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Isabelle Faust [violin]

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISED IN GRAMOPHONE, BBC & IRR 

J.S.BACH: Sonatas & Partitas BWV 1001-1003
Isabelle Faust

Isabelle Faust hit the Classical charts earlier this year with her mesmerising recording of Beethoven and Berg with
Claudio Abbado. She followed up with some welcome live appearances here in the UK, which included the Brahms'
concerto at the Barbican with frequent collaborators Jiri Belohlavek and the BBCSO. 
Isabelle's recordings have won prizes since her harmonia mundi debut in 1997 which earned her a Gramophone Young
Artist Award. In 2010 her Beethoven Violin Sonatas with Alexander Melnikov also won. The afore-mentioned
Beethoven-Berg has been awarded Gramophone Recording of the Month, Daily Telegraph Classical CD of the Week,
Times CD of the Week, Classic FM Disc of the Week, Sunday Times CD of the Week, BBC Music Magazine Recording
of the Month and CD Review Disc of the Week.
Now she returns to J.S. Bach for a second volume of what Andrew McGregor described in such glowing terms: "there’s
some of the best-judged ornamentation I’ve heard in repeated passages. The recording is utterly self-effacing, in just the
right way, and my only complaint is that the job’s half done...I’m impatient for the rest! Harmonia Mundi is the label, it’s
released this coming Monday, and the notes are excellent as well." CD Review, BBC Radio 3, 27 March 2010
Isabelle is shortlisted for the Gramophone Best Artist Award 2012. Her next concert in the UK is at the Wigmore Hall,  
October 29 with Alexander Melnikov and Jean-Guihen Queyras. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: HMC902059 Bach - Sonatas and Partitas Vol. 1  
Gramophone Editor’s Choice

"Faust is fast making her name as the Bach violinist of our time. Outstanding." Andrew Clark, Financial Times, 20/21
March 2010

"Faust’s playing has elements of Mullova’s power, Ibragimova’s intimacy, Fischer’s bravura, and Podger’s delight in
Bach’s dances, and the recording is a peach, perfectly framing her musicianship. There’s only one thing wrong with it:
there are only three of the six suites here, the D minor and E major Partitas and the C major Sonata, and I’m impatient
for volume two." Andrew McGregor, CD Review Disc of the Week, BBC Music, 24 June 2010
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Jeník – Tomás Juhás
Marenka – Dana Buresová
Kecal – Jozsef Benci
Krusina – Svotapluk Sem
Ludmilla – Stanislava Jirku
Vasek – Ales Vorácek
Ringmaster – Jaroslav Brezina
Esmeralda – Katerina Knezíková
Indian – Ondrej Mráz
Háta – Lucie Hilscherová
Micha – Gustáv Belácek
First Child – Maxim Dusek
Second Child – Babette Rust

SMETANA: The Bartered Bride
Comic Opera in three acts to a libretto by Karel Sabina [sung in Czech]
Dana Buresová
BBC Singers
BBC Symphony Orchestra
Jirí Belohlávek

"Smetana's great comedy about the marriage market is hard to beat if done properly. The score's inventiveness never
ceases to astonish, but it is also remarkably easy to misjudge its tone. Underplay its dark implications, and the opera can
seem flippant. Overdo its sombre side, however, and things feel incongruous and strained. It was consequently a treat to
hear a performance that got the tricky balance absolutely right.
That it did so was largely due to its authenticity. The BBC Symphony Orchestra and BBC Singers were conducted by Jirí
Belohlávek, and the soloists, down to the bit parts, were all Czech or Slovak – singers who, quite simply, have the work
in their systems in ways western European performers rarely do.
...Dana Buresová's tremendous Marenka, all blazing tone and fiery top notes, and a truly great Vašek from Ales Vorácek,
wide-eyed and infinitely touching, the stammer beautifully done, without exaggeration or caricature. Few conduct
Smetana as well as Belohlávek, meanwhile, and his understanding of the score's dexterity and wit, as well as those
poignant shafts of sadness, was exceptional." Tim Ashley, The Guardian, live review, Barbican Hall, Friday, May 20,
2011 

