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Gramophone Choice

LSO Live LSO0728 Faure Requiem, Bach, 
Tenebrae, Gordan Nikolitch, members of the LSO, Nigel Short

BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE: OPERA CHOICE 
Naive V5286 Sogno Barocco: Anne Sofie von Otter

BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE:INSTRUMENTAL CHOICE: 
Naive V5297 Opera Fantasia: Emmanuel Ceysson

BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE: DVD CHOICE
FRA007 / FRA507 [Bluray] Britten Turn of the Screw 
Toby Spence; Miah Persson; Susan Bickley; Giselle Allen; 
London Philharmonic Orchestra / Jakub Hrusa

IRR OUTSTANDING
harmonia mundi HMU907528 Mozart Keyboard Music 4
Kristian Bezuidenhout 

IRR OUTSTANDING
Glossa GCDSA921116 Beethoven Complete Symphonies
Orchestra of the 18th C/Franz Brüggen

IRR OUTSTANDING
Praga Digitals DSD250289 Haydn Apponyi‘ Quartets Op. 71
Prazák  Quartet



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMC902108
Barcode: 3149020210826
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Isabelle Faust [violin Stradivarius]
Alexander Melnikov [fortepiano ‘Lagrassa’
ca.1815, from the collection of Edwin Beunk]
Boris Faust [viola Gaetano Pollastri]
Wolfgang Emanuel Schmidt [cello Matteo
Gofriller]

WEBER: Sonatas for piano & violin, Piano Quartet

Isabelle Faust
Alexander Melnikov

6 Sonates progressives pour le Piano-Forté avec Violon obligé, composées et dédiées aux amateurs Op.10
Quartet for violin, viola, violoncello and fortepiano Op.8

The unjustly neglected piano quartet (J76) was completed in September of the year 1809, which the 22-year-old Weber
spent in Stuttgart. It was originally offered to the publisher Hans Georg Nägeli, but he rejected it, advising the composer
that it created wanton ‘confusion in the arrangement of its ideas’ and indeed too obviously imitated the ‘bizarreries’ of
Beethoven. However, the work was issued a year later by the Bonn firm of Beethoven’s friend and admirer Nikolaus
Simrock, whose ears were more receptive to the peculiarities of the score than Nägeli. And in the following year, 1811,
Simrock once again stepped into the breach in the matter of the publication of the Six Violin Sonatas (J99–104). These
were written to a tight deadline in the late summer of 1810, on commission from the Offenbach publisher Johann Anton
André, who had in mind a collection of short pieces of moderate difficulty for the domestic music-making of the upper
middle classes. Unhappy with the concomitant artistic limitations, Weber took the commission only half-heartedly and
repeatedly complained during the compositional process of this ‘swine of a job’, which cost him ‘more sweat than the
same number of symphonies’. His annoyance was all the greater when André rejected the finished work out of hand
because it did not correspond to his expectations. 
When Simrock finally published these pieces in Bonn in two instalments under the title 'Progressive sonatas for
fortepiano with obbligato violin, composed for and dedicated to amateur musicians', with the opus number 10, Weber had
only remotely followed André’s specifications. It is true that the technical demands on the performers, especially the
violin, are fairly modest, but in terms of content the 6 short two- or three-movement sonatinas far outstrip mere
pedagogical intentions.They were written to please amateurs, but quite as much to satisfy connoisseurs of any era.

Isabelle Faust follows up the success of recent recordings for hm [Bach volume 2, Berg and Beethoven with Claudio
Abbado] with regular partner Alexander Melnikov and her brother Boris, currently principal viola of the Bremer
Philharmoniker, and Wolfgang Emanuel Schmidt of whom Mstislav Rostropovich has said:  ‘Wolfgang Emanuel Schmidt
is one of the leading cellists of his generation, of our time’.
 
Strad feature in January, written by Isabelle 



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMU907528
Barcode: 093046752828
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Kristian Bezuidenhout [fortepiano Paul McNulty,
Divisov, Czech Republic, 2009, after Anton
Walter & Sohn, Vienna, 1805]
From the collection of Alexander Skeaping
A=430

MOZART: Keyboard Music, Vol.4
Sonata in G major K283, Sonata in D major K31, Fantasia in D minor K397
Prelude & Fugue in C major K394, 12 Variations on ‘Je suis Lindor’ K354
Kristian Bezuidenhout

Kristian Bezuidenhout's recordings for harmonia mundi have garnered consistently brilliant reviews: volume 1 of his
ongoing cycle of Mozart’s keyboard works was awarded a Caecilia Prize and a Gramophone Recommends; volume 3 a
Diapason d’Or Arte and a Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik, whilst his recording of Schumann’s 'Dichterliebe' with
Mark Padmore won an Edison Award.

NEWS JUST IN: IRR OUTSTANDING, January issue 2013

ALSO AVAILABLE:
HMU907497 Mozart: Fantasia in C minor K475, Sonatas in F K533, and B flat, K570, Variations on Die Pilgrime von
Mekka K455 
Gramophone recommends

HMU907498 Mozart Keyboard Music Vol 2 
Sonatas K330 and K457, A minor Rondo K511, B minor Adagio K540

Classic FM Magazine Editor’s Choice *****
IRR Outstanding
CD Review Disc of the Week

"Bezuidenhout is a prince of the fortepiano, making it sing in melodic phrases as no other practitioner of this intractable
instrument has done in my experience." The Times

HMU907499 Mozart Keyboard Music Vol 3
Variations in F major K613, Sonata in F major K332, Sonata in B flat major K333, Fantasie in C minor K396
BBC Music Magazine Instrumental Choice
"Kristian Bezuidenhout plays Mozart on the fortepiano like no-one else. ...He performs ... with all the sensitivity,
expressivity, flair and stylistic integrity that has marked him out as a supreme master of the early keyboard. ...the tone is
vibrant, the music thoroughly engaging, and the genius of Mozart is brilliantly and eloquently served." 
The Scotsman



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: HMX2908530/34
Barcode: 3149020853047
SPECIAL BUDGET Price
Format: 5 CD
Susan Chilcott [soprano]
Francesc Garrigosa [tenor]
Orquestra da Cambra Teatre Lliure, 
Ginesa Ortega, Joan Martin, Iñaki Fresán, Joan
Cabero, 
Régis Pasquier [violin], Brigitte Engerer [piano]
Marco Socías [guitar]
Orquesta Ciudad de Granada / Josep Pons
Javier Perianes [piano]

España!

Susan Chilcott
Brigitte Engerer
Javier Perianes
Josep Pons

CD1: ALBENIZ Pepita Jiménez [HMC901537]
CD2: FALLA El amor brujo [HMC905213] 
CD3: RAVEL Oeuvres pour violon et piano [HMC901364]
CD4: MOMPOU Música callada [HMI987070] 
CD5: RODRIGO Concierto de Aranjuez [HMC901764]

From the late 19th century onwards, following in the wake of Goya, Spain experienced a creative explosion that was to
manifest itself in all the arts, including music. This set is an invitation to discover these composers who transcribed the
innermost depths of their country’s soul in works that were nonetheless closely related to developments elsewhere in
Europe – hence the presence here of Ravel, the most Spanish of French musicians, alongside de Falla, Albéniz,
Rodrigo, and Mompou.



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: HMA1951687
Barcode: 3149020168738
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Melanie Diener [soprano]
Petra Lang [mezzo]
Endrik Wottrich [tenor]
Dietrich Henschel [bass]
La Chapelle Royale, Collegium Vocale Gent
Orchestre des Champs-Élysées
Philippe Herreweghe [conductor]
 
A4 LEAFLET AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT MUSIQUE D'ABORD TITLES 

BEETHOVEN:Symphony no.9

La Chapelle Royale
Collegium Vocale Gent
Orchestre des Champs-Élysées
Philippe Herreweghe

This title was released for the first time in 1999 and was one of the first to use Jonathan del Mar's edition in which textual
errors and ambiguities are corrected. 

"The result is a revelation in terms of clarity and in its extraordinary feat of propelling the listener back to 1824 to hear this
revolutionary symphony with something like the ears of its first audience....Best of all is the dramatic finale in which
Philippe Herreweghe obtains an ideal balance between chorus and orchestra and has a really outstanding quartet of
soloists in Melanie Diener, Petra Lang, Endrik Wottrich and the splendid Dietrich Henschel." 
Michael Kennedy, Sunday Telegraph June 6, 1999



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMA1951793
Barcode: 3149020179338
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Isabelle Faust [violin]
Ewa Kupiec [piano]

JANACEK: Violin Sonata 
LUTOSLAWSKY: Partita
SZYMANOVSKY: Mythes
Isabelle Faust

This programme comprises three major 20th-century chamber works, all of them deeply rooted in the musical world of
Central Europe. 
The pieces by Janac•ek and Szymanowski are exactly contemporary. Composed respectively at the beginning and the
end of the 20th century, Szymanowski's 'Mythes' and Lutoslawski's 'Partita' constitute two landmarks of Polish music.

"A strong, supple performance of Janacek's Violin Sonata heads this  impressive recital.  The playing is pungent, shot
through with shafts of colour and with that citrus tang so typical of Janacek's mature voice." 
Geoffrey Norris, The Daily Telegraph, 6 September 2003

“There is a spontaneous sense of fantasy in these performances, which brings out the quirky side of the Janá&#269;ek,
and similarly in some passages of the Partita, whilst the pianist Ewa Kupiec matches Isabelle Faust in drawing out the
atmospheric beauties of Szymanowski’s Mythes...Isabelle Faust plays with rapt concentration, as compelling and
imaginative in her way as Anne-Sophie Mutter in the orchestral version.  An unusual disc which impressively displays the
mastery of both players.”
Edward Greenfield, Gramophone, Awards Issue, 2003 



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMA1951670
Barcode: 3149020167038
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Jean-Guihen Queyras [cello]

BRITTEN: Suites for solo cello

Jean-Guihen Queyras

This recording of the most famous solo cello suites of the 20th century – in which the spirit of Bach is never very far away
– marked the start of the collaboration of a very young Jean-Guihen Queyras with harmonia mundi, back in 1998. Right
from this first disc, the French cellist demonstrated his supremely high artistic standards. An unqualified success!

“a high-class field, led, as far as complete cycles are concerned, by the outstanding Jean-Guihen Queyras."
Anthony Burton, BBC Music Magazine, June 2004, Benchmark recording



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1951730
Barcode: 3149020173039
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Huelgas-Ensemble
Paul Van Nevel - Conductor

RICHAFORT: Requiem in memoriam Josquin Desprez 

Huelgas-Ensemble, Paul Van Nevel

We possess many works by Jean Richafort, but very little biographical information on the composer. In the 16th century
he was the object of veneration and admiration. The great Ronsard himself spoke of him in the most enthusiastic terms,
and most of his contemporaries - Mouton, Morales, Gombert, Palestrina - based Masses on his music.

