling life by this virtuoso cast of over 60 singers. ['Rosenkavalier' meets 'Friede auf Erden' via 'The bells']
The rest of the programme explores the vivid colours and shadowy half-lights of a distinctly German music that reached its 
culmination in Strauss’s extravagant masterpiece. The singing throughout combines a musical intensity and imagination 
with an understanding of period style, that are hallmarks of both choirs’ work.
The Choir of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge (directed by Geoffrey Webber) and The Choir of King’s College
London (directed by David Trendell) are two of the UK’s leading collegiate and university choirs. Both choirs combine
singing at services during term time with a busy schedule of concerts, recordings and broadcasts, both in the UK and abroad.

DCD34067 Shchedrin The Sealed Angel
“The Cambridge and London choirs bring a glittering precision to the music...marvellous choral sheen” 
International Record Review, June 2009

“The choirs sing splendidly” Gramophone Editor's Choice, June 2009

 

Session report in July Gramophone 
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Contrapunctus
Owen Rees [director]

Libera nos: The Cry of the Oppressed

Contrapunctus
Owen Rees 

Civitas sancti tui   			           William Byrd		
Libera nos     			                  Thomas Tallis		
Super flumina Babylonis  		Philippe de Monte	
Quomodo cantabimus 		    William Byrd	
Sitivit anima mea    		         Manuel Cardoso	
Laboravi in gemitu meo		   Martin Peerson	
Miserere mei Deus 		         William Byrd		
Lachrimans sitivit anima mea  Pedro de Cristo	
Plorans plorabit     		          William Byrd		
In jejunio et fletu     		        Thomas Tallis		
Salvator mundi     			         Thomas Tallis		
Inter vestibulum     		         Pedro de Cristo	
Infelix ego     			                 William Byrd	

Coupling powerful interpretations with path-breaking scholarship, the choir Contrapunctus presents music by the
best-known composers as well as unfamiliar masterpieces. Directed by Owen Rees, a specialist in music of the 16th
and 17 centuries, the group presents imaginative programmes revealing previously undiscovered musical
treasures and throwing new light on familiar works. 

This recording explores the musical 'cries of the oppressed' from opposite ends of Europe, which include some of the
most powerful works composed in England and Portugal during this period by Byrd, Tallis, de Monte and Cardoso. The
highlight perhaps is the first recording of a newly reconstructed vocal work by Thomas Tallis, 'Libera nos'. This has long
been thought to be an instrumental work, and has been recorded as such, but there's persuasive historical evidence for
us to be confident that this is in fact a choral setting of the antiphon 'Libera nos', and it is performed here with the relevant
text restored to the five vocal parts.
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Clara Haskil [piano] 
Robert Casadesus [piano]
Philharmonia Orchestra
Wiener Philharmoniker
Otto Klemperer
Dimitri Mitropoulos

LUCERNE FESTIVAL Historic Performances Vol. I
MOZART: Piano Concerto K466 (recording 1959)
BEETHOVEN: Piano Concerto No. 5 (recording 1957)
Clara Haskil
Robert Casadesus
Otto Klemperer
Dimitri Mitropoulos
Philharmonia Orchestra
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra

The launch of a new recording series from Audite: 'Lucerne Festival Historic Performances' provides a re-encounter with
two outstanding pianists of the 20th century. In 1959 the leading Mozart performer, Clara Haskil, joined Otto Klemperer
and his Philharmonia Orchestra to give a moving interpretation of the Piano Concerto in D minor (K466), which Haskil
herself considered “unforgettable”, as she remarked in a letter. 
Paired with Haskil’s Mozart is a live recording, by the French pianist Robert Casadesus, of Beethoven’s heroic Fifth
Piano Concerto made in the summer of 1957. This live performance remains captivating thanks both to Casadesus’
radiant virtuosity, always at the service of musical content, and to the intense intimacy between conductor and soloist,
which makes for a fascinating comparison with the studio recording of the same work which Casadesus, Mitropoulos and
the New York Philharmonic released two years previously. Casadesus found congenial partners in Dimitri Mitropoulos
and the Vienna Philharmonic. At the same time, the recording documents the Vienna Philharmonic’s first-ever
appearance at the Lucerne Festival.
In cooperation with Audite, the Lucerne Festival presents outstanding concert recordings of artists who have shaped the
festival throughout its history. The aim of this CD edition is to rediscover treasures – most
of which have not been released previously – from the first six decades of the festival, which was founded in 1938 with a
special gala concert conducted by Arturo Toscanini. These recordings have been made available by the archives of SRF
Swiss Radio and Television, which has broadcast the Lucerne concerts from the outset.
Carefully re-mastered and supplemented with photos and materials from the Lucerne Festival archive, they represent a
sonic history of the festival.