"Although it has enjoyed frequent revival on UK stages over recent years, “The Bartered Bride” seems always to have
been given in English translation, so making this concert performance conducted by Jirí Belohlávek – the latest in a
series which has seen welcome revivals of operas from Janácek and Martinu – the more worthwhile.
...With an all-Czech cast, moreover, there was no doubt as to the idiomatic quality of the singing... Belohlávek directed a
vivid and yet perceptive account of a score with which his familiarity did not for a moment risk complacency...the
commitment of the BBC Symphony Orchestra was never in doubt...“The Bartered Bride” seems certain to hold the stage
for a long while yet, a performance such as this only reaffirmed its standing as a masterpiece of Romantic Opera."
classicalsource.com, reviewed by Richard Whitehouse
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Choir of Clare College, Cambridge
The Dmitri Ensemble
Tanya Houghton [harp]
Graham Ross [director]

Imogen HOLST: Choral Works
Mass in A minor (1927);
A Hymne to Christ (1940); 3 Psalms (1943);
Welcome Joy & Welcome Sorrow* (1950).
BRITTEN, orch. HOLST: Rejoice in the Lamb (1952)
Choir of Clare College, Cambridge

Imogen Holst (1907-1984), the daughter of Gustav Holst, has long deserved recognition for her significant body of
compositions, written throughout her life. After working as Benjamin Britten’s amanuensis (1952-1964), she returned to
her own composing. 
Graham Ross conducts the Choir of Clare College, Cambridge and the instrumentalists of The Dmitri Ensemble in these
world première recordings of a selection of Holst’s choral works ranging from 1927 to 1972, three of which have not been
heard since their first performance, together with the first recording of her imaginative and skillful orchestration of
Benjamin Britten’s Festival Cantata 'Rejoice in the Lamb', made at Britten’s own request. 

Since the founding of a mixed voice choir in 1971, the Choir of Clare College has gained an international reputation as
one of the leading university choral groups in the world.  In 2000 it became the first Oxbridge mixed voice choir to
perform at the BBC Proms, singing Bach’s 'St John Passion'. The choir has collaborated with the Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment in performances of Handel’s 'Jephtha' under the direction of René Jacobs, with the London Philharmonic
Orchestra in Elgar’s 'The Dream of Gerontius' under Edward Gardner, and with the Israel Camerata in Bach’s
Weihnachtsoratorium.  Other collaborations have included the Academy of Ancient Music, Freiburg Baroque Orchestra,
Manchester Camerata and the Schubert Ensemble.  
In addition to live performances, the choir has produced an impressive catalogue of recordings. Recent releases include
Sacred Choral Music, a recording of music by Vaughan Williams, which was hailed as ‘exceptional’ by BBC Music
Magazine and acclaimed for its ‘sweeping energy and rich detail’ by Classic FM.
Since its founding in 2004, The Dmitri Ensemble has championed many new and lesser-familiar works both in concert
performance and with an increasingly diverse discography.  Based around the central core of a string ensemble, the
Ensemble has made acclaimed recordings of works by James MacMillan (5-star reviews from Gramophone and BBC
Music Magazine, both Editor’s Choice), Giles Swayne (double 5-star review from BBC Music Magazine) and Judith
Bingham, and a recording of previously unrecorded works by Vaughan Williams in collaboration with the Choir of Clare
College, Cambridge.  This recording of works by Imogen Holst marks the Ensemble’s first recording on the harmonia
mundi label.
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Arcanto Quartet
Olivier Marron [2nd cello]

SCHUBERT: String Quintet Op.163
Arcanto Quartet

The process of creating a quintet by adding a cello to the standard string quartet is always an act of some significance,
whether the composer is Boccherini, Onslow, or Schubert. This is particularly true of Schubert's Quintet op. posth. 163,
for to the specific characteristics of an instrumental medium subtly weighted towards the bass it adds such mastery of
form, so evident an orchestral element, such an overwhelming metaphysical dimension that it is now recognised as one
of the supreme peaks of chamber music.
After trying out several different chamber combinations, Antje Weithaas, Daniel Sepec, Tabea Zimmermann and
Jean-Guihen Queyras founded the Arcanto Quartet in 2002. The four musicians, who in addition to their musical affinities
also share a close personal friendship, attracted the attention of the musical world right from their first concert in Stuttgart
in 2004. Since then the quartet has performed at all the leading concert halls, including the Wigmore Hall in London. The
group regularly plays quintet repertoire with the pianist Silke Avenhaus and the cellist Olivier Marron.
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Javier Perianes [piano]