"an astonishing work...Nobody with open ears and a reasonably  functioning heart could possibly find such music solid
and  unexciting." 
Stephen Pettitt, The Sunday Times, 14 April 2002 (***, Outstanding) 

“Van Nevel’s ensemble is on cracking form, and his programming deftly combines moods and registers.” Fabrice Fitch,
Gramophone, October 2002



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMA1951847
Barcode: 3149020184738
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Ensemble Explorations
Roel Dieltiens [conductor]

ROSSINI: Una Lagrima
Chamber music with cello: Duo, Sonata, Serenata a quattro
Roel Dieltiens

"Under the expert directorship of Roel Dieltiens, the players achieve a warmth and serenity which is never over-indulgent,
but allows the rich, sometimes melancholy heart of these wonderful pieces - relatively rarely heard in the concert hall - to
sing out...
'Une larme' for cello and piano - proves to be a tour de force, Dieltiens charting its almost operatic sway of emotions and
tempestuous cadenzas with a delicate and sensitive touch, with powerful support from pianist Jan Vermeulen." 
Catherine Nelson, The Strad, December 2004



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: HMA1951882
Barcode: 3149020188231
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Werner Güra [tenor]
Jan Schultsz [piano]

WOLF: Mörike-Lieder

Werner Güra

“none has surpassed Güra in his understanding of the idiom, and none has had a partner so aware of every nuance in
the piano parts as Schultsz….I cannot recommend this disc too strongly.”
Alan Blyth, Gramophone, October 2005

“A most beguiling disc; essential both for connoisseurs and for anyone keen to explore a composer regarded by many as
the greatest lieder writer since Schubert.”
Geoff Brown, The Times, 21 October 2005

“exquisite performances”
Andrew Stewart, Classic FM Magazine, December 2005, *****

"Güra's singing of the lines in 'Im Frühling' is spellbinding.  This is only one example of the loveliness of tone, tender
phrasing and astute interpretation of the text that characterise Güra's singing throughout this recital...It seems to me to be
Lieder-singing of the highest quality, and Schultsz plays an indispensable role in achieving this." Michael Kennedy, The
Sunday Telegraph, 23 October 2005 
The Sunday Telegraph Best Classical Releases of 2005

“It is heartening to hear Werner Güra tackling this demanding repertoire with a command comparable to that of Peter
Schreier…Güra offers fine musicianship, blessedly secure technique and altogether exceptional colouristic ability...One
of the most outstanding vocal discs of 2005.” Roger Pines, IRR, December 2005

“The notes, the whole presentation, and the translations are exemplary.” Michael Tanner, BBC Music Magazine,
December 2005

“Other particular delights include a fresh, springy performance of the popular Fussreise, free from any lederhosen
heartiness, a wonderfully tender, delicate Auf ein altes Bild, and a truly virtuoso performance, from both singer and
pianist, of the spooky ballad Der Feuerreiter.”
Richard Wigmore, The Daily Telegraph, 25 February 2006 



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: HMA1951890
Barcode: 3149020189030
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Stefan Vladar [piano]

SCHUMANN: Carnaval Op.19 , Papillons Op.2,
Faschingsschwank as Wien 

Stefan Vladar

“In Carnaval, as throughout this lithe and thoroughly musical performance, Vladar transcends the technical demands,
summoning up the fantasy of Schumann's invention and fixing it with perceptive colouring and telling subtleties.”
Geoffrey Norris, The Daily Telegraph, 17 July 2006

“Vladar’s performances are energetic and vivid, flying along with plenty of élan.”
Jessica Duchen, Classic FM Magazine, August 2006

“Outstanding.”
Julian Haylock, International Piano, November/December 2006



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMA1951863
Barcode: 3149020186336
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Ensemble Clément Janequin
Dominique Visse

LEJEUNE: Autant en emporte le vent
Gone with the Wind
Ensemble Clément Janequin
Dominique Visse

"Dominique Visse and his superb ensemble offer a programme of his wonderful songs, veering from the sacred to the
sublime to the downright bawdy" 
Andrew Clarke, The Independent, 6-12 August 2005

“A joy from the first track to the last.”
Geoff Brown, The Times, 12 August 2005

“The singers switch effortlessly between the styles, and this versatility, on the part of composer and performers alike, is
the keynote of a most entertaining programme.”
Elizabeth Roche, The Daily Telegraph, 10 September 2005

“Ensemble Clément Janequin recordings have long been blessed with superb sound quality and this disc is no
exception…wholly delightful.”
Andrew O’Connor, IRR, September 2005



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMA1951836
Barcode: 3149020183632
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Emmanuelle Bertrand [cello]
Pascal Amoyel [piano]

R. STRAUSS Cello Sonata in F Op.6, Romance
REGER: Cello Sonata in G min Op.28, Kleine Romanze
Emmanuelle Bertrand
Pascal Amoyel

“Reger's day may yet come, if the rewards of the clear and lucid playing of the French duo of Emmanuelle Bertrand and
Pascal Amoyel is anything to go by.”
Michael Dervan, The Irish Times, 18 February 2005

“From the first carefully turned phrase of the Strauss Romance it is clear that this is going to be an exceptional
recording.”
Janet Banks, The Strad, April 2005

“radiant from beginning to end.”
Robin Stowell, International Piano, May/June 2005



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMA1987018
Barcode: 3149020701805
BUDGET Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Alia Musica
Miguel Sanchez [conductor]

El Canto de Auroros
Traditional Polyphony in Murcia
Alia Mvsica

“another compelling release from the excellent ensemble, Alia Musica.  They are genuinely dedicated musicians, who
continue to bring early music enthusiasts a rich repertoire of the rare and unusual, and with beautifully sympathetic
engineering, this release has to be a top recommendation.”
Hi-Fi+, 10/10 recording/10/10 music

A collection derived from ancient musical traditions where groups of men sing a variety of religious texts, including
polyphonic greetings to the "Virgen de la Aurora", from vespers until dawn, first released in 1998.



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: Wigmore Hall Live
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: WHLIVE0056
Barcode: 5065000924584
MID Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Maxim Vengerov [violin]
Itamar Golan [piano]

Maxim Vengerov: Bach, Beethoven

Maxim Vengerov

J.S. BACH: Partita No. 2 BWV1004 (1720)
BEETHOVEN: Violin Sonata No. 9 in A Op. 47 'Kreutzer' (1803)
Encore: WIENIAWSKI Scherzo-Tarantelle Op. 16 (1856)
BRAHMS: Hungarian Dance No. 1 in G minor - transcr. Joseph Joachim
 
A virtuoso of legendary renown, Maxim Vengerov is acclaimed as a musician of the highest order. Following a prodigious
debut at the age of five, he has enjoyed a successful career  throughout the world and, over the past quarter-century, has
been internationally celebrated as a violinist, teacher and conductor. 
His return to Wigmore Hall in April 2012 will be remembered as one of the great landmarks of the London concert
season, as he performed  cornerstones of the violin repertoire to a sold-out Hall, confirming his reputation as one of the
world’s most dynamic artists. With a warm,  rich tone, he created a personal and intimate atmosphere from the very
beginning of Bach’s  Partita No. 2 in D minor, which opened the recital. Playful and searching, his soulful  outpourings
and refined expression resonated deeply though every movement. Vengerov was joined by recital partner Itamar Golan
for a fiery and adventurous performance  of Beethoven’s grand ‘Kreuzer’ sonata. With an energetic approach, this
shining rendition  presented both musicians as equal partners in the magnificent masterwork, their ensemble fresh and
conversational throughout. 
The blazing passion is almost tangible in the two encores, Hungarian Dance No. 1 by Brahms, and Scherzo-Tarantella
by Wienawski, as Vengerov’s true virtuosity was fully  unleashed to awe-inspiring effect. Marking his much anticipated
return to the performance platform, this recording is an absolute ‘must-have’. 

"this was formidable music-making in which scale and prowess blended to produce edge-of-your-seat excitement." 
The Guardian
 
"power and passion, humour, lightness and grace, brilliant virtuosity and deep  musicianship all played their part to create
a miraculous procession of musical jewels." Slipped Disc



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: Alia Vox
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: AVDVD9896
Barcode: 7619986398969
2 FOR 1 DVD Price
Format: 2 DVDs, 2 hybrid SACDs
Packaging: cd book, 200pp
Céline Scheen, Yetzabel Arias, 
Pascal Bertin, Makoto Sakurada, 
Stephan Macleod 
La Capella Reial de Catalunya
Le Concert des Nations
Jordi Savall

BACH: Mass in B minor, Live in Fontfroide Abbey

La Capella Reial de Catalunya
Le Concert des Nations
Jordi Savall

a luxurious 4 disc set:

DVD1: Mass in B minor captured at Fontfroide Festival in 2011 in the nave of the Abbey Church,
DVD2: documentary 'Bach and Savall in Fontfroide' about the rehearsals of the Mass in B minor (French only)
2 HYBRID SACDs: Bach Mass in B minor - Audio multichannel version of the concert 

Believing that the chorus parts are of a complexity even greater than that of the solo parts, Jordi Savall handpicked for
this recording an 'academy' of young singers destined for careers as solo professionals. The technical and artistic quality
of the result obtained after several  weeks of rehearsal is beyond superlatives.  Jordi Savall chose to adapt the number of
singers in each section of Bach's sublime Mass, in his first recording of a vocal work by Bach, after giving reference
versions of the Brandenburg Concertos, the Art of the Fugue and the Musical Offering.



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: OP30539
Barcode: 709861305391
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: DIGIPACK
Sergio Azzolini [bassoon]
L’Aura Soave Cremona

VIVALDI: Concerti per fagotto III

Sergio Azzolini

Concertos RV 485 in fa maggiore, RV 502 in si bemolle maggiore, RV 474 in do maggiore, RV 480 in sol minore, 
RV 494 in sol maggiore, RV 475 in do maggiore

As you would expect after the successful volumes 1 and 2, this is a very exciting recording, featuring the virtuosity and
poetry of Sergio Azzolini.
This 48th release in the Vivaldi Edition features a selection of the finest works for bassoon ever composed. Azzolini is
like a magician with his instrument and with each CD Azzolini proves himself to be an artist of endless immagination and
virtuosity and surpasses the one before. 
In the catalogue of Vivaldi’s works, the bassoon is in fact the instrument assigned the largest number of solo concertos
after those written for the violin, the composer’s own instrument.There are 39 concertos for bassoon in the National
Library of Turin, which means we are only just half way on this wonderful journey!