COMING SOON:
CD II (release August 2013)
Bartók Violin Concerto No. 2, Sz. 112 recording 1956
Tchaikovsky: Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35 recording 1958
Isaac Stern • Ernest Ansermet (Bartók) • Lorin Maazel (Tchaikovsky) • Swiss Festival Orchestra
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Amadeus Quartet:
Norbert Brainin, Siegmund Nissel
Peter Schidlof
Martin Lovett
Cecil Aronowitz [viola Op. 29]
 
"For the past forty years Audite has been presenting new and historic recordings to discriminating music-lovers. 
Even in these difficult times the label has never compromised on quality and continues to issue long forgotten recordings 
in fine sound, as well as giving a chance to talented performers of today to explore a broad range of repertoire."   
International Classical Music Awards 2013 

The RIAS Amadeus Quartet Recordings Vol. I: Beethoven
Op. 18 Nos. 1-6, Op. 59 Nos. 1-3, Op. 95, Op. 127
Op. 131, Op. 130, Op. 135, Op. 133, Op. 132, Op. 29
Amadeus Quartet

Since the beginning of their career, the legendary Amadeus Quartet regularly came to make recordings at the studios of
the RIAS in Berlin. Thus a representative cross-section of the ensemble‘s repertoire came into being in the archive there,
which is to be released by Audite in a total of six volumes.
At the beginning of this new series is the (almost) complete Beethoven cycle, recorded 1950-1967 and now being made
available to the public for the first time. The recording documents how the Amadeus Quartet develops the Beethovenian
quartet cosmos with ontinuous aspiration towards the highest standards. The development of the Beethoven
interpretations also shows the evolution of the ensemble as a whole.
The String Quintet in C major, Op. 20 recorded together with the viola player Cecil Aronowitz, is by no means merely a
substitute for the String Quartet in E-flat major, Op. 74, which was not taken into account in the production plans of the
RIAS.
The RIAS studio recordings are also distinguished for the fact that each movement of a work has been recorded in one
continuous take. The resulting intensity combines the excitement of a live situation with the advantages of the studio
setting. These recordings thus stand in contrast to later studio productions of the same repertoire.

future releases:
Vol. II Schubert 2 CDs 
Vol. III Mozart 5 CDs 
Vol. IV Modernism 2 CDs 
Vol. V Haydn 5 CDs 
Vol. VI Romanticism 6 CDs 
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Orchestre du Théâtre National de l'Opéra de
Paris
Manuel Rosenthal [conductor]
Lucien Lavaillotte  [flute]
Orchestre de la Suisse Romande / Ernest
Ansermet [conductor]

DEBUSSY: Images, Prélude à l'après-midi d'un faune
La boîte à joujoux
 
Orchestre du Théâtre National de l'Opéra de Paris
Manuel Rosenthal
Orchestre de la Suisse Romande
Ernest Ansermet

Mallarmé on a Gaugin painting: It's wonderful to obtain such mystery with such dash. The three 'Images' capitalise on
transcendental Spanish echoes, impressions, lights, agonies of greys gently tinted with white, and at last the movement
of dancing rhythms, as indicated by Debussy. 

Rosenthal and the musicians of the Paris Opera are the respectful performers of  "Rondes de printemps"; Ansermet with
the Suisse Romande of the luminous, juvenile world of 'La Boîte à joujoux'.
Long may Praga Digitals' Indian Summer continue...
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Orchestre de la Suisse Romande / Ernest
Ansermet
Isaac Stern, Philadelphia Orchestra / Eugene
Ormandy
Gérard Poulet, Czech Radio Symphony /
Vladimir Válek

LALO: Le Roi d'Ys, Symphonie Espagnole, Concerto Russe

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande
Ernest Ansermet
Isaac Stern
Philadelphia Orchestra
Eugene Ormandy

Full justice may be done to Lalo’s work on the occasion of his bi-centenary in 2023. Its eminently French style purity, its
sharpness, clarity and beguiling colourfulness would ensure a triumph for dedicatee violinist Pablo de Sarasate and
acclaim for the Spanish flavour of the Symphony, followed in the 20th century by Stern, Oistrakh and Perlman. Sarasate
paid little heed to the Concerto’s haunting Russianness whose exquisite splendour was only revealed in 1993 by Gérard
Poulet in Prague.

Victoria Hall Geneva, May 5 1960
Philadelphia October 10 1956
Prague January 5-6 1994
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Camille Poul [soprano]
Louise Moaty [narrator]
Olivier Fortin [harpsichord]
Le Mercure Galant, Serge Saitta

Michel de La BARRE: La Julie
Antoine DORNEL: Prélude, L'Aime de Monsieur de La Barre, Sarabande, La
Descosteaux
Jean dela BRUYERE: Caractères, Le Fleuriste
Le Mercure Galant

Le Triomphe des Artes, Entrée, La Peinture, Air de Campaste
Recueil des plus belles symphonies du 'Triomphe des Arts'
Airs Sérieux et à Boire, Parodie sur 'La Julie'
Suite pour la flûte seule et la basse continue [1st book]
La Vénitienne, Air de Léonore
Odes Pindariques de Monsieur de La Motte
Ode Anacréontique d'Antoine Houdar de La Motte
Trio de Monsieur de La Barre
DORNEL: Prelude, Sarabande