 

CONCERT: Hoddinott Hall, Cardiff, 11th September [de Falla] 

BEETHOVEN: Moto perpetuo
Piano Sonatas opp.26, 31, 54, 90
Javier Perianes

If the device known as moto perpetuo has travelled all through the history of music, from Franco-Flemish polyphony
down to the American minimalists, it is probably because it encourages us to question our relationship with the infinite.
More than a century before the constructivist movement, when he explored this eminently mechanistic form, Beethoven
already took that process of questioning to the brink of existential vertigo! His works form the basis of the enthralling
programme presented here by Javier Perianes.

Perianes' most recent release of De Falla was a Gramophone Choice:
HMC902099 De Falla Noches en los jardines de España; piano works
Javier Perianes (piano), BBC Symphony Orchestra / Josep Pons 

Sunday Times Classical CD of the Week
Gramophone Choice

“This is a disc to lift the spirits.  Whether the music is sultry, strenuous or sunny, Javier Perianes plays with an infallible
ear for style, atmosphere and colour…in the Nights in the Gardens of Spain the BBC Symphony Orchestra joins Perianes
for a performance of panache and captivating flair and freshness.” Geoffrey Norris, Gramophone Choice, January 2012
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Rosemary Joshua [soprano]
Sarah Connolly [mezzo-soprano]
Robert Murray [tenor]
Simon Keenlyside [bass]
Wroclaw Philharmonic Choir 
Gabrieli Young Singers' Scheme 
Gabrieli Consort & Players
Paul McCreesh

MENDELSSOHN: Elijah, 1846
Rosemary Joshua 
Sarah Connolly
Robert Murray 
Simon Keenlyside 
Gabrieli Consort & Players
Paul McCreesh 

At the time of its first performances in 1846, Elijah was hailed as one of the great oratorios alongside Handel’s 'Messiah'.
It tells the story of the prophet with imposing grandeur, inspirational orchestration and beautiful arias, recitatives and
choruses. This mighty piece requires even mightier orchestral and choral forces and the Gabrieli singers are reinforced
by the talented Gabrieli Young Singers’ Scheme and the Wroclaw Philharmonic Choir. This recording sees over 440
musicians taking part, including 92 string players and over 300 singers.

This new recording was made following an acclaimed performance at the 2011 BBC Proms, and follows in the footsteps
of the Gabrieli's other large-scale projects with Signum, such as the BBC Music Magazine award-winning Berlioz 'Grande
messe des mortes' (SIGCD280) and their recent 'New Venetian Coronation' (SIGCD287). 

"…a microclimate of such unstable energy that it could easily have registered on the Beaufort Scale. Prototype movie.
Tropical hurricane. Last night's Elijah was both." The Arts Desk, Concert review 
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Kristine Opolais [Angelica]
Lioba Braun [Princess]
Nadezhda Serdyuk [Sister Monitor]
Mojca Erdmann [Sister Genovieffa]
WDR SO Köln
Andris Nelsons