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
OP30496 Concerti per fagotto I RV 493, 495, 477, 488, 503, 471, 484
OP30518 Concerti per fagotto II RV 499, 472, 490, 496, 504, 483, 470
IRR OUTSTANDING

“Azzolini is a consummate master of his instrument and no matter what difficulties Vivaldi puts before the performer,
Azzolini will transform it into something wonderful—his virtuosity is astounding, but he is equally gifted in his ability to
shape melodies into something approaching enchantments.” Early Music Review

“He is a baroque musician on a high level of imagination and inspiration... He makes these concertos all the more
attractive and fascinating. This is music-making to cherish.” Gramophone

“A tour de force, Azzolini’s command of those concertos is breathtaking, maximising the power of Vivaldi’s music with an
expressive palet beyond that often expected of period instruments.” Early Music Today



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: V5192
Barcode: 822186051924
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD+DVD
Packaging: cd book
Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse
Tugan Sokhiev

CD: STRAVINSKY The Firebird, The Rite of Spring 
DVD: Rite of Spring

The fifth recording of Tugan Sokhiev and Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse on naïve is dedicated to one of the
major music works of the 20th century, Stravinsky’s 'Rite of Spring', which will turn 100 years in 2013.
Also featuring the 'The Firebird' and offering illustrations that enhance the special atmosphere of those works, this set
includes a bonus DVD with a live performance of 'Rite of Spring' from the unforgettable concert that opened last season
for the orchestra, now considered one of the best French ensembles.
Tugan Sokhiev’s career is moving ahead fast. Besides his activity as Music Director at Orchestre National du Capitole de
Toulouse, with whom he will tour Japan, Germany, Austria, Poland and China this season, he is now Music Director at
Deutsches Symphonie Orchestra in Berlin and guest conductor of several prestigious orchestras, including the
Philharmonia to which he returns each season. He also enjoys a close association with the Mariinsky Theatre and is in
demand from orchestras and opera houses worldwide. 
The relationship between Sokhiev and his musicians in Toulouse is increasingly celebrated - Le Figaro described the
partnership as "at the centre of French musical life", while Le Monde wrote of “Sokhievmania” after a recent performance
in Paris. 
 

CONCERT: 
24 January 2013 LONDON Mendelssohn, Dvorak, Brahms with the Philharmonia Orchestra



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: V5310
Barcode: 822186053102
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD + DVD
Packaging: digipack
Lise de la Salle

CD: Lise de la Salle: A Portrait
DVD: Lise de la Salle: Liszt, Schumann au Théâtre des Bouffes du Nord

CD: MOZART Sonata in D major KV 284 - Allegro, RACHMANINOV Etudes-tableaux op.39 no.1 - Allegro agitato
JS BACH Chromatic fantasia & fugue in D minor BWV903 - Fuga
CHOPIN Piano concerto no.2 - Maestoso, RAVEL Miroirs - Une Barque sur l’océan
PROKOFIEV Six pieces from Romeo & Juliet op.75 - Montagues & Capulets, Toccata op.11
SHOSTAKOVICH Concerto no.1  - Lento, LISZT Ständchen, in D minor (Schubert), S60, 
Mazeppa, from 12 Etudes d’exécution transcendante, S139
DVD: LISZT Ballade no. 2, Funérailles, Nuages gris, Après une lecture du Dante, SCHUMANN Etudes symphoniques,
Variations posthumes, CHOPIN Nocturne op. posth. in C sharp minor

To celebrate 10 years of recording activity with Lise de la Salle, aged only 24 years-old, with 6 discs under her belt,
Naive are delighted to offer this 'best of' that collects an impressive series of outstanding performances in diverse
repertoire. 
The bonus DVD includes a 93' recital recorded in one of Paris' most beautiful concert places: Théâtre des Bouffes du
Nord. The programme includes works by Schumann, which Lise de la Salle has recording here for the first time. She
continues to develop an impressive international concert schedule, in recital and in concerto. 

"The 'really exceptional' is rare in any period, which is why the latest piano recital by Lise de la Salle is such a significant
event." The Independent

"Placing all my cards firmly on the table, I must say that I have rarely heard a young pianist so in love with music, so
memorably and naturally immersed in the task in hand. Music is, quite simply, her world; she moves within its realm as
naturally as a fish swims or a bird flies." Gramophone

UK CONCERTS: 
3 May ABBOTSHOLM
7 May BEDFORD
8 May CARDIFF
9 May LONDON, Royal Festival Hall, Mozart: Piano concerto KV 271, Britten: Young Apollo
30 May 13 NEWCASTLE Saint-Saëns: Piano concerto no.2 with Northern Sinfonia, Ainars Rubikis
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NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Xavier Sabata [counter tenor]
Il Pomo d'Oro, Riccardo Minasi

HANDEL: Bad Guys
Opera arias from Amadigi, Ariodante, Ottone
Xavier Sabata
Il Pomo d'Oro
Riccardo Minasi 

Xavier Sabata is an exceptional singer. He takes the music from a resolutely revolutionary angle, accompanied by the
Italian ensemble Il Pomo d'Oro, conducted by Riccardo Minasi. 
This album, dedicated to the 'bad boys' in operas by Georges Friedrich Handel, is crossed with tears, joy and rage. A
wonder to all lovers of exceptional vocal discoveries.
During the 2011-2012 season, Xavier Sabata appears at the most prestigious opera houses, festivals and concert halls
in Europe, with the best orchestras. Born in Barcelona in 1976, he graduated in drama from the Theatre Institute in his
hometown. He rstudied with the famous duo of Mitsuko Shirai and Hartmut Höll and participated in master classes with
Montserrat Figueras, Richard Levitt and Christoph Prégardien. His participation in the 'Coronation of Poppea' by
Monteverdi at the Opera de Lyon marked the beginning of his regular collaboration with Les Arts Florissants and William
Christie. Upcoming engagements include the lead at the Royal Opera Oviedo (Ottone, in Agrippina), the Megaron in
Athens, at the Theater an der Wien and at the Royal Opera of Versailles. He sang Iarba in Cavalli's 'La Didone' at the
Théâtre des Champs-Élysées in Paris, subsequently recorded by Decca.
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Nadja Michael [Médée]
Kurt Streit [Jason] 
Christianne Stotijn [Néris. Médée's slave] 
Vincent Le Texier [King Créon] 
Hendrickje van Kerckhove [Dircé, Créon's
daughter] 
Les Choeurs de la Monnaie

CHERUBINI: Médée

Nadja Michael, Kurt Streit, Christianne Stotijn, Vincent Le Texier
Les Talens Lyriques
Christophe Rousset

Written in 1797, Cherubini's faithful version of Euripides' ancient tragedy is one of the most savage and powerful works of
the opera repertoire, relating the cruel vengeance of a wounded woman for whom infanticide seems to be the only
solution to her humiliation in love. As a continuation of Gluck's music, Cherubini's work is of boundless emotion, at once
a refined, terrifying and desperate portent of a tragic outcome.
Three years after the creation of 'Médée', Krzysztof Warlikowski and Christophe Rousset were reunited at La Monnaie for
this memorable production. The spoken dialogue,has been modernised here in the Polish stage director's interpretation:
dialogues being rewritten in contemporary French and with contemporary candour.
Warlikowski reconstructs Médée as a contemporary, postmodern patchwork in which the 18th century musical numbers
are just one element among others in a nearly-new work. 
As usual with Warlikowski, there are videos: 50s and 60s home videos of happy marriages, happy families, happy
schoolkids accompanied by pop songs of the period – Oh Carol, (I am but a fool) being an example. The chorus are the
period bourgeoisie, in superbly reproduced 60s costumes and hairstyles. Médée and Jason are strictly contemporary:
she, at first as Amy Winehouse: the signature black hair, tattoos, eyeliner, black patent dress),he with long, heavy
dreadlocks bunched down the back of his dinner jacket (and tattoos, once he is down to his vest). 
The themes are marriage and separation, motherhood and children, the symbols are Médée as a dangerous,
unconventional outsider (Amy Winehouse); as the Virgin Mary: as a weary modern mother folding her sons’ bloodstained
pyjamas and putting them in a drawer at the end before, in absolute silence, walking off and slamming the metal door
behind her.

"it's Nadja Michael's performance that convinces most. Her first entrance is a real coup de théâtre: she slips into Dirce's
wedding preparations from a side door, unnoticed by the other players on stage but very much noticed by the audience,
frighteningly sexy in black PVC dress, bouffant black Amy Winehouse style hair and arrows of black eye makeup. The
different sexual chemistries between her, Streit and Van Kerckhove are gripping...Michael's voice was up to the task in
every way, with plenty of power, diction clear as a bell and stage presence and expressiveness to burn...But the biggest
revelation of the evening was quite how good Cherubini's music can sound when played by the extraordinary Les Talens
Lyriques, conducted by Christophe Rousset." David Karlin, Bachtrack

 ALSO AVAILABLE ON BLURAY 
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NORMAL Price
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Packaging: digipack
Nadja Michael [Médée]
Kurt Streit [Jason] 
Christianne Stotijn [Néris. Médée's slave] 
Vincent Le Texier [King Créon] 
Hendrickje van Kerckhove [Dircé, Créon's
daughter] 
Les Choeurs de la Monnaie

CHERUBINI: Médée

Nadja Michael, Kurt Streit, Christianne Stotijn, Vincent Le Texier
Les Talens Lyriques
Christophe Rousset

Written in 1797, Cherubini's faithful version of Euripides' ancient tragedy is one of the most savage and powerful works of
the opera repertoire, relating the cruel vengeance of a wounded woman for whom infanticide seems to be the only
solution to her humiliation in love. As a continuation of Gluck's music, Cherubini's work is of boundless emotion, at once
a refined, terrifying and desperate portent of a tragic outcome.
Three years after the creation of 'Médée', Krzysztof Warlikowski and Christophe Rousset were reunited at La Monnaie for
this memorable production. The spoken dialogue,has been modernised here in the Polish stage director's interpretation:
dialogues being rewritten in contemporary French and with contemporary candour.
Warlikowski reconstructs Médée as a contemporary, postmodern patchwork in which the 18th century musical numbers
are just one element among others in a nearly-new work. 
As usual with Warlikowski, there are videos: 50s and 60s home videos of happy marriages, happy families, happy
schoolkids accompanied by pop songs of the period – Oh Carol, (I am but a fool) being an example. The chorus are the
period bourgeoisie, in superbly reproduced 60s costumes and hairstyles. Médée and Jason are strictly contemporary:
she, at first as Amy Winehouse: the signature black hair, tattoos, eyeliner, black patent dress),he with long, heavy
dreadlocks bunched down the back of his dinner jacket (and tattoos, once he is down to his vest). 
The themes are marriage and separation, motherhood and children, the symbols are Médée as a dangerous,
unconventional outsider (Amy Winehouse); as the Virgin Mary: as a weary modern mother folding her sons’ bloodstained
pyjamas and putting them in a drawer at the end before, in absolute silence, walking off and slamming the metal door
behind her.