Serge Saitta, solo flute with Les Arts Florissants since 1988, has taken the pieces on this imaginative programme for
Agogique, from various parts of Michel de La Barre's output, rather than keeping solely to the works he wrote for his own
instrument, the flute. De La Barre [c1675-1745] was not a success as an opera composer, largely blamed on his librettist,
nevertheless his music was considered intersting enough to be distributed in the form of reductions, for performance by
small ensembles. The 'Recueil des plus belles symphonies du Triomphe des Arts', excerpts of which are recorded here
for the first time, reveals some fine compositional qualities and the airs for Léonore, 'Tendres Plaisirs, charmants amours'
and 'Quand je revois l'objet de mes amours' are the sole survivors of his opera 'La Vénitienne'. 'Qu'un coeur est prévenu'
in a lovely rendition by Camille Poul, is reminiscent of Monteverdi's 'Pur ti miro' from 'Poppea'.  A worthy tribute,
beautifully programmed, with narration by Louise Moaty. 
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Violaine Cochard [harpsichord Christian Kroll,
1776, Lyons]
studied with Kenneth Gilbert, Christophe
Rousset, Pierre Hantaï, co-founded Ens
Amarillis with
Stéphanie-Marie Degand [violin Joseph &
Antoine Gagliano, 1770, Naples]
studied with Emmaunelle Haim, William Christie,
Christophe Rousset,
works with Les Arts Flo, Les Talens Lyrique,
Concert d'Astrée

Jacques DUPHLY, Wolfgang Amadeus MOZART
DUPHLY: Overture, La Du Tailly, La De Valmalette, La De May, La Madin, La De
Casaubon
MOZART: Sonata No. 2 K7, Sonata No. 4 K9, Sonata No. 1 K6, Sonata No. 3 K8
Violaine Cochard
Stéphanie-Marie Degand

In 1756 Jacques Duphly, harpsichordist, composer and renowned teacher, published his third book of harpsichord
pieces, containing six pieces for harpsichord and violin. That same year Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in
Salzburg.
Seven years later, in 1763, the Mozart family was received by Victoire of France, second daughter of Louis XV. Some
years earlier, Duphly had dedicated his second book of harpsichord piece to her. She offered the young Mozart a warm
and admiring reception and in gratitude the young virtuoso dedicated to her two sonatas with violin accompagniment, his
first works published thanks to his father's ministrations in Paris in 1764. In these first sonatas he tries his hand at the
then fashionable, music with ad lib string accompaniment, first seen with Mondonville, then Schobert, Corrette and,
above all, the great Ramea. Notably Rameau passed away in 1764. 
Their dedicatees of Duply's sonatas range particularly widely: la De May, a mid-wife [cited by Casanova], la Du Tailly, a
singer who later appeared at the Concert Spirituel, and la De Valmallette, a prominent aristocrat. 
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Dido & Sorceress: Laura Pudwell
Aeneas: Peter Harvey
Belinda & First Witch: Salomé Haller
Second Woman & Second Witch: Marie-Louise
Duthoit
The Sailor: Nicolas Maire
The Spirit: Matthew White

PURCELL: Dido and Aeneas

Salomé Haller
Le Concert Spirituel
Hervé Niquet

The year 2001 marked the felicitous moment when Hervé Niquet and Le Concert Spirituel joined Glossa, starting a
recording collaboration which to date (2013) has yielded twenty-plus titles. The first of all these was this memorable Dido
and Aeneas by Henry Purcell, at the time a somewhat unusual offering from an ensemble which had hitherto made of
French Baroque music the cornerstone of its activities. Like, however later with King Arthur (both on CD and DVD), and
with The Fairy Queen and The Indian Queen (for the time being only in live performances), Niquet infuses this early
British (semi-)opera with a subtle touch of Frenchness – needless to say historically eminently-justifiable – making his
version a delightful and different listening experience. It is not by accident that Niquet is increasingly been called upon by
opera houses internationally to direct the music of this English genius…
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La Venexiana: 
Rossana Bertini, Nadia Ragni, Emanuela Galli
[sopranos]
Sandro Naglia, Giuseppe Maletto [tenors]
Daniele Carnovich [bass]

Loredana Gintoli [double harp]
Franco Pavan, Gabriele Palomba [lutes]
Rodney Prada [viola da gamba]
Fabio Bonizzoni [harpsichord]

Luzzasco LUZZASCHI: Quinto Libro de Madrigali

La Venexiana
Claudio Cavina

The Ferrarese Luzzasco Luzzaschi, a pupil of Cipriano de Rore and teacher in turn of Girolamo Frescobaldi, much
admired and praised by the self-same Gesualdo da Venosa, has passed into history as the principal musical inspiration
for the Concerto delle Dame, that vocal trio with instrumental accompaniment (for which Glossa has very recently
produced a new recording). Luzzaschi’s Quinto Libro de Madrigali from 1595, fully in keeping with the seconda prattica,
which stressed the fundamental role of the text both at the point of composing and performing, and which was a new
aesthetic which the ensemble La Venexiana led by Claudio Cavina have been responsible for reviving over the last
twenty years with a superlative and refined commitment. With this disc from 1999 – their third such for Glossa – the
group was definitively recognised as leading modern-day interpreters of madrigals.
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Claudine Ansermet [soprano]
Paolo Cherici [lute]

Pierre GUEDRON: Airs de cour
with lute preludes by Robert Ballard, Nicolas Vallet, Elias Mertel & Antoine
Francisque
Claudine Ansermet
Paolo Cherici

VALLET: Prélude III, Prélude XIII, Prélude VIII, 
MERTEL: Praeludium 175, 131, 109, 97, 207, 93, 179, 3 
BALLARD: Première entrée de luth, Cinquiesme entrée de luth,  
FRANCISQUE: Prélude  
GUEDRON: Cessés mortels de soupirer, Un jour l’amoureuse, Silvie, 	
Quel espoir de guarir, Doncques par force, Soupirs meslés d’amour, 
Je voudrois bien chanter, C’en est fait je ne verray plus, Lors que Leandre amoureux, Quel excès de douleur, Aux
plaisirs, aux delices bergeres, En fin le juste Ciel, Ce penser qui sans fin, Quand premier je la veis, Quoy ? faut-il donc
qu’Amour, Si jamais mon ame blessée, 
Donc ceste merveille des cieux			