PUCCINI: Suor Angelica
Kristine Opolais
Mojca Erdmann
Andris Nelsons

Puccini’s 'Suor Angelica' used to be seen as one of the composer’s ‘problem children’. As the central work of 'Il Trittico', it
is sandwiched between two dramatically more effective pieces: a tale of life in a convent and of the suicide of a mother
robbed of her child, it simply could not hold its own against its sister works at their world première in New York. Various
cuts sanctioned by Puccini testify to his concessions to the conventions of the opera business. Uncut, 'Suor Angelica'
lasts just about an hour, and one often hears it in the concert hall today. With its restrained melancholy and mystical
ambience, a concert performance does not diminish the impact of the title heroine and her moving fate. On the contrary,
when Kristine Opolais sings Angelica – one of our most exciting young Puccini sopranos (fêted at Covent Garden in
Madama Butterfly and in this role) – even a concert hall audience is moved to tears, as we can read in the reviews of her
concert performances with the WDR Symphony Orchestra Köln conducted by her husband, Andris Nelsons. 
Kristine Opolais’s uniquely shaded timbre, her clear sense of line and her subtle characterisation make Angelica a
woman of flesh and blood. Andris Nelsons, too, explores the full breadth of Puccini’s musical language in this one-acter,
from its formulaic sacred elements to its uninhibited outbursts of emotion. This becomes especially clear when Opolais’s
character meets her adversary, the Princess [Lioba Braun] whose dramatic mezzo offers an extreme authoritarian
portrait. Angelica’s sisters in the convent offer several of the best women’s voices from the WDR Radio Chorus welcome
solo opportunities. This superb cast includes the luxurious voices of the dark-toned mezzosoprano Nadezhda Serdyuk as
the stern Sister Monitor and of Mojca Erdmann’s clear, graceful soprano as Sister Genovieffa, who brings the greatest
sympathy for the plight of Angelica. 

"The evening became a real triumph for Kristine Opolais in the title role. The soprano voice of the young Latvian, which
was silvery and dramatically attractive in the finest pianos and also in open outbursts, always remained cultivated and
nonetheless permeated deep into the soul. It was not only the female portion of the audience who very quickly were
searching for the rescuing handkerchiefs." Das Opernglas, July 2011

"Kristine Opolais performed her part with a immense emotional momentum and powerful presence on the stage. The
Latvian singer has great, very flexible and a colourful soprano, which is the ideal accoutrement for bel canto and verismo.
With her silent grief and longing she moved the audience almost to tears, and with her fervidly blazing presentation of
highly dramatic suffering she shook the audience most deeply.'' Julia Gaß, Emsdettener Volkszeitung, 22nd May 2011 
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Silvia Frigato, Raffaella Milanesi [sopranos]
Andrea Arrivabene [countertenor]
Elena Biscuola, Sara Mingardo [contraltos]
Valerio Contaldo, Raffaele Giordani [tenors]
Salvo Vitale [bass]
Concerto Italiano
Rinaldo Alessandrini

BONONCINI: Messa a cinque concertata, 
Stabat Mater a quatro in do minore
Concerto Italiano
Rinaldo Alessandrini

“Fifty years of ‘rediscovery’ of early music have led – in addition to that of ‘period style’ – also and above all to the
rediscovery of the inexhaustible musical treasure trove conserved in libraries all over the
world. And these two pieces by Antonio Bononcini might be seen as a perfect example of the phenomenon. In fact, the
Stabat Mater (held in the Biblioteca Estense in Modena) is already known, having been
published a few years ago and enjoyed a very occasional concert performance.
By contrast, the monumental mass (now in the Library of the Florence Conservatory) has not yet been published and has
never before been performed in public or recorded. We are dealing here with two outstanding specimens of an individual
and vigorous contrapuntal style, combined with a typically Italian melodic line: a mixture that is quite certainly
unprecedented, at least at the level of technical skill shown by Bononcini.
The greatest cause for astonishment when one listens to this mass certainly comes from its dimensions and its
conception: when one considers the relatively modest resources deployed, Bononcini’s work radiates a splendour of
inspiration and a profundity comparable to that of the greatest contrapuntists, from Bach downwards. Nor should one
forget the composer’s achievement in creating a synthesis between ecclesiastical and operatic styles: a delicate
interaction that more or less determined the success and effectiveness of a sacred work at the time.” 
Rinaldo Alessandrini
 
Concerto Italiano’s revelatory interpretations have revolutionised our perception of 17th-and 18th-century Italian music
(the group’s groundbreaking recordings of Monteverdi’s madrigals have achieved international benchmark status),
establishing it with critics and audiences as the finest ensemble of its kind in Italy today.
Concerto Italiano records exclusively for Naïve. Recent releases include Monteverdi’s L’Orfeo, a collection of sacred
music by A. Scarlatti, Monteverdi’s complete Eighth Book and Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos. Rinaldo Alessandrini's
latest recording '1600' [OP30531] is shortlisted for a Gramophone Award 2012.