"it's Nadja Michael's performance that convinces most. Her first entrance is a real coup de théâtre: she slips into Dirce's
wedding preparations from a side door, unnoticed by the other players on stage but very much noticed by the audience,
frighteningly sexy in black PVC dress, bouffant black Amy Winehouse style hair and arrows of black eye makeup. The
different sexual chemistries between her, Streit and Van Kerckhove are gripping...Michael's voice was up to the task in
every way, with plenty of power, diction clear as a bell and stage presence and expressiveness to burn...But the biggest
revelation of the evening was quite how good Cherubini's music can sound when played by the extraordinary Les Talens
Lyriques, conducted by Christophe Rousset." David Karlin, Bachtrack

 ALSO AVAILABLE ON DVD 
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Matthew Barley [cello]

Around Britten: Matthew Barley

Matthew Barley further proves his reputation as one of the UK's most innovative and creative performers with the new
programme and CD Around Britten – celebrating the centenary of Britten's birth with a selection of his works, including
the Third Cello Suite and pieces by Sir John Tavener and Gavin Bryars. 

The release coincides with the start of a tour of 100 events taking Britten's music to a kaleidoscopic variety of venues
around the UK, reaching a huge cross section of British society. As well as concerts in conventional concert halls,
Matthew will play in galleries, a cafe, a woodland in Devon, a number of cathedrals (including Canterbury), around 12
different National Trust properties and Britten's library at the Red House in Aldeburgh. The events will be featured across
the year in BBC Music Magazine, and one concert will be broadcast on BBC Radio 3. (details of the events can be found
here - http://www.matthewbarley.com/?page_id=740). 
 
“I wish more people would think about music the way Matthew Barley does” The Times

BRITTEN: Third Suite for Cello Op 87 	
Trad, arr. Britten arr. Barley: Greensleeves, The Salley Gardens, Oliver Cromwell			
BRYARS: Tre Laude Dolce I, II and III (2007) 		
Britten arr. Barley: Since She Whom I loved, Concord 		
TAVENER: Threnos, Chant							
BARLEY: Improvisation (2012)				
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Valentina Varriale, Leslie Visco [sopranos]
Filippo Mineccia [countertenor]
Rosario Totaro, Pino De Vittorio [tenors]
Giuseppe Naviglio [bass]
I Turchini / Antonio Florio

Il Tesoro di San Gennaro
Sacred Music in early 18th century Naples
I turchini
Antonio Florio

D. SCARLATTI: Sinfonia a 5 in do maggiore, Sinfonia a 4 in re maggiore, Antra valles Divo plaudant, 
Sinfonia a 4 in sol maggiore
CARESANA: Canzona a 4 con istromenti
FAGO: Confitebor a 3 con violini. Stabat Mater a 4 voci e strumenti
VENEZIANO: Jam sol recedit, Iste confessor, Ave Maris Stella (inno a voce sola con violini)

Antonio Florio’s deep understanding of the Baroque musical terrain of Naples now takes him to the dawn of the 18th
century when the fervour and visceral excitement held by Neapolitans for their chief patron saint San Gennaro was at its
height, in an era when the city had been ravaged by plague and was living in constant fear of eruptions from nearby
Mount Vesuvius. Great devotion was directed at San Gennaro, in the belief that he would ward off further evils: a
richly-adorned chapel in Naples’ cathedral was dedicated to him and provided with its own musical ensemble, and a
stream of composers (often pupils of the great Francesco Provenzale) such as Cristofaro Caresana, Nicola Fago and
Gaetano Veneziano worked there.
Central to the programme of I Turchini, prepared by Florio and Dinko Fabris, are performances of Fago’s four-part Stabat
Mater and Caresana’s canzona 'Sirene festose'. There is a rare outing also for a motet, 'Antra valles Divo plaudant',
written by the young Domenico Scarlatti – three of whose string sinfonias are also included here – when he was one of
the organists in the Real Cappella; musicians in Naples regularly moved in and out of different ensembles, then as now.
A booklet essay by Fabris himself splendidly underpins the popular traditions and musical and religious colour
surrounding San Gennaro in a Naples still alive today; moreover, an evocation brought to potent life by the performances
of Florio, with his singers and instrumentalists of I Turchini.
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La Compagnia del Madrigale:
Francesca Cassinari, Rossana Bertini, 
Laura Fabris [sopranos],
Elena Carzaniga [alto],
Giuseppe Maletto, Raffaele Giordani [tenors]
Marco Scavazza [baritone]
Daniele Carnovich [bass]

GESUALDO: Sesto Libro di Madrigali 1611

La Compagnia del Madrigale

To sense the emotional charge coursing through Carlo Gesualdo at the time when he was composing his Sixth Book of
Madrigals, there is no better starting point than a thrilling new recording being issued on Glossa from La Compagnia del
Madrigale.
Some of the finest singers in the madrigal repertoire today – including Giuseppe Maletto, Daniele Carnovich and
Rossana Bertini, and they have been refining their a cappella artistry for over more than 20 years with groups such as La
Venexiana and Concerto Italiano – now restore humanness, warmth, pictorial beauty and richness to one of the most
complex cycles in all music. This marks the group’s triumphant entry onto a label which has always made the exploration
of the Italian madrigal repertory one of its cornerstones.
Allied to the ensemble’s musical reading is a reevaluation of the essence of the madrigalism of Gesualdo (the Prince of
Venosa) by Marco Bizzarini in an absorbing accompanying essay, which draws upon many reactions to the music made
during the composer’s own lifetime. Bizzarini highlights the extraordinary beauty, the intense expression of the
sentiments and the mastery of counterpoint in Gesualdo’s “23 canapés of caviar” (as Stravinsky termed them). This new
interpretation – and its wealth of nuances – offered by La Compagnia del Madrigale majestically surmounts all the
dissonances and difficulties in these madrigals to lay bare the expressive intensity of the music. Graced by an attractive
cover design, wholly in keeping with standards of the house, this new recording of Gesualdo’s Sixth Book is a joy to
behold and read, as well as to listen to.
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Sir Mark Elder, Lorin Maazel, Riccardo Chailly,
Claus Peter Flor, Leonard Slatkin, Mariss
Jansons, Kurt Masur, George Benjamin, Fabio
Luisi, Ed Spaniaard, Bernard Haitink, Daniel
Harding, David Robertson, Markus Stenz, Zubin
Mehta, Yan Pascal Tortelier, Sir Colin Davis,
Stefan Asbury, Hans Vonk, Paavo Berglund,
Pierre Boulez, Herbert Blomstedt, Ivan Fischer,

Anthology of The Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 7, 2000-2010

This seventh installment of the Anthology of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra (2000-2010) covers a period in the
orchestra's history largely characterised by changing perspectives in a new century. Indeed, it was in 2004 that Riccardo
Chailly relinquished his position as chief conductor after a 16-year-long tenure, whereupon the orchestra managed to
forge what would be a long-term relationship with the renowned maestro Mariss Jansons. A specialist in Romantic, and
particularly Italian, opera repertoire, Chailly was also an advocate of the modern classics and of contemporary music. His
collaboration with the RCO resulted in internationally acclaimed recordings of works by such composers as Varese,
Stravinsky and Berio. 
The Latvian maestro Jansons, a passionate orchestral conductor particularly of the late Romantic repertoire, shifted the
orchestra's focus more towards Tchaikovsky, Richard Strauss and Shostakovich, invariably endeavouring to strike a
careful balance between clarity of form and aesthetics. In addition, Jansons successfully continued the tradition of
high-profile co-productions between the RCO and De Nederlandse Opera with performances of Shostakovich's 'Lady
Macbeth of the Mtsensk District' and Tchaikovsky's 'Yevgeny Onegin'.
The orchestra itself also underwent changes. A generation of orchestral players, including the illustrious principal wind
instrumentalists who had laid the foundations for the Netherlands Wind Ensemble, retired and were succeeded by a
group of  outstanding young musicians, most of them hailing from outside the Netherlands, resulting in a growing
internationalisation of the RCO. There were also changes in the orchestra's business and artistic management and its
concert programming policy also saw a shift in direction. The 'Picasso/Rembrandt formula' was retired to make way for
the new A Series, featuring more firmly embedded contemporary, often Dutch, repertoire. The launch of the orchestra's
own in-house record label, RCO Live, breathed new life into its rich recording tradition. The identity of a modern,
21st-century orchestra would be further bolstered by the RCO's active online presence, its own Web channel,  effective
use of social media, and the successful digital platform RCO Universe, a novelty in the orchestral world.
This CD box set constitutes the final volume of the Anthology of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra, a musical journey
through time in seven installments, each made up of fourteen CDs of live concert recordings. Drawing on the wealth of
recordings in the Dutch public broadcasting network archives, the compilers set out to create a colourful historical
overview and sound mosaic whilst doing justice to the unique history of the orchestra from 1935, the year from which its
oldest surviving radio recording dates. Repertoire, performance, conductors, soloists and recording quality were the
criteria which, in the proper interrelationships, proved to be decisive. Working to document such a vast musical legacy
has been a privilege, the compilers having been aware that the making of choices brings with it the duty to showcase as
many aspects of this rich history as possible.
The compilers wish to dedicate this series to all the musicians who have been part of the orchestra over the past 125
years. It is hoped that all seven volumes will be re-released as a 'superbox' to celebrate the RCO's anniversary. Full track
listing available on request.
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Tabea Zimmermann [viola]
Kirill Gerstein [piano]
 
NEW LABEL! 
COMING SOON: Hagen Quartet playing Beethoven  
 

Sonatas for viola & piano Vol. 2
BRAHMS: Op.120/1, SCHUBERT: Arpeggione D821, FRANCK:Sonata in A major

Tabea Zimmermann and Kirill Gerstein return to the studio to record the follow-up to their highly praised first duo album.
The new disc includes spellbinding performances of three late works by significant 19th century composers: Brahms
mature Sonata in F minor, Schubert‘s melancholic Arpeggione sonata, and Franck‘s splendid Sonata in A major, all
masterly performed on viola. This new disc explores three works by major 19th-Century figures, each written during the
composers’ final years. All three works on the new recording were originally composed for an instrument other than viola.
One of Brahms’ final chamber works, the dramatic Sonata in F minor, was intended for clarinet, though Brahms himself
adapted the work to the range and technical possibilities of the viola. Also near the end of his life was Franz Schubert
when he wrote his superb 'Arpeggione' sonata. The work was commissioned by a friend of the composer’s, who
requested a sonata for a new kind of instrument: the arpeggione, a hybrid between the cello and the guitar. Written just
four years before his death, César Franck’s A major sonata is also beloved by cellists but has been rarely heard from
violists. 
Tabea Zimmermann is one of the leading contemporary viola players worldwide. Awarded the Echo Klassik as
Instrumentalist of the Year in 2010, Zimmermann has recently been Artist in Residence at the Cologne and Luxemburg
Philharmony, as well as the Kunstfest Weimar, Bozar Festival Brussels and the Elbphilharmonie Konzerte in Hamburg.
Of her recent disc of Bach and Reger solo suites, Gramophone wrote: “here is playing full of warmth, of depth, of
meditation and of full maturity … gorgeous.”
Russian pianist Kirill Gerstein has quickly proven to be one of today’s most intriguing young musicians. Recipient of the
2010 Gilmore Artist Award, Gerstein’s solo release on myrios classics, featuring music by Schumann and Liszt, was
played, according to The New York Times, “with exquisite technique, refined musicianship and engrossing imagination”,
and was shortlisted by the NY Times’ Holiday Gift Guide as one of the 25 best classical recordings of 2010.
This SACD release from myrios classics is available from harmonia mundi UK on January 14, 2013, as is the back
catalogue.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
MYR004 Sonatas Volume 1: Brahms, Rebecca Clarke and Henri Vieuxtemps

"A veritable masterclass in poetically introspective music-making which finds both players at an inspirational peak. The
luxurious engineering provides a cushion of sonic velvet.“ Julian Haylock, Classic FM Magazine Editor‘s Choice, April 2011

"Zimmermann and Gerstein give an ideal performance. Recording of all three works is excellent, a credit to this new
label.“ Gramophone Magazine
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Jonathan Biss [piano]

BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonatas 2
Sonata No.4 Op.7, Sonata No.14 Op.27 No.2 ‘Moonlight’
Fantasy Op.77, Sonata No.24 Op.78
Jonathan Biss 

On the second volume in his complete cycle of all 32 sonatas, Jonathan Biss has chosen the early but large-scale ‘Grand
Sonata’ op.7 from 1796, a work exceeded in length only by the ‘Hammerklavier’ sonata, and the most famous of all the
sonatas – the ‘Moonlight’, along with the Fantasy and op.78.