Glossa is now introducing into its catalogue one of the most sought-after titles from the now defunct Symphonia label and
a recording replete with poetry and expertise. The graceful airs de cour of Pierre Guédron – who worked in the courts of
the French kings Henri IV and Louis XIII at the beginning of the 17th century – are interspersed here with lute preludes
by leading exponents of the instrument at the time, such as Robert Ballard and Nicolas Vallet. Soprano Claudine
Ansermet and lutenist Paolo Cherici conjure up a recital of singular beauty which takes us back to the world of those
early aristocratic salons, such as that of the Marquise de Rambouillet, one which was known throughout Europe as a
centre of the highest order for literature, poetry and music.
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José Miguel Moreno [Renaissance lute]
Eligio Quinteiro [theorbo & gittern]

John DOWLAND: Semper Dowland Semper Dolens

José Miguel Moreno
Eligio Quinteiro

CD1: Mrs Winter’s Jump, the Shoemaker’s Wife, The Frog Galliard, Mr John Langton’s Pavan, Mr Langton’s Galliard, Go
From My Window, Sir John Smith, His Almain, Round Battle Galliard, Fantasie, La Mia Barbara, Mrs Norrish’s Delight,
Mrs Nichols’ Almain, Fancy, Semper Dowland Semper Dolens, The King Of Denmark, His Galliard, Untitled

CDII: Dr Case’s Pavan, Gagliarda, Lachrimae, Lady Laiton’s Almain, Preludium, My Lord Willoughby’s Welcome Home,
Une Jeune Fillette, Lord Strang’s March, Fortune, Can She Excuse, What If A Day, Lady Hunsdon’s Puffe, Fancy, Solus
Cum Sola, The Queen Elizabeth, Her Galliard, Tarleton’s Riserrectione

One of the most attractive and poignant repertories from across the whole Renaissance is undoubtedly to be found in the
output of John Dowland, the composer of the greatly-admired Lachrimae and the musical representative of a whole
philosophical, literary and artistic outlook when it comes to evoking melancholy. Lutenist José Miguel Moreno, co-founder
of Glossa and architect of cult recordings devoted to Sylvius Leopold Weiss, JS Bach and Robert de Visée, could not
miss out on his encounter with English repertoire and, in 2002, he recorded this double disc covering, across some 32
pieces, the most significant of Dowland’s works, and accompanied by Eligio Quinteiro on the theorbo or gittern
(renaissance guitar). This is one of those albums which define the whole aesthetic standpoint of a label…
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Nuria Rial [soprano]

El Concierto Español
directed by Emilio Moreno

Francisco CORSELLI: Music at the Spanish Court

Nuria Rial
El Concierto Español
Emilio Moreno

Achille in Sciro - Overture, Marches
A ti, invisible ruiseñor canoro - Cantada de Navidad con violines, oboés, flauta obligada y baxo
Lectio 2ª in Sabato Sancto (Madrid, 1749. Rev. 1761)
Oratorio de Santa Clotilde - Overture	
Lamentación 2ª del Jueves (Madrid, 1773) a solo de Tiple, con violines y violones obligados con sordina
Il Farnace (Dramma per Musica. Madrid, 1739) Sinfonia,Marches
Hasta aquí, Dios amante (Madrid, 1740)
Cantata de Soprano Solo para Reyes con Violines, Oboès, Viola y Bajo

The first disc from El Concierto Español, the orchestra founded by the violinist Emilio Moreno (a founding member of
Frans Brüggen’s Orchestra of the Eighteenth Century and a great champion of Spanish music) was dedicated to one of
the most important composers of the 18th century in Spain, Francisco Corselli. Of Italian origin, Corselli spent a
considerable part of his career working for the Spanish court, to which he brought the opera seria which was enjoying so
much success elsewhere in Europe at the time. Lively orchestral passages and colourful opera arias alternate here with
deeply-felt Holy Week lamentations in a recording from 2002, which as the vocal soloist also involved the great Catalan
soprano Nuria Rial, who once again demonstrates her talent for Spanish music.
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Wilbert Hazelzet [traverso]
Jacques Ogg [harpsichord & Silbermann
fortepiano]
Jaap ter Linden [cello]

J.S.BACH: The flute sonatas
CD1: BWV1034, 1032, 1035, 1033, 1030
CD2: BWV1021, 1031, 1020 Sonata in C [BWV1079]
Wilbert Hazelzet
Jacques Ogg
Jaap ter Linden

To talk about Wilbert Hazelzet is to speak about another of those magnificent musicians who, with their unforgettable
recording projects for Glossa, helped create the special aesthetic view of the label, which has always seen in
interpretative poetry one of its philosophical foundations. Together with his regular musical colleagues-in-arms,
harpsichordist Jacques Ogg and cellist Jaap ter Linden, Hazelzet encompasses on this pair of discs the entirety of the
flute sonatas as composed by Johann Sebastian Bach, including the piece which forms part of the Ein Musikalisches
Opfer, and for which the heady sound aromas of a Silbermann fortepiano was used.
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National Orchestra of Belgium
Royal Flemish Philharmonic
Franz André, René Defossez, Edo de Waart,
Georges Octors, 
Gilbert Varga, Ronald Zollman [conductors]
 
live recordings, newly restored and remastered, 
good sound quality & great live performances
dating from 1951 to 2010 