World premiere recording live from the Wiener Konzerthaus
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Maria Riccarda Wesseling [mezzo-soprano]
Gabrielle Philiponet [soprano]
Mathias Vidal [tenor]
Nicolas Courjal [bass]
Andrew Foster-Williams [bass]
Nicolas Maire [tenor]
Le Concert Spirituel / Hervé Niquet

Charles-Simon Catel Sémiramis 
Tragédie lyrique. Paris, 1802
Le Concert Spirituel / Hervé Niquet

First performed at the Paris Opéra in 1802, 'Sémiramis' by Charles-Simon Catel is an example of the revival at that time
of the tragédie lyrique inherited from Gluck. A work with a touch of exoticism (Babylon), expressing the pathos of
isolation, but also with pomp in its ambitious finales, the work bade farewell to the ‘Louis-XVI style’ and announced, in a
neo-Classical style, the grand opéra of the Romantic period. But it came at a time of polemics between supporters and
detractors of the new Paris Conservatoire, where Catel, at that time professor of harmony there, had made so many
enemies that the audience pit at the Opera was bristling with vengeful hostility when the curtain rose on the first act...
Hervé Niquet and his Le Concert Spirituel, this year celebrating its 25th anniversary, continue their untiring rehabilitation
of forgotten tragédies lyriques (we might recall here their 'Callirhoé' by Destouches, 'Sémélé' by Marais, 'Proserpine' by
Lully and 'Andromaque' by Grétry) with this recording of Catel’s Sémiramis made during the course of the Festival de
Radio France, in Montpellier, in July 2011. The typical skill of Niquet when it comes to selecting singers – among those
who shine here are Maria Riccarda Wesseling and Andrew Foster-Williams – further helps to make this new operatic
release a stimulating surprise for all lovers of the best in French music.
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Lawrence Zazzo [Alessandro]
Yetzabel Arias Fernández [Rossane]
Raffaella Milanesi [Lisaura]
Martin Oro [Tassile]
Andrew Finden [Clito]
Sebastian Kohlhepp [Leonato]
Rebecca Raffell [Cleone]
Deutsche Händel-Solisten/Michael Form

HANDEL: Alessandro HWV21
Lawrence Zazzo 
Yetzabel Arias Fernández
Raffaella Milanesi 
Deutsche Händel-Solisten/Michael Form

Handel’s opera 'Alessandro', first performed at the King’s Theatre, Haymarket in London on 5 May 1726, was one of the
composer’s most successful works for the stage. This opera displays Handel at the pinnacle of his career and enjoyed
repeated performances over a period of several years. 
However, in modern times, 'Alessandro' has remained one of Handel’s least performed operas. Alexander’s heroic
exploits only provide a background to the amorous dalliances, in which the eponymous hero cuts a pretty poor figure.
Admittedly, the singer of the role is faced with eight arias in which he is forced to perform the most heroic deeds: the
castrato Senesino was at this time the undisputed star of Handel’s operatic enterprise -  a hard act to follow. There are,
however, further aspects to explain this neglect. Faustina Bordoni gave her first ever, long-anticipated performance in
London in the première of 'Alessandro'. She rapidly became Handel’s regular diva, Francesca Cuzzoni’s rival. The two
singers were already familiar with each other from their time in Italy, where they had shared numerous operatic stages,
but Handel, who was under permanent threat of bankruptcy, used the rivalry between the two singers in an ingenious
advertising campaign. The cat-fight between the divas was substantially hyped up in the press as each singer attempted
to outdo the other in progressively more dazzling ornamentation. This explains why 'Alessandro' is so seldom performed.
Basically, this work demands the three best singers in the world. Once these exceptional talents have been assembled,
the opera is transformed into a string of the most beautiful pearls, strung perhaps on a slightly shallow plot, which
however retains a certain charm.
The present live recording, from the 2012 Handel Festival in Karlsruhe, can be viewed as a pioneering achievement and
is only the second ever complete performance of Handel's 'Alessandro' since the recording by Sigiswald Kuijken and La
Petite Bande in the mid-1980s.
With an outstanding cast: Lawrence Zazzo in the title role, Yetzabel Arias Fernández, Raffaella Milanesi and Martin Oro,
the opera was the highlight of the Handel Festival, which was cheered equally by both the audience and the critics.
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Ludovic Tézier [Il Conte di Almaviva] 
Barbara Frittoli [La Contessa di Almaviva] 
Ekaterina Siurina [Susanna]
Luca Pisaroni [Figaro]
Karine Deshayes [Cherubino] 
Ann Murray [Marcellina]
Robert Lloyd [Bartolo] 
Robin Leggate [Don Basilio]
Antoine Normand [Don Curzio]
Christian Tréguier [Antonio]
Maria Virginia Savastano [Barbarina]