Spanning the years 1795 to 1822, the piano sonatas contain some of Beethoven’s most profound musical utterances.
Beethoven’s subtle transformation of the piano sonata form is extraordinary, from the classical style of the early sonatas
to the freer multi-movement structures of the visionary late works. The rare Fantasy op.77 gives an insight to
Beethoven’s improvisatory style, in which he was without equal. Moscheles and Czerny both said that this work reminded
them of Beethoven’s famous improvisations. It dates from 1808, the same year as the delightful and compact op.78
sonata.

Advertised in Gramophone and BBC Music Magazine.

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
ONYX 4082 Beethoven – Piano Sonatas Vol.1
"There’s a wonderfully unforced quality to Biss’s playing ... the way in which he eases into the opening movement of the
A flat ‘Funeral March’ Sonata op.26, or perfectly weights the climaxes in op.81a, ‘Les Adieux’, are marks of an
outstanding pianist; for those who stay the course, this could be a Beethoven cycle to treasure."
Andrew Clements, The Guardian, ***** 
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Denis Kozhukhin [piano]

PROKOFIEV: The War Sonatas – Piano Sonatas 6, 7 & 8

Denis Kozhukhin 

"Dynamite, explosive and volatile, phenomenal… performance of such rare quality" – these are just some of the
superlatives used to describe Denis Kozhukhin’s Prokofiev interpretations. His is a name to watch out for.

The debut recording from a young Russian pianist who wowed the public and critics with his recent Prokofiev piano
concerto cycle with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, he embarks upon a recital tour to Japan in January, playing
repertoire that includes the complete Prokofiev piano sonatas.
In May 2013 Denis Kozhukhin will perform Sonatas 6–8 at the South Bank Centre’s The Rest is Noise festival. He  won
the coveted first prize at the prestigious Queen Elisabeth Competition in Belgium in 2010 and is now in demand with
many leading orchestras.

"This was remarkable; a performance of such rare quality it is difficult to light on vocabulary that might define the
experience. There could be some mileage in recounting the audience’s stunned reaction as Kozhukhin wrestled with and
overcame passage after furious passage, gathering tension as he went by virtue of the sheer physical strain required to
realise the notes Prokofiev put on the page."
The Scotsman [Piano Concerto no.2]

"The performance was dynamite: explosive and volatile, with phenomenal playing from Kozhukhin, but all within a lucidly
defined context and structure." Herald, Scotland 
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Soo Hyun Park [violin]
Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie Rheinland-Pfalz
Nicholas Milton [conductor]

WIENIAWSKI, CONUS Violin Concertos
WIENIAWSKI Violin Concerto No.1
CONUS Violin Concerto in E minor
VIEUXTEMPS Fantasia appassionata
Soo Hyun Park

Soo-Hyun Park was unanimously awarded the Prix Groupe Edmond de Rothschild in January 2012, at the Sommets
Musicaux de Gstaad. The prize offers the winner the opportunity to record their debut recording with an orchestra.
Born in Seoul in 1989, Soo-Hyun Park began playing the violin at the age of seven. Since 1999 she has attended the
masterclasses of Dora Schwarzberg at the Universität für Musik und darstellende Kunst in Vienna, where she also enjoys
teaching. Her highly virtuosic programme includes Wieniawski’s passionate first concerto and a
work once championed by Jascha Heifetz, the concerto by Julius Conus. Conus studied under Arensky and Taneyev and
was a close friend of Rachmaninov from student days and through both composers’ time in the USA. Conus’s son
married Rachmaninov’s daughter. His one major work is this highly effective and well-constructed showpiece for the
violin. Vieuxtemps’ 'Fantasia appassionata' is a miniature concerto, with a passionate central movement and a fiendishly
challenging ‘salterella’ finale. The composer was famous for his technical dexterity, and this work gives some idea of how
phenomenal his technique must have been.
Soo-Hyun has performed in Europe as well as China and Korea. She has performed at the Mozartsaal of the Vienna
Konzerthaus and in Tianjin with the city’s symphony orchestra in a concert broadcast live on both radio and television.

• Advertised in BBC Music Magazine and Gramophone magazine
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Alessio Bax [piano]
Southbank Sinfonia
Simon Over [conductor]

Alessio Bax plays Mozart
Piano Concerto No. 24 in C minor, K. 491
Piano Concerto No. 27 in B-flat major K. 595
8 Solo Variations on Sarti’s "Come un'agnello", K. 460
Alessio Bax

Alessio Bax follows his 2012 Brahms release with a new concerto recording of piano concertos K.491 and K.595 by
Mozart, performed with the Southbank Sinfonia under Simon Over. The Italian-born pianist Alessio Bax is a first-prize
winner at the Leeds and Hamamatsu international piano competitions and a 2009 Avery Fisher Career Grant recipient.
This is his fourth recording with Signum.

Reviews for Alessio's recent disc of Brahms (SIGCD309):
"... an all-Brahms recital that confirms what we auditors at last year’s Menlo Concerts in Palo Alto (the “Through Brahms”
experience) already knew: that Bax delivers a natural ethos in this composer’s combination of romantic passion and
classical architecture." 
Audiophile Audition, November 2012
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Joseph Nolan [the Cavaillé-Coll organ of La
Madeleine, Paris]

WIDOR: The Complete Organ Symphonies, Vol.2
Organ Symphony No.1 in C minor, Op.13 No.1
Organ Symphony No.2 in D major, Op.13, No.2
Joseph Nolan 

Volume 2 in a new collection of Charles-Marie Widor’s Organ Symphonies, performed by Joseph Nolan on the
magnificent Cavaillé-Coll organ of L’église de la Madeleine, Paris. 

Bridging the generations from Mendelssohn to Messiaen, Empire to Republic, Widor was born to the organ. His
Lyonnaise kinsfolk were organ-builders, he showed early talent for the instrument, and for decades was the embodiment
of its might and splendour across the Gallic domain - his ‘Organ Symphonies’ were genre-defining in their influence. 

Joseph Nolan is an internationally renowned organist, acclaimed as ‘brilliant and such an astute musician’ (Gramophone
UK). He was appointed to Her Majesty’s Chapels Royal, St James’s Palace in 2004, and has since been invited to
perform and record in some of the world’s premiere venues – including the refurbished Organ of Buckingham Palace
Ballroom (SIGCD114) and the Organ of Saint-Sulpice in Paris (SIGCD167). The Cavaillé-Coll Organ of La Madeleine,
Paris is a similarly renowned instrument, with former chief-organists including Camille Saint-Säens and Gabriel Fauré. 

Reviews for the first disc in this series (SIGCD292):
“Joseph Nolan’s painstaking approach to registration yields a sound which is about as authentic as you could wish. Add
to this his amazingly precise fingerwork, his total mastery of the score and his obvious empathy with this music ... this
has few challengers when it comes to the utter authority of the performances.” Gramophone



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: Delphian
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: DCD34125
Barcode: 801918341250
NORMAL Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Philip Higham [cello]

BRITTEN Suites for solo cello 

Philip Higham 

Britten’s meeting with Rostropovich in 1960 was a watershed, the great Russian cellist becoming the primary collaborator
of his later years, and inspiring a whole series of masterworks. Among them are the three suites for solo cello, written as
a conscious homage to those of Bach (there were originally to have been six). Intriguingly, the Britten scholar Paul Kildea
sees the first as a coda to the War Requiem, the second as a snapshot of a lifetime of musical obsessions, and the third
as reaching back to much earlier works and suffused with primordial Russian melody. 
The young virtuoso Philip Higham brings a youthful vigour and deep intelligence to these seminal masterpieces, resulting
in performances of commanding authority and intensity.
Philip Higham is rapidly emerging as one of the most prominent young cellists from the UK. In 2010 he won 2nd prize in
the Grand Prix Emanuel Feuermann Competition in Berlin, making him the first British cellist in generations to have won
top prizes at three major international competitions, including 1st Prize in the 2008 Bach Leipzig and 2009 Lutoslawski
Competitions. He was selected for representation by Young Classical Artists Trust (YCAT) in 2009.
Born in Edinburgh in 1985, Philip studied cello with Ruth Beauchamp at St Mary's Music School and continued his
studies at the Royal Northern College of Music with Emma Ferrand and Ralph Kirshbaum. He graduated in 2007 with
First class Honours and was immediately selected as an International Artist Diploma student. In 2010 he was one of the
first artists invited to take part in the Royal Philharmonic Society/YCAT Philip Langridge Mentoring Scheme with Steven
Isserlis.
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Ailish Tynan [soprano], 
Susan Bickley [mezzo]
William Dazeley [baritone]
Iain Burnside [piano]

From a city window: Songs by Hubert Parry

Ailish Tynan 
Susan Bickley
William Dazeley 
Iain Burnside

As English song came into full flower at the turn of the 20th century, Parry's substantial contribution to the genre became
somewhat buried. Iain Burnside and his singers rediscover what has been forgotten by historical accident. Combining an
innately English sensibility with a technical fastidiousness that owes much to the lieder of Brahms, Schumann and Wolf,
every one of these songs demonstrates Parry's fundamental concern for sincerity and proper declamation of the words.
Hubert Parry is undergoing something of a revival, and these performances return his songs to the heart of his output,
where the composer always felt they belonged.