75 Years Ysaÿe & Queen Elisabeth Piano Competition

Leon Fleisher, Denis Kozhukhin, Pierre-Alain Volondat, 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, Valery Afanassiev, Andrei Nikolsky, 
Malcolm Frager, Jeffrey Swann, Cécile Ousset, 
Frank Braley, Wolfgang Manz, Anna Vinnitskaya

In 2012, the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition celebrated the 75th anniversary of the Eugène Ysaÿe
Competition, inaugurated in 1937 on the initiative of Queen Elisabeth of Belgium. That very first competition, devoted to
the violin and won by David Oistrakh, was followed in 1938 by the first competition for the piano, which was one by
another, equally prestigious, Russian: Emil Gilels! 
After an interruption caused by the Second World War, the Competition returned, taking the name of its patron: from now
on, it would be known as the Queen Elisabeth Competition. The first piano competition, in 1952, was won by an
American whose name would go down in history: Leon Fleisher.
Now a veritable institution, the Competition has for three quarters of a century been one of the most prestigious of its kind
and one of the most demanding for its participants. The quality of its international jury, brought together year after year to
judge talented young musicians from every corner of the world, is one of its most important assets. 
Following the success of the box set devoted to the violin, which was released in 2012, muso has delved in the treasure
trove of the Queen Elisabeth Competition’s archives once again and put together a deluxe box set of 5 CDs, containing
12 of the most celebrated piano concertos in the repertoire as performed by outstanding laureates, including 9 First
Laureates. Almost 60 years separate the performances of Leon Fleisher (1952) in Brahms’s First Concerto and Denis
Kozhukhin (2010) in his Second; for the first time on CD, we can now enjoy that incredible evening in 1983 when a young
Frenchman, Pierre-Alain Volondat, just 20 years of age, triumphed in Liszt’s Second Concerto, making his mark on the
history of the Competition. Prominent in this selection, too, are those laureates who won a succession of the
Competition’s First Prizes against the background of the Cold War: the Russians Vladimir Ashkenazy, Valery Afanassiev,
and Andrei Nikolsky and the Americans Malcolm Frager and Jeffrey Swann. This set also allows us to rediscover
personalities who made a sensational impact on both audiences and juries: Cécile Ousset in 1956 and the emerging
talents of Frank Braley in 1991, the German pianist Wolfgang Manz in 1983, and, more recently, Anna Vinnitskaya.
Presented in a luxury book-disc that has been produced in the best possible technical conditions on the basis of archives
spanning more than half a century, this box set plunges you into the electric atmosphere of the Brussels Palais des
Beaux-Arts (Centre for Fine Arts) on those unforgettable final evenings.

Also available:
MU002 75 Years Ysaÿe & Queen Elisabeth Violin Competition [4cds]
Vadim Repin, Nikolaj Znaider, Gidon Kremer, Philippe Hirshhorn, and Miriam Fried, among others
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NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Yury Favorin [piano]

LISZT: Harmonies poétiques et religieuses

Yury Favorin

I. Invocation
II. Ave Maria
III. Bénédiction de Dieu dans la solitude
IV. Pensée des morts
V. Pater noster
VI. Hymne de l’Enfant à son réveil
VII. Funérailles
VIII. Miserere d’après Palestrina
IX. Andante lagrimoso
X. Cantique d’amour

This cycle notably includes two of Liszt’s greatest masterpieces for the piano: the famous 'Bénédiction de Dieu dans la
solitude', serene, warm, contemplative, recalling in many places his Sonata, and 'Funérailles' with its almost unbearable
emotion. Yet it also includes less frequently played pieces such as the dark meditation that is 'Pensée des morts', the
dreamy 'Cantique d’amour' and others based on rarely heard choral compositions of Liszt. A major album in the piano
repertory, 'Harmonies poétiques et religieuses' is one of the most accomplished and individual of Franz Liszt’s works.
A revelation of the Queen Elisabeth Competition for piano, Yury Favorin is the ideal performer for this rarely recorded
repertory.. In this, his first disc, this young Russian, who was unanimously praised by the press in 2010 (“undeniably one
of the most powerful musicians, from all points of view, of the session” – La Libre), is at the dawn of a great career that
has already taken him to many prestigious platforms, including that of La Roque d’Anthéron where he was a triumphal
last minute replacement for Aldo Ciccolini.