MOZART: Le Nozze di Figaro
Stage direction and lighting design:  Giorgio Strehler 
Ludovic Tézier, Barbara Frittoli 
Ekaterina Siurina, Luca Pisaroni 
Karine Deshayes, Ann Murray 
Robert Lloyd, Robin Leggate 
Paris Opera Orchestra & Chorus/Philippe Jordan  

The legendary production by Giorgio Strehler filmed at the Paris Opera with a cast that unites the finest Mozartians of our
time.

A revival of Strehler's 'Marriage of Figaro' is always an event. In 2010, 37 years after its creation, it rose again in triumph
at the Opera Bastille with a new generation of performers: Ludovic Tézier (Count Almaviva), Barbara Frittoli (Countess),
Ekaterina Siurina (Susanna), Luca Pisaroni (Figaro) and Karine Deshayes (Cherubino).
Conductor, Philippe Jordan directs the Orchestra and Chorus of the Paris Opera.
Also in this bonus edition, there is an interview with Humbert Camerlo who has worked extensively with Giorgio Strehler
and achieved this staging for the revival, which continues from September 15 to October 25, 2012 at the Opera Bastille
for 14 special performances.

"The Marriage of Figaro is a masterpiece. More at the Paris Opera where, in 1973, Italy's Giorgio Strehler (1921-1997)
created a staged entry into legend. Thirty-seven years later, the Bastille is still a triumph."
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Ludovic Tézier [Il Conte di Almaviva] 
Barbara Frittoli [La Contessa di Almaviva] 
Ekaterina Siurina [Susanna]
Luca Pisaroni [Figaro]
Karine Deshayes [Cherubino] 
Ann Murray [Marcellina]
Robert Lloyd [Bartolo] 
Robin Leggate [Don Basilio]
Antoine Normand [Don Curzio]
Christian Tréguier [Antonio]
Maria Virginia Savastano [Barbarina]

MOZART: Le Nozze di Figaro
Stage direction and lighting design:  Giorgio Strehler 
Ludovic Tézier, Barbara Frittoli 
Ekaterina Siurina, Luca Pisaroni 
Karine Deshayes, Ann Murray 
Robert Lloyd, Robin Leggate 
Paris Opera Orchestra & Chorus/Philippe Jordan  

The legendary production by Giorgio Strehler filmed at the Paris Opera with a cast that unites the finest Mozartians of our
time.

A revival of Strehler's 'Marriage of Figaro' is always an event. In 2010, 37 years after its creation, it rose again in triumph
at the Opera Bastille with a new generation of performers: Ludovic Tézier (Count Almaviva), Barbara Frittoli (Countess),
Ekaterina Siurina (Susanna), Luca Pisaroni (Figaro) and Karine Deshayes (Cherubino).
Conductor, Philippe Jordan directs the Orchestra and Chorus of the Paris Opera.
Also in this bonus edition, there is an interview with Humbert Camerlo who has worked extensively with Giorgio Strehler
and achieved this staging for the revival, which continues from September 15 to October 25, 2012 at the Opera Bastille
for 14 special performances.

"The Marriage of Figaro is a masterpiece. More at the Paris Opera where, in 1973, Italy's Giorgio Strehler (1921-1997)
created a staged entry into legend. Thirty-seven years later, the Bastille is still a triumph."
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Georgi Minassyan
Haïg Sarikouyoumdjian
Gaguik Mouradian
Armen Badalyan
Hespèrion XXI - Jordi Savall

Armenian Spirit
Hespèrion XXI - Jordi Savall

This album is a tribute to Armenia and to the Armenian musicians who played alongside Jordi Savall and his wife
Montserrat Figueras over the years. The repertoire consists alternately of very lively pieces and more contemplative
ones, all of them beautifully played on traditional instruments, including the ‘duduk’, a flute with a deeply moving sound
originating from a time before times.
Jordi Savall unveils this music with his faultless musical flair and an endless curiosity, as testified in the lavishly
documented and illustrated booklet.