Ailish Tynan was a Vilar Young Artist at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, a BBC New Generation Artist and won
the Rosenblatt Recital Prize at the 2003 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World Competion. Susan Bickley is firmly established
as one of the most accomplished mezzo sopranos of her generation. In May 2011 she received the prestigious Singer
Award at the Royal Philharmonic Society Awards, the highest recognition for live classical music in the UK. William
Dazeley won the 1989 Kathleen Ferrier Prize. He has appeared with many of the world's important opera houses and
worked with many leading conductors and orchestras. Iain Burnside is the well-known pianist and broadcaster, with a
reputation forged on his commitment to the song repertoire and his collaborations with leading international singers.
 
Full track listing available on request 
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Ensemble Musica Nova:
Lucien Kandel [conductor]

OCKEGHEM: Missa Prolationum
Alma Redemptoris Mater, Salve Regina
Ensemble Musica Nova

Johannes Ockeghem was an absolute master of counterpoint who, for more than 40 years at the end of the 15th century,
ruled over Franco-Flemish polyphony under three French kings, Charles VII, Louis XI and Charles VIII. His works – which
are still all too rarely performed – continue to fascinate to this day.
 
The Missa prolationum, together with the Missa cuiusvis toni, is a tour de force of writing, reaching levels of complexity that can
impress even the most experienced performers. Although its Latin title would seem to suggest a sacred theme, this work
does not strictly speaking belong to the liturgical domain and is not based on a pre-existing melodic motif, taken from
motet or Gregorian chant.
 
Musica Nova is composed of a loyal core of singers gathered around Lucien Kandel and has already recorded
Ockeghem's 'Missa cuiusvis toni' and a selection of ballads and Motets by Machaut.  Kandel has returned to manuscript
sources to deliver a new edition of the 'Missa Prolationum', together with the 'Salve Regina' and 'Alma Redemptoris Mater',
shedding new light and sparkle on the profound beauty of this jewel of the late Middle Ages.
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Jane Booth [clarinet]
Mhairi Lawson [soprano]
Norbert Meyn [tenor]
William Dazeley [baritone]
Eugene Asti [pianoforte]

Schubert's Lieder: Music & Words Vol. 1

SFZ MUSIC, the independent label for His Majesty's Sgbutts & Cornetts, are pleased to announce their latest release, an
exciting blend of scholarly research and thrilling performances by young musicians.
The starting point for this recording is the 1877 publication Epheublätter (Ivy Leaves), a collection of 15 of Schubert’s
most popular Lieder arranged for clarinet and piano by Carl Baermann (1810-1885).
Jane Booth is an internationally recognised scholar, clarinet virtuoso and Head of Historical Performance at the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama. In this project she explores the relationship between performer and researcher, as well as
that between instrumentalist and singer, by placing her own performances of selections from Baermann’s collection
alongside fresh and exciting performances of Schubert’s Lieder by students and recent graduates of the Guildhall, all
sensitively accompanied by the accomplished Eugene Asti.

Full track listing available on request
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Alberto lo Gatto [double bass]
Emanuela Galli [soprano]
Luca Antoniotti [fortepiano Erard 1871]

BOTTESINI: Belcanto
Arias, romances & fantasias for double bass
Alberto lo Gatto
Emanuela Galli 

Fantasia on 'Norma'; Fantasia on 'La sonnambula', Aria 'Tutto che il mondo (Bellini), Rêverie, Elegia, Tarantella,
Romanza 'Une bouche aimée;' Variazioni su 'Nel cor più non mi sento' (Paisiello)

Giovanni Bottesini (1821-1889) is frequently compared to Paganini, and not without good reason: both were charismatic
musical personalities who captivated the public wherever they appeared, and both revolutionised the playing techniques
of their respective instruments. Bottesini introduced the solo bass strung with only three strings and tuned a whole-tone
higher than usual in order to attain a more brilliant and sustainable sound. This musician, already a legend in his own
time, not only performed as a travelling virtuoso on the stages of the world but also as a celebrated operatic conductor
and composer. It is therefore no wonder that Italian opera also strongly influenced his compositional production.
The double bassist Alberto Lo Gatto recorded his CD with the programmatic title 'Belcanto' with an Italian bass built
during the19th century, played in so-called solo tuning, and his accompanist Luca Antoniotti also plays an historic
instrument, an Érard grand piano built in 1871. They interpret variations and fantasias based on arias of Bellini and
Paisiello in which Bottesini sounds out the entire spectrum of the double bass, from lyrical expressiveness to breakneck
virtuosity.
Moreover, we can also hear the soprano Emanuela Galli, who sings some of the opera themes in their original versions
and interprets the well-known romance 'Une bouche aimée'.
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Evgeni Koroliov [piano]

PROKOFIEV: Piano Sonatas 2,4,7

Evgeni Koroliov

Evgeni Koroliov, born in 1949 in Moscow, although doubtless an outstanding phenomenon in the  international pianists'
scene, still remains an insider tip, albeit one who has long enjoyed cult status. At last his recording of the 2nd, 4th and
7th Piano Sonatas of Sergei Prokofiev from 2002-3, is available again after being something of a collector's item.

The 2nd Sonata, composed in 1912, is characteristic of Prokofiev's formally strict and sonically original personal style. It
is marked by a modern aesthetic; numerous elements take up futuristic ideas of the period that "idolise speed and sing
praises of modern machines", supporting the hypothesis that there is "a beauty of noises" as described in the magazine
Muzika, the voice of the Moscow avant-garde consortium, shortly after this Sonata was composed. 
The 4th Sonata of 1917 has a completely different character, its first movement beginning with restrain and archaic grace
- the oppressive sounds are explained by the dedication to a friend who had recently committed suicide. After many
years abroad, Prokofiev returned to the Soviet Union in the early 1930s with a downright naive optimism. The 7th Sonata
was composed there a decade later, about which Glenn Gould had the following to say: "The first movement not only
contains some of Prokofiev's best music, but is, in open disregard of the Soviet musical maxim of direct accessibility,
perhaps the closest to an atonal harmonic plan he ever applied."
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Misha Dacic [piano]

LISZT: Misha Dacic

Fantasy & Fugue on B-A-C-H 
Les Cloches de Genève (Années de Pèlerinage Book 1: Suisse) 
Grosses Konzertsolo 
Glanes de Woronince - Ballade Ukraine 
Après une lecture du Dante (Années de pèlerinage Book 2: Italie) 
(includes segments of Liszt’s 1st, 2nd, and 3rd versions) 
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 9 'Le Carnaval de Pesth' 
La Lugubre Gondola No.1 

Misha Dacic's concerts at the Miami Piano Festival in recent years made a sensational impact (check him out on
Youtube). They show that appearances do not deceive: he looks like and actually is a wizard: a true artist, with limitless
technique and the ability to conjure up myriad tonal effects from the piano, to turn that “miserable instrument”
(Beethoven) into an orchestra of the most amazing timbres and sonorities.
Dacic’s affinity with Liszt shows in the selection of pieces on this new CD, presenting facets of the multi-faced genius,
centred around three masterpieces, the epic B-A-C-H Variations, the seldom heard “Grosses Konzertsolo” and the
infernal Dante Sonata, in which Dacic incorporates elements from all three versions Liszt made - prepare for some
surprises!). As a suitable conclusion to an adventurous and tumultuous artistic life he ends with the late piece 'La
Lugubre Gondola'.
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Sergio Fiorentino [piano]

SERGIO FIORENTINO The Complete Liszt Recordings
Fiorentino Edition II

“One of the mysteries of the piano world…desert island discs, a farewell to the world” Piano News

“An unforgettably glowing and beatific instalment” Gramophone

“Pure magic…hypnotising---noblesse…” 5 star in Diapason
PCLM0033 Volume 1 of the Fiorentino Edition

Piano Classics is proud and happy to present the second volume dedicated to this Italian artist - “The only other pianist”,
according to Michelangeli - in a complete survey of his Liszt recordings, some dating back to the late 1950s, featuring the
complete first book of 'Années de pèlerinage' (Suisse), a fine selection of Hungarian Rhapsodies, a disc of late piano
pieces, both piano concertos and an assortment of studies and character pieces, rounded off by a magnificent reading of
the B minor Sonata.
Recordings made between 1958 and 1997, from original tapes and transfers from original LPs.

CD1: Années de pèlerinage, première année: Suisse (Switzerland), Venezia e Napoli
CD2: Paganini Study No. 2 in E flat, Gnomenreigen, Hungarian Rhapsodies Nos. 2,6,7,10,11,13, Grand Galop
Chromatique, Ab Irato, Grande Fantaisie de bravoure sur la Clochette de Paganini
CD3: Late pieces
CD4: Mephisto Waltz No. 1, Fünf ungarische Volkslieder, Sposalizio, Piano Concertos Nos. 1 & 2, Weber Polonaise
brillante
CD5: Liebestraum No. 3, La Campanella, Vision, Hungarian Rhapsodies Nos. 8, 12, 15, Ballades 1 & 2, Funérailles,
Mephisto Waltz No. 1
CD6: Ballades 1 & 2, Funérailles, La Leggierezza, Waldesrauschen, Sonata in B minor
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Les Flamboyants, Michael Form

ISAAC: Ein Frölich Wesen
Secular & textless Music
Les Flamboyants, Michael Form

Palle palle, Tart ara, J’ay pris amours, La Spagna, Et je boi d’autant, In meinem Sinn, De tous biens playne, Et qui lui
dira, Mon père m’a donné mari, En vrölic wessen, Ain frelich Wesen, Le serviteur hault guerdonné, Le serviteur, Tristitia
vestra – et al

Henricus Isaac was one of the most famous and most highly regarded  composers of his time; his music was so popular
that it was still being printed in 1555, 38 years after his death, by Hieronymus Formschneyder in Nuremberg. Thanks
mainly to the efforts of Guido Adler, the young field of musicology at the beginning of the 20th century applied itself to
making a case for Isaac. Prompted by Adler, Anton  Webern wrote his dissertation at Vienna University on the second
part of Isaac's Choralis Constantinus in 1909. It is no great surprise that general interest focused on Isaac's monumental
oeuvre of sacred music—no other composer of the Renaissance wrote a greater number of mass cycles. His secular
songs could not but appear pale in comparison despite the fact that precisely some of these songs, such as Innsbruck,
ich muss dich lassen ("Innsbruck, I must part from thee") were held in unparalleled regard. Unfortunately, Isaac's music
became increasingly marginalised in the course of the second half of the twentieth century and is currently—and
unduly—neglected, as reflected by the lack of a complete edition of his work. Aside from some performing editions and
anthologies, his secular works in particular are only available in an edition by Johannes Wolf (Vienna, 1907), which is in
dire need of a revision.
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Franz Vitzthum [countertenor]
Miriam Feuersinger [soprano]
Capricornus Consort Basel
Peter Barczi [direction]

ERLEBACH; Süße Freundschaft, edles Band
Overtures Nos. 2 & 4, Sonata Terza, Arias & Duet: Süße Freundschaft, edles Band
Capricornus Consort Basel

Philipp Heinrich Erlebach (1657-1714) is one of those composers who was forgotten by history. Originally from East
Frisia, he arrived at the court of Rudolstadt in Thuringia at the age of 24 to serve as music director, remaining there for
the rest of his life: the lustre of the court faded and the collection of over 2500 works by himself and others, amassed by
Erlebach during the course of his life, was destroyed by fire. Thus this once significant composer 'from the Province'
faded from memory.
Only a few works by Erlebach have survived, but these give an indication of what artistic treasures have most likely been
lost. With the present CD, the Capricornus Consort Basel is making a first attempt to introduce a representative
cross-section of those works of Erlebach that are still within grasp. They are strongly influenced by the French style, as is
particularly evident in the two grand Overtures which bear the mark of Lully. As a contrast, the Ensemble performs two
secular arias sung by countertenor Franz Vitzthum and soprano Miriam Feuersinger. In the concluding duet, the two
voices attain such a fantastic harmony that one can hardly distinguish precisely which of them is singing.
 