“We were starting to settle down when the hall was literally assaulted by the arrival of a musical UFO. We felt the
incredible ease of Yury Favorin: hard-hitting power and aural generosity combined in controlled enthusiasm… Yet all this
is nothing compared with the emotional explosion resulting from listening to Liszt’s version of the Overture to
Tannhäuser, so much did Favorin play with panache and skill, fire and force-fulness in rendering on the keyboard the
grandeur and sensuality of Wagner’s formidable orchestra...served by stupefying resources.”
Serge Martin, Le Soir (Belgium), 11 May 2010

carole
Text Box
"Yury Favorin, brilliant laureate of the Queen Elisabeth Competition 2010 is incredibly talented -great repertoire for his CD debut!" Olivier Vannieu [muso]
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Ismaël Margain [piano]
Guillaume Bellom [piano]

SCHUBERT: Fantaisie in F min D940, Allegro in A min
'Lebensstürme' D947
Sonata in C maj 'Grand Duo' D812

Ismaël Margain
Guillaume Bellom

'Friendship and complicity' could have been the title of this recording, made by two fine young musicians, both aged only
20.
Ismaël Margain (prize-winner in the Long-Thibaud competition 2012) and Guillaume Bellom (piano prize, Besançon
Young Musicians competition 2008) illustrate the  intimacy and the close sharing of musical pleasure that are major
features of Schubert's piano duets. 
The composer produced 32 original compositions for piano four-hands that include some of the finest ever written,
among which are the three masterpieces presented here: highly Romantic, almost symphonic works, with stormy
episodes and poignant melodies of which melancholy is a dominant feature. 
Revealed by the Deauville Festival and the Polignac Foundation, this talented young duo, with its rare, and
heart-warming, complicity, will undoubtedly go far.



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Aparté
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: AP065
Barcode: 3149028040722
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Tristan Pfaff [piano]

SCHUBERT: Sonata D894. Wanderer-Fantasie D760
Marche militaire No. 1

Tristan Pfaff

French pianist, Tristan Pfaff was unanimously admitted to the Conservatoire Supérieur Nationale de Musique at only 15,
where he studied under the instruction of Denis Pascal and Michèl Béroff. At the age of 23, he was the 2007 laureate of
the Long Thibaud Crespin award for outstanding young French  musicians. Since then, Pfaff has been the guest of the
most prestigious European stages and is invited on a regular basis to perform on TV and other programmes. His 2011
album for Aparte was dedicated to Franz Liszt.  
He rarely appears in the UK but has appeared as a soloist with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra. 

ALSO AVAILABLE:
AP019 Liszt Piano Works 

“Tristan Pfaff is clearly a name to watch and his dexterity must be the envy of many young pianists…a fine disc.”
Jeremy Nicholas, Classic FM Magazine, September 2011
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Simon Edwards [tenor]
Simon Lebens [piano]
Alain Fleischer [photography]

BRITTEN, QUILTER, WARLOCK: Songs from an Island

Simon Edwards
Simon Lebens

This CD-book brings songs by Benjamin Britten, Peter Warlock and Roger Quilter, sung by tenor Simon Edwards,
accompanied by pianist Simon Lebens. While the CD gives pride of place to Britten, it would be wrong to forget the other
two composers: Roger Quilter, 1877-1953, who wrote over a hundred songs; and Peter Warlock, who died in 1930 at the
age of 36, also well known for his songs and influenced by Quilter but also by Bartok and Delius, his two contemporaries.

The melodies interpreted here are illustrated by texts and photographs by Alain Fleischer, made specifically for this
production. By a subtle shift, music and photographs merge in a creative alchemy composed of colours, shapes,
contrasts and sounds. British music, British performers, aural and visual pleasure guaranteed.
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Omo Bello [soprano]
Julien Guénebaut [piano]
Etsuko Hirose [piano]

MAHLER: Des Knaben Wunderhorn

Omo Bello

The story of Omo Bello is pretty extraordinary: born in Nigeria 26 years ago, nothing predestined this young woman, a
passionate singer, to travel the world, singing. After a university degree in cell biology, she decided to devote himself to
music and studied in France. Winner of many international competitions, she has performed as a soloist worldwide as
well as in operas, oratorios and chamber music.
This is her first album. The last movement of the fourth symphony (here in a version for piano four hands) is placed in the
disk as if part of the cycle, 'Des Knaben Wunderhorn'.
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Mahmoud Turkmani [oud] 

chant 1450:
Javier Robledano Cabrera [countertenor]
Daniel Manhart [tenor] 
Juan Díaz de Corcuera [tenor]
Ismael González Arróniz [bass]
Nicolas Savoy [tenor, Gregorian chant]

Flores de España
Orient & Occident in Spanish Renaissance
Mahmoud Turkmani
chant 1450

Spanish music around 1500 reflected a variety of different facets. The academic compositional techniques for music
performed in church and at court had been acquired from the European musical centres of this period (northern Italy,
France and Burgundy). In contrast, waves of immigrant cultures had also brought their own traditional musical styles to
Spain: Jews, Moors and Gitanos (Gypsies), resulting in the evolution of two co-existing musical worlds with almost no
common elements, clearly distinguished from one another in their function, written form and social cohesion. 'Flores de
España' brings these two worlds together: chant 1450 performs sacred a capella works interspersed by Mahmoud
Turkmani’s improvisations on the oud, a lute used in traditional Arabic music. The recording is a meeting between east
and west, improvisation and composition and instrumental and vocal music. The juxtaposition distinctly underlines the
audible differences between orient and occident, but simultaneously reveals that the melodic idioms are not really so far
apart and can even be combined to form a coherent musical language. The genuine crossover works provide the
highlight of this cultural rendezvous: the oud accompanies Gregorian melodies, uniting the two worlds and thereby
generating a new music.
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Angel Romero [guitar]
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Ryan McAdams

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV: Scheherazade
RODRIGO: Concierto de Aranjuez