1 Menk kadj tohmi (duduk, vielle t., kamantcha, vielle b..) 
2 Akna krunk (2 duduk) 
3 Kani vur djan im(rebec, duduk, vielle & percussion) 
4 Chant et Danse (2 duduk& percussion) 
5 O’h intsh anush (vielle t., duduk, vielle b.& perc.) 
6 Matshkal (2 duduk) 
7 Dun en glkhen (kamantcha) 
8 Garun a (vielle t., duduk, vielle b.& perc.) 
9 Chants demariage (2 duduk, kamantcha & perc.) 
10 Al aylukhs (duduk, kamantcha, vielle t., vielle b.& perc.) 
11 Plainte : en sarer (2 duduk) 
12 Azat astvatsn & Ter kedzo (vielle & percussion) 
13 Sirt imsasani (2 duduk) 
14 Hayastan yerkir (viola, duduk & orgue) 
15 Hey djan (2 duduk) 
16 Hov arek (duduk, vielle t., vielle b., perc.) 
17 Lamento : sevmut amper (2 duduk) 
18 Alagyeaz & Khnki tsar (vielle, duduk, orgue & perc.) 
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Daniil Trifonov [piano]
Mariinsky Orchestra/
Valery Gergiev

TCHAIKOVSKY: Piano Concerto No. 1
Tchaikovsky: Un poco di Chopin Chopin: Barcarolle
Schubert / Liszt: Erlkönig, Frühlingsglaube, Die Forelle
Auf dem Wasser zu Singen, Die Stadt (Schwanengesang)
Schumann / Liszt — Liebeslied (Widmung)
Daniil Trifonov
Mariinsky Orchestra
Valery Gergiev

Daniil Trifonov, winner of the XIVth International Tchaikovsky Competition, is probably the world’s most exciting young
pianist. On his first Mariinsky recording he joins Valery Gergiev for a scintillating performance of Tchaikovsky’s Piano
Concerto No 1. Daniil also presents a selection of recital repertoire including music by Tchaikovsky, Chopin and Liszt
transcriptions of Schubert and Schumann.
Written for Nikolai Rubinstein, Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto is one of his most popular works. Revised three times,
including an arrangement for two pianos, the concerto was finally set in stone in 1888 and it is this version that is most
frequently performed today. Tchaikovsky balances core motivic elements with a sense of lyrical spontaneity to create a
technically challenging but instantly appealing work.
At only 21 years old, Daniil Trifonov has won countless awards, including the Chopin Competition in Warsaw, the
Rubinstein Competition in Tel Aviv and the Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow (Gold Medal). Valery Gergiev personally
awarded Trifonov the ‘Grand Prix’ in Moscow, an additional award given to the best overall competitor in any category of
the International Tchaikovsky Competition.
In 2011, Trifonov gave his debut with the London Symphony Orchestra
and has since performed with the Vienna Philharmonic and the Mariinsky Orchestra, as well as touring throughout the
USA, Europe and the Far East. In the coming season he will make debuts with the New York Philharmonic, Boston
Symphony and Chicago Symphony orchestras, as well as performing recitals at Salle Pleyel, Carnegie Hall, Suntory Hall
and Wigmore Hall.
He plays Stravinsky, Debussy and Chopin at the Queens Hall during the Edinburgh Festival on 24th August.