2 world premieres 
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Quatuor Ysaÿe:
Guillaume Sutre Luc-Marie Aguera [violins]
Miguel da Silva [viola]
Yovan Markovitch [cello]

BEETHOVEN: String Quartets Op. 18 No. 3, Op. 74, Op. 135

Quatuor Ysaÿe

On Thursday, November 1st, 2012, after performing the entire corpus of Beethoven's String Quartets at the Pays de
Fayence String Quartet Festival in the South of France, the Ysaÿe Quartet announced that it was bringing its thirty-year
career to an end in January 2014.
The fourteen months ahead are to be devoted a major series of concerts, with a special emphasis on the music of
Beethoven.
Founded in 1984 by a group of students at the Paris Conservatoire, the Quartet took its name from Eugène Ysaÿe
(1858-1931), a violinist, chamber musician and composer whose influence is still felt today.
From the start and more especially after winning First Prize at the prestigious Evian String Quartet Competition in 1988,
the Ysaÿe Quartet has stood at the pinnacle of the international chamber music scene, on a par with such legendary
formations as the LaSalle and Amadeus Quartets that provided an inspiration for its work. It has brought an
open-minded, committed and unfussy approach, characteristic of great playing, to a wide range of repertoires, from
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven to contemporary composers, who have often written specially for it. At the same time,
teaching commitments have long been a central part of the Quartet's activities. In 1993, Miguel da Silva persuaded his
colleagues to join him in setting up a specific String Quartet course at the Paris National Conservatoire (now the Paris
Regional Conservatoire). This was a national first. Ysaÿe's students, both French (Psophos, Ebène, Modigliani, Voce,
Hermès, Girard, Zaïde and Varèse) and international (Aviv of Israel, Incanto of Switzerland, Difference of Latvia) have
won major awards around the world.
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Quatuor Ysaÿe:
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Isabel Charisius [viola]
Valentin Erben [cello]

BRAHMS: String Quartet 
SCHOENBERG: Verklärte Nacht
Quatuor Ysaÿe

On Thursday, November 1st, 2012, after performing the entire corpus of Beethoven's String Quartets at the Pays de
Fayence String Quartet Festival in the South of France, the Ysaÿe Quartet announced that it was bringing its 30-year
career to an end in January 2014. The 14 months ahead are to be devoted a major series of concerts, with a special
emphasis on the music of Beethoven.
Founded in 1984 by a group of students at the Paris Conservatoire, the Quartet took its name from Eugène Ysaÿe
(1858-1931), a violinist, chamber musician and composer whose influence is still felt today. From the start and more
especially after winning First Prize at the prestigious Evian String Quartet Competition in 1988, the Ysaÿe Quartet has
stood at the pinnacle of the international chamber music scene, on a par with such legendary formations as the LaSalle
and Amadeus Quartets that provided an inspiration for its work. It has brought an open-minded, committed and unfussy
approach, characteristic of great playing, to a wide range of repertoires, from Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven to
contemporary composers, who have often written specially for it, such as Boucourechliev, Dusapin, Tanguy, Krawczyk,
Escaich, Fraisse or Cerha. At the same time, teaching commitments have long been a central part of the Quartet's
activities. In 1993, Miguel da Silva persuaded his colleagues to join him in setting up a specific String Quartet course at
the Paris National Conservatoire (now the Paris Regional Conservatoire). This was a national first. Ysaÿe's students,
both French (Psophos, Ebène, Modigliani, Voce, Hermès, Girard, Zaïde and Varèse) and international (Aviv of Israel,
Incanto of Switzerland, Difference of Latvia) have won major awards around the world.
Today, alongside alto player and founder member, Miguel da Silva, Ysaÿe consists of violinists Guillaume Sutre and
Luc-Marie Aguera and cello player Yovan Markovitch.
The Ysaÿe Quartet's recordings have won innumerable French and international awards.
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Swiss Piano Trio: 
Angela Golubeva [violin]
Sébastien Singer [cello]
Martin Lucas Staub [piano]

Robert & Clara SCHUMANN: Piano Trios
Clara Schumann: Piano Trio in G minor, Op. 17
Robert Schumann: Fantasiestücke Op. 88, Piano Trio No. 3 in G minor Op. 110
Swiss Piano Trio

Following the highly acclaimed SACD of Robert Schumann’s first two Piano Trios, Opp. 63 and 80, Audite now release a
new disc with the Swiss Piano Trio, comprising Schumann’s Fantasiestücke, the third Piano Trio, alongside Clara
Schumann’s only Piano Trio Op. 17, which has been unjustly overshadowed by her husband’s works.
Juxtaposing these works reveals the differences, but principally the similarities, of the musical idioms of Mr and Mrs
Schumann. Clara’s trio, composed in 1846, is an outstanding romantic work able to hold its own in the company of her
husband’s or Mendelssohn’s trios. Whilst her work achieved public success but fell victim to the composer’s harsh
self-criticism, the reverse was true of Schumann’s final trio, written in Düsseldorf in 1851. The unjustified verdict that this
work no longer possessed the originality and mental power of Schumann’s earlier works but already revealed the
composer’s looming illness, was responsible for this masterpiece of chamber music literature remaining unrecognised for
a long period of time.

ALSO AVAILABLE: AUDITE92654 Robert Schumann Piano Trios Nos. 1 & 2
“High among the qualities of these excellent performances is the ability to make the most of the brilliance of the writing
without losing a grip on the lyrical, and indeed the highly personal, inward nature of the music.”
John Warrack, International Record Review, July/August 2011
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Christina & Michelle Naughton

Piano Duets

Christina & Michelle Naughton

MENDELSSOHN Allegro brillant A-Dur op. 92 für Klavier zu 4 Händen 
BRAHMS Variationen über ein Thema von Joseph Haydn op. 56b für 2 Klaviere 
MOZART Sonate D-Dur KV 448 für 2 Klaviere 
SCHUBERT Allegro a-Moll D 947 für Klavier zu 4 Händen Lebensstürme 
DE FALLA Danza española No. 1 für Klavier zu 4 Händen aus “La vida breve” 
RAVEL La Valse – Fassung für 2 Klaviere 
LUTOSLAWSKI Variationen über ein Thema von Paganini für 2 Klaviere 

Since their début as a piano duo in 2008, the twins Christina and Michelle Naughton have proved little short of
sensational in concert halls all round the world. They both studied at the prestigious Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia as well as with a number of distinguished teachers, including Claude Frank, Gary Graffman and Seymour
Lipkin, granting them an insight into the most disparate musical styles that goes far beyond a mere sovereign command
of their instrument. This stylistic and technical mastery is abundantly clear from their début album on the ORFEO label, in
which the Naughton sisters demonstrate supreme flexibility in affording listeners a varied glimpse of the repertory for
piano four hands and two pianos. Their programme spans almost two centuries in the history of music, extending, as it
does, from Mozart’s D major Sonata K 448 to Lutoslawski’s 'Variations on a Theme by Paganini' – a theme taken up and
explored by many other composers. The Naughton sisters invest this work with a joviality that effortlessly communicates
itself to the listener. Indeed, the 20th- and 21st-century repertory in general is one of their central, self-evident concerns.
Brahms’s Haydn Variations is another well-known work that belongs to the same genre, its climaxes demanding a tonal
splendour that seems positively orchestral in character and that the Naughton sisters can produce when necessary. By
contrast, their performances of Mendelssohn’s Allegro brillant and Schubert’s A minor Allegro (“Lebensstürme”) are
distinguished by cantabile playing of simple beauty and by scales and chords which dynamically and agogically are
subtly attuned to each other’s instrumentalism. Two 20th-century classics prove infectiously exciting with their vivid
dotted rhythms: the First Spanish Dance from Falla’s 'La vida breve' and Ravel’s 'La valse' in the version for two pianos
prepared by the composer himself. Listeners who enjoy this recording, which was made in the broadcasting studio of
Radio Bremen, can look forward to Christina and Michelle Naughton’s forthcoming recitals at the start of the 2012/13
season, including appearances at the Herkulessaal in Munich and the Philharmonie in Berlin.
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Gré Brouwenstijn [soprano]
Ira Malaniuk [alto]
Wolfgang Windgassen [tenor]
Ludwig Weber [bass]
Chor und Orchester der Bayreuther Festspiele
Wilhelm Furtwängler

BEETHOVEN: Symphony no.9, 1954, Bayreuth

Chor und Orchester der Bayreuther Festspiele
Wilhelm Furtwängler

Beethoven’s 9th Symphony remains to this day the only work that does not belong to the Bayreuth canon or the 'Wagner
Ten', so to speak – and yet has nevertheless been performed on the Green Hill along with them. Both within and without
the Bayreuth walls, the performance history of this symphony is associated with no conductor more than with Wilhelm
Furtwängler. The opening performance of the first post-War Bayreuth Festival in 1951 was of Beethoven’s Ninth under
Furtwängler, and there already exists an ORFEO release based on the original radio broadcast. Several technical
hurdles had to be overcome before the performance of 1954 could also be released on CD, however, for none of the
accessible sources could be prepared satisfactorily without employing the most modern mastering possibilities. The
result is undoubtedly a vital document: both for those interested in the history of the Bayreuth Festival and for those who
are enthused by the concurrent continuity and constant change that is a hallmark of Wilhelm Furtwängler’s style of
interpretation. This Ninth would be his farewell to Bayreuth and was in fact one of his very last concerts anywhere, for it
took place just three months before his death. Its interpretation is more direct and less ceremonial than in earlier
recordings under this great conductor. In the last bars of this symphony’s famous choral finale he achieves a climax not
just through his scorching pace, but also through a well-nigh breathless intensification of the musical content. The
Bayreuth Festival Chorus and Orchestra and the solo quartet (led by the Dutch soprano Gré Brouwenstijn, here in
magnificent voice) follow the maestro’s beat even here with an unmistakeable sense of tension and the utmost,
unrelenting attention. It is surely herein that lies the secret of the fascination that Furtwängler exudes even now. As
perhaps no other conductor he always understood how to avoid the routine in works that he conducted so many times.
Instead he was time and again able to summon up and maintain an awareness of them as something extraordinary and
unique: for himself, his fellow musicians and his listeners.  
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WAGNER: Siegfried

Hans Hopf [Siegfried]
Paul Kuen [Mime]
George London [Wanderer]
Gottlob Frick [Fafner]
Jean Madeira [Erda]
Birgit Nilsson [Brünnhilde]
Martina Arroyo [woodbird]

Orchestra & Chorus of the Metropolitan Opera House, New York
Erich Leinsdorf
13th January 1962, Live recording 

Legendary recording with George London as Wanderer
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Svjatoslav Richter [piano]

BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonatas
Sonata No. 27 Op.90, No. 28 Op. 101, No. 29 Op. 106 'Hammerklavier'
Svjatoslav Richter

A legendary 'Hammerklavier' from the genius of Richter; who reduced the audience to holding their collective breath, to
avoid missing the last largo evolving into an irresistible allegro risoluto. 