Angel Romero
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Ryan McAdams

This 2012 live recording from the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra couples two of the most popular works in the classical
repertoire. Led by up-and-coming conductor Ryan McAdams, the programme leads off with an electrifying rendition of
Rimsky-Korsakov's symphonic suite 'Scheherazade'. Based on 'One Thousand and One Nights', the work combines two
features common to Russian music and of Rimsky-Korsakov in particular: dazzling, colourful orchestration and a keen
interest in the Orient. The recording concludes with an outstanding performance of Rodrigo's beloved 'Concierto de
Aranjuez' performed by Angel Romero, one of the greatest living masters of the classical guitar.
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BBC Singers
Stephen Cleobury [conductor]

Also featuring:
Stephen Preston [baroque flute]
Endymion, Simon Joly [conductor]

Edward COWIE: Gesangbuch

BBC Singers
Stephen Cleobury

Bell Bird Motet (2011)				
The Soft Complaining Flute (2003)				
Gesangbuch (1975-6)
Lyre Bird Motet (2002)				

Edward Cowie's unique compositional voice stems from his wide-ranging interdisciplinary interests in both the sonic and
visual arts, with many of his works inspired by ideas and concepts from artworks and from the natural world. The opening
piece of this recording – a 2011 commission for BBC Radio 3 – creates a complex musical tapestry and soundscape
from the call of the Australian bell-bird, opening with translations of choruses of several species of Australian frogs.

In 2002 Cowie become the BBC Singers' first 'Composer-in-Association', marking a relationship between the composer
that began in the mid-1970s and continues to this day. This is Signum's sixth release with the BBC Singers, following last
years widely-praised release of choral works by the late Richard Rodney Bennett (My Dancing Day, SIGCD293):

"With the Singers' impeccable intonation, warm vocal blend, this CD is a must-buy for anyone interested in contemporary
British choral music." Choir & Organ 
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Weiping Lin [violin]

SCELSI: The Violin Works
Divertimenti #2-4 (1954-55)
L’âme ailée – L’âme ouverte (1964)
Xnyobis (1964)
Weiping Lin

This is the first COMPLETE recording of Scelsi’s works for solo violin.
Includes the FIRST RECORDING of the “Divertimento #2.”
The pieces span from Scelsi’s early virtuoso style of the “Divertimenti” to his later explorations of the “inside of sound.”
Taiwanese born violinist Weiping Lin lives in Austria, where she is first violinist in the Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra.
A specialist in contemporary music, she has also performed in prestigious ensembles such as Ensemble Modern and
Ensemble die reihe.
Produced by Scelsi expert Sharon Kanach.

THE SCELSI EDITION on Mode Records:
Vol. 2 The Orchestral Works 1 (MODE95)
Vol. 3 Music For High Winds (MODE102)
Vol. 4 The Piano Works 2 (MODE143)
Vol. 5 The Piano Works 3 (MODE159 / MODE159DVD)
Vol. 6 The Orchestral Works 2 (MODE176 / MODE176DVD)
Vol. 7 The Works for Double Bass (MODE188)
Vol. 8 The Piano Works 4 (MODE227)
Vol. 9 The Works for Viola (MODE231)



RELEASE DATE
1ST JULY 2013

Label: Mode Records
File Under: Classical
Catalogue No: MODE258DVD
Barcode: 764593025894
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 DVD
Merce Cunningham Dance Company 
John Cage
David Tudor
Gordon Mumma
filmed projections by Stan VanDerBeek 
video manipulations by Nam June Paik

John CAGE: Variations V (1958)

Merce Cunningham Dance Company 
John Cage
David Tudor

Choreography: Merce Cunningham
Performed by The Merce Cunningham Dance Company
Films & Projections: Stan VanDerBeek, Nam June Paik
Lighting: Beverly Emmons

This is the first commerical release of John Cage’s Variations V, from the legendary studio production made by NDR
German Television, Hamburg, in 1967.
It marks an early pinnacle in recorded Cage/Cunningham collaborations, and is one of the few available films of a
Cunningham Dance Company performance from the 1960s.
With music for an orchestra of electronic soundproducers by John Cage performed by Cage with David Tudor and
Gordon Mumma to choreography by Merce Cunningham performed by Cunningham
and The Merce Cunningham Dance Company, films by Stan van der Beek, and Robert Moog and technicians from Bell
Laboratories developing the unique electronic “antennae” which trigger sounds as the dancers move about them —
Variations V is an interactive multi-media event.
Booklet with liner notes by Gordon Mumma and Rob Haskins plus period photos.

BONUS FEATURES:
• Two revealing, recently recorded interviews conducted by The Merce Cunningham Dance Company’s archivist David
Vaughan with some of the dancers from the 1960s production: Carolyn Brown (founding member/dancer of The Merce 
Cunningham Dance Company), and Sandra Neels with Gus Solomons. The dancers reminisce over working with Cage 
and Cunningham, what touring was like at that time, the actual television shoot, etc.
• Complete, restored, audio recording of the Paris 1966 performance (in stereo, no video).
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Jan-Philip Schulze [piano]
WDR Sinfonie-Orchester/Peter Rundel
Gareth Davis [contrabass clarinet]
The JACK Quartet
Ensemble S

SCHOLLHORN: Clouds and Sky
clouds & sky, konzerstück for piano & orchestra, rota, red and blue, 
a self-same song
JACK Quartet

Johannes Schöllhorn (b.1962), is a student of Ferneyhough, Huber and Nunes, and is among Germany’s leading
younger generation composers. This is the first release of his music on an American label.
'clouds and sky' is based on a late Nocturne by Gabriel Fauré, which the orchestra plays in absolute slow motion while
the piano soloist plays the original Fauré. The slow tempo and the soft orchestration transform the harmonic and melodic
progression into something completely different – a big, but transparent, painting inspired by James McNeill Whistler’s
painting “Clouds and Sky, Venice.”
'red and blue', originally written for Les Percussions de Strasbourg, is a metallic landscape akin to the large abstract
paintings of Barnett Newman, where the listener is completely surrounded by a wave of different tam-tam colors with
cymbal and crotales overtones.
'rota', for contrabass clarinet and string quartet, is an intensive sequence of different rotating musical elements, at the
same time archaic and complex like the Spanish dance called rota. It shows a wide range of expressions – from harsh
and virtuoso counterpoint to lyrical solo parts and poetic sound fields. The clarinet is integrated into the sound of the
string quartet as a bass voice, widening the register of the strings.
'A self-same-song', is a wild and virtuoso solo for contrabass clarinet based on Gershwin’s “A Foggy Day.” 

Also with the JACK Quartet on Mode Records:
MODE209 / MODE209DVD Iannis XENAKIS: Complete String Quartets
"Until now, few groups other than the dauntless Arditti Quartet have delivered Xenakis's four demanding works for string
quartet with the combination of precision and visceral power this fiercely impacted music demands. But the New
York-based Jack Quartet tackle it with such energy and panache that the performance becomes a wholly new, involving
experience...The performances of all of them are equally superb." Andrew Clements, The Guardian, 23 October 2009

“the Jack Quartet handles Xenakis’s intricate and complex sound worlds with committed, delicate brilliance, and the
whole is given a burnished brightnesss by the impeccable recorded sound.”
Catherine Nelson, The Strad, October 2009
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Robin Walker 
on the Casavant Frères organ, St Luke
Lutheran Church, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Frederick FRAHM: Works for Organ
As of Fire, Sonata d’Église, Two Chorale Fantasies
Sonata per Organo, Three New Mexico Sketches, Septum Verba 
Robin Walker 

SFZ MUSIC, the independent label for HIS MAJESTYS SAGBUTTS & CORNETTS, are pleased to announce their latest
release, the first recording on the label by star young organist, Robin Walker, playing the music of American composer
Frederick Frahm.
Frederick Frahm was born in 1964, in Hemet, California. His catalogue of compositions includes works for organ solo
including concert works and chorale preludes, chamber music, art songs and song cycles, music for handbells, and
several extended works for voices and orchestra including chamber operas and cantatas.
A prolific composer, Frahm’s music is distinguished by a symmetrical and architectural approach to form, a keen
sensitivity to literature and imagery as a source of musical inspiration, and a preference for music with broad tempi,
modal tonality, and stark contrasts in texture.
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Markus Stockhausen [trumpet]
Tara Bouman [clarinet]
Stefano Scodanibbio [double bass]
Fabrizio Ottaviucci [piano]
Mark Nauseef [percussion]

Spaces & Spheres: Intuitive Music
Ungone, Of Silver Tongue, The Fluid Thread
Right Bright Night, She Cleared the Air, Invisible Again
Markus Stockhausen
Stefano Scodanibbio
Fabrizio Ottaviucci 

The five musicians Markus Stockhausen, Tara Bouman, Stefano Scodanibbio, Fabrizio Ottaviucci and Mark Nauseef had
known each other since the 1980s. A sense of friendship on both personal and artistic levels grew among these
musicians, as did the wish to make a recording of their 'Intuitive Music': a music that is fleeting – since it is only intended
for the moment – but nevertheless deserves documentation. This is what motivated the present recordings. In February
2008, the five musicians met at Elmau Castle in the Bavarian Alps. For four days, they played together intuitively, without
music or prior discussion. Walter Quintus recorded all these encounters and mixed them very skillfully. 
Stefano Scodanibbio died on 8 January 2012, much too young, after a long illness. This music is dedicated to him.
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Claire Désert [piano]
Trio Wanderer

Bruno MANTOVANI: Chamber Music
Huit moments musicaux pour violon, violoncelle et piano
Cinq pièces pour Paul Klee pour violoncelle et piano
D’une seule voix pour violon et violoncelle
All’ungarese pour violon et piano
Claire Désert 
Trio Wanderer

Internationally recognised French composer Bruno Mantovani [b.1974] is regularly inspired by musical works of the past to create
new objects. This disc presents five pieces for piano and strings, inspired by Franz Schubert, Béla Bartók, Maurice Ravel
but especially painter, Paul Klee. These pages are teeming with contemporary interpretations of old  masters.
After producing two CDs released by Sony Classical, the Wanderer Trio began a new partnership with harmonia mundi in
1999.  Since then, nine recordings have been released. With a particular fondness for contemporary music, the
Wanderer Trio has premiered several works by Thierry Escaich (Lettres Mêlées, 2004), Bruno Mantovani (Huits
Moments Musicaux, 2008), Frank Michael Beyer (Lichtspuren, 2008) and Marco Francescini (Triple Concerto 'Ego',
2011). This interest has resulted in this Mirare programme for July, to be followed by Arenski and Tchaïkovsky trios for
hm in autumn 2013. Their recordings have been awarded several prizes including Critic's Choice, Gramophone and CD 
of the Month from BBC Music Magazine. 
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