Live recordings: June 2 1965 [No. 27]; May 18 1986 [No. 28]; June 1975 [Hammerklavier] reissued from PR254022
authorised by Richter in 1996

ALSO AVAILABLE:
DSD350061 Beethoven Sonata No. 31, Diabelli Variations
"Richter rarely played the Diabelli. More’s the pity. But at least we have this wonderful performance, recorded live in
Prague in 1986 — one of the most complete and exhilaratingly dramatic accounts of this supreme work that I have ever
heard. In Richter’s hands, the old Petrof piano is both a singing and a percussion instrument. In the ninth, C minor
variation, for instance, he gives the curmudgeonly grace notes unusually full value, bringing out the music’s quirky
pedantry, then suddenly creates sublimity in the legato phrase in D flat major. No colour in Beethoven’s kaleidoscopic
invention, no fleeting harmonic change, is missed. Outstanding." David Cairns, The Sunday Times – 7 October 2012
<b>SUNDAY TIMES BEST REISSUES OF 2012</b> 

DSD350066 Beethoven Sonatas 23, 17, 18
DSD350056 Rachmaninov Concertos/Sanderling
DSD350058 Grieg, Dvorak Concertos
DSD350063 Schubert Sonatas D664, 960
DSD350062 Chopin Balldes, Nocturnes, Etudes
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Svjatoslav Richter [piano]

SCHUBERT: Piano Sonatas II
No.16 in A minor, Op.42 D845 & No.17 in D, op.53 D850
Svjatoslav Richter

A juxtaposition of the first and second Grande Sonates for pianoforte of 1825, one a melancholic, intimate effusion that
does not  smile;  the other, brimming with frothy joy close to a stylised Tyrolienne, then a refined Ländler whose
emotional invention heralds Bruckner, followed by a moderato as light as it is timeless in its innocent, inalterable gaiety. A
portrait such as only Richter the painter knew how to compose.

June 14, 1956 (D 850), consists of previously released material
by PRAGA PR254 031 (P) 1994, CDM 78726/7 (P) 1993 agreed by Svjatoslav Richter in Paris in 1993
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Svjatoslav Richter [piano]
Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra
Yevgeny Mravinsky [conductor]

TCHAIKOVSKY: Piano Concerto No. 1 in B flat minor, Op.23
Symphony No. 6 'Pathétique' in B minor, Op.74
Svjatoslav Richter
Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra
Yevgeny Mravinsky

An unusual pairing of Tchaikovsky’s two most popular scores by two uncontested Russian masters: the resurrection of
one Richter’s rare encounters with the most Russian conductor of the 20th century, Yevgeny Mravinsky. 
An indispensable account from Praga's recorded legacy over the last 20 years. 

Recorded Leningrad July 24, 1958
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Vienna Philharmonic,
Pierre Monteux[conductor]

Eleonor Steber [soprano]
New York Philharmonic
Dimitri Mitropoulos [conductor]

BERLIOZ: Symphonie Fantastique Op. 14
Nuits d'été Op. 7 [II-VI]
Vienna Philharmonic
Pierre Monteux 
Eleanor Steber
New York Philharmonic
Dimitri Mitropoulos

In 1831 Berlioz extended modern orchestral art with this 'Symphonie Fantastique' which served as a programme model
for Mahler and Wagner and later for Debussy's 'La Mer'. Of the 118 recordings since 1930 the models which inspire most
are still those of Pierre Monteux and Charles Munch (pace Jean Roy). 
The American soprano Eleonor Steber recorded 'Nuits d'été' in 1953 with the blazing support of Mitropoulos and the New
York Philharmonic, the most possessed and convincing version of this masterpiece ever played.

1953 Columbia US [Op. 7], October 1958 [Op. 14]
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Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov [conductor]

DVORAK: Symphony No. 9 'New World'

Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov

It has often been said that the Symphony 'From the New World' is a hymn to America and its wide open spaces. This is
doubtless true, but the Ninth Symphony of this Slavonic genius is a dramatic work that seeks new worlds of sound.
Written in New York at the end of the Romantic century by a composer at the height of his glory, this musical epic is the
orchestral testament of Dvorak, an uprooted figure yearning for his Bohemia.
Recorded at the St Petersburg Philharmonia March 2011, this recording marks the start of a new collaboration between
Mirare and the St Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra in St Petersburg itself. The new collection built around Yuri
Temirkanov and his orchestra will all be recorded in the same concert hall, the Philharmonie of St Petersburg; the same
concert hall where Tchaikovsky conducted the same orchestra. Future recordings will include Rachmaninov Symphony
No. 2, Shostakovich Symphonies 1 & 10 and Tchaikovsky.
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Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov [conductor]

SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 5, Op. 47

Saint Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra
Yuri Temirkanov

On this CD Yuri Temirkanov performs the Fifth Symphony with the orchestra that premiered it in 1937. It marked a
decisive turning point in the career of a brilliant composer of operas (The Nose, Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District)
who was now condemned to silence.
The work resolved the dilemma of the symphonist who seeks to be at once innovative and accessible, and thus became,
far beyond the borders of the Soviet Union, one of the 20th-century symphonies most frequently performed in the world.
Recorded at the St Petersburg Philarmonia March 2012.
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The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Kurt Masur [conductor]
Sharon Rostrof-Zamir [soprano]

BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 7 Op. 92
Incidental Music to Egmont Op. 84
The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Kurt Masur

Beethoven's complete incidental music to 'Egmont' is rarely recorded, as opposed to merely the Overture.  At this series
of concerts it was performed together with the sublime 7th Symphony in an interpretation by one of the great Beethoven
conductors of our time.
This CD commeorates Kurt Masur's 85th birthday, recorded live at the Smolarz Auditorium, Tel Aviv University.  
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Helga Pilarczyk [soprano]
Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie
Hermann Scherchen [conductor]

SCHOENBERG: Erwartung, monodram Op. 17

Helga Pilarczyk
Hermann Scherchen

Helga Pilarczyk appeared with Scherchen, a fervent champion of 'Erwartung', throughout the 1950s, and she also
recorded the work for Robert Craft [CBS] and Vaclav Neumann [Praga Archives 250082]. This, however, from 1960, is
the one to have: it finds the big voluptuous voice radiant, secure and in almost effortless form for the first time since LP
record. This truly is 'Die Frau' as Isolde's nervous breakdown. Superb support from Scherchen; somewhat quirky, if
well-documented presentation from Wergo in their anniversary year. Excellent sound.

Under the title of “studio reihe neuer musik”, WERGO released outstanding recordings in the 1960s, thus creating a
trademark of advanced contemporary music in the label's early days. On the occasion of its 50th anniversary, WERGO
now releases these highlights of 20th-century music history in an excellent sound quality in DSD for the first time.
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Gérard Frémy [piano]
Luc Ferrari

Luc FERRARI: Und so weiter
Und so weiter pour piano électrique et bande magnétique (1965–1966)
Music Promenade, mixage originale (1964–1969) 
Gérard Frémy
Luc Ferrari

In 'Und so weiter' the piano and tape sounds become interwoven in a complex dialogue. ' Music Promenade', created in
two periods: the period of recording from 1964 to 1967 and the period of mixing and editing from 1966 to 1969 –
describes a magnetophonic memory trip through several years in which Ferrari recorded everything that attracted his
attention.

Luc Ferrari first obtained a thorough, traditional technique in composition. He took piano lessons with Alfred Cortot,
composition lessons with Arthur Honegger and musical analysis with Olivier Messiaen. However, he proceeded to
become interested in the recording process to such a degree that he began to make tape pieces using altered ambient
sounds and later incorporated electronics into his work in an effective and original manner.
In 1954, his life altered radically when he boarded a ship and traveled to New York to meet Edgard Varèse, after having
been impressed by live radio broadcast of his Déserts for tape and orchestra. From Varèse, Ferrari learned to treat
sound as a thing in and of itself; also to place sound objects in the right time and space, from both an audio and
psychological point of view. 
Beyond his work involving technology, Ferrari composed a large body of instrumental music, ranging from very early
piano solos to works for large orchestra, such as 'Histoire du plaisir et de la désolation' (1979-81), a towering 35-minute
work in three movements which won the International Koussevitsky Prize for recordings when it was released in 1990.
Also among his important credits are a series of invaluable television films which he made about the rehearsal processes
of Varése, Messiaen, Stockhausen and others.
Luc Ferrari died of pneumonia in Arezzo, Italy, in August 2005.



RELEASE DATE
14TH JANUARY 2013

Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: DR2156
Barcode: 822186021569
4 for 1
Format: 4 DVD
Packaging: digipack
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France
Ton Koopman, 
Paul McCreesh, 
Pablo Heras-Casado

Jean-François Zygel: The Key to the Orchestra
HAYDN Symphony No. 103, MOZART Symphony No. 40, 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 6 'Pastoral', SCHUBERT 'Unfinished'

Jean-François Zygel is a renowned personaly in the French musical field. His unique talent for transmitting his passion
and knowledge of classical music through several series - Leçons de Musique, Clefs de l’Orchestre, Boîte à Musique -
mean that Naïve has sold more than 300,000 units of his projects over the past 8 years. 
In the 'Clefs de l’orchestre' series, Jean-François Zygel explains the greatest symphonic masterpieces with the Orchestre
Philharmonique de Radio France and guest conductors such as Ton Koopman, Paul McCreesh, Kazuchi Ono,
Myung-Whun Chung, Pablo Heras-Casado.
This boxed set gathers the programmes dedicated to 4 symphonies from the Classical and early Romantic eras. 
NB available only in PAL format and French language with no subtitles.
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