"He has everything and more. What he does with his hands is technically incredible. It’s also his touch – he has
tenderness and also the demonic element. I have never heard anything like that" Martha Argerich

"A pianist for the rest of our lives ... This is a major artist, phenomenally gifted and almost fully formed, with fresh ideas
and a winning stage presence that is quite irresistible from the moment he bounds through the door and sits at the
keyboard, unable to contain his need to share" Norman Lebrecht
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Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum
Carleton Etherington [organ]
Benjamin Nicholas [director]

RUTTER: The Tewkesbury Collection
Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum

Lord, thou hast been our refuge, Dormi, Jesu, This is the day, Carol of the Magi, As the bridegroom to his chosen, The
Lord is my shepherd, Ave Maria, The Lord bless you and keep you, A Prayer of Saint Patrick, Hymn to the Creator of
Light, Wells Jubilate, God be in my head, The Gift of Charity, There is a flower, A Choral Amen

For his final recording with the men and boys of Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum, Benjamin Nicholas has chosen to
celebrate Britain’s best-loved living composer, John Rutter. Rather than simply sticking to familiar classics, this
programme explores the full range of the composer’s output from 'The Lord is my shepherd' and 'Lord, thou hast been
our refuge' to his most recent piece 'This is the day', written for the marriage of Prince William and Kate Middleton.
Rutter’s rare communicative gifts are given a special glow by the refulgent acoustic of Tewkesbury Abbey and the choir’s
luminous singing.

Praise for Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum on Delphian:
“The choir are full of the abandon of this delicious music” 
Gramophone, January 2012

“The young trebles of Tewkesbury Abbey are a force to be reckoned with. They sing musically and fearlessly with
excellent diction and a mature, warm tone” Choir & Organ, September 2011
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Wolfgang Holzmair [baritone]
Charles Spencer [piano]

MAHLER: Des Knaben Wunderhorn
Wolfgang Holzmair 

"Holzmair makes an authoritative guide to German song […] Deservedly so – for no other singer of German song at the
moment communicates so intently the rhythm and meaning of the poems." Financial Times, 2010

Wolfgang Holzmair is one of the great word-painters of our time and one of the foremost interpreters of Mahler’s songs.
He is embarking on an international tour of this repertoire, which has been a central part of his career, to mark his 60th
birthday. His interpretation of this music draws upon many years of experience and brings a deep insight to these
wonderful songs.
Mahler composed his settings of poems by Clemens Brentano and Achim von Arnim in 1892. The piano-writing is
remarkable for its almost orchestral complexity and imitation of orchestral effects. Mahler would eventually score 12 of
the 'Wunderhorn' songs for orchestra. The poems’ appeal to Mahler is easy to understand: nature, yearning, love,
farewells, night, death, spectral goings-on, boisterous youth, high spirits and wry, crisp humour all combined with the
agitated imagination and personality of the composer to produce some of the greatest songs by any composer. They also
formed the fertile ground from which several of the symphonies grew.

Advertising in BBC Music Magazine and Gramophone



RELEASE DATE
27TH AUGUST 2012

Label: Off the Record
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: ARV200
Barcode: 5425019972004
2 FOR 1
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: digipack
Love Derwinger, Roland Pöntinen, 
Magnus Lindgren Quartet, Orchestre National
de France, 
Berliner Philharmonic, Los Angeles PO,
Herbert von Karajan, Esa-Pekka Salonen,
Sir Colin Davis, Carlo Maria Giulini…

A Musical Portrait: Barbara Hendricks
Opera arias, oratorio, songs, spirituals, jazz

Ever since her very first recital in the Salle Gaveau, Paris, nearly 40 years ago, Barbara Hendricks’ journey has been
exceptional. Who would have thought that the little girl born in 1948 “with her feet in the mud of Arkansas” (to quote
herself) would become one of the most emblematic singers of her generation and one of the most beloved by the general
public? And yet that is what she did, traversing this half-century of history with an iron will and uncommon artistic
purpose.
In this ‘Musical Portrait’ we begin with her childhood: the music she heard and sang in her father’s church. Barbara
Hendricks has bestrode the world’s great stages for years, accompanied by some of the greatest chamber musicians,
orchestras or conductors (Karajan, Giulini, Muti, Salonen, Barenboim). She has also lived through History with a capital
H. As a girl she experienced the end of segregation in the southern United States, was one of the first black people to be
admitted to the university, she obtained a degree in mathematics, before taking up singing as a professional. In 1987, as
an ambassador of the High Commissioner for Refugees, she was one of the first artistes to put herself at the service of a
humanitarian cause, taking advantage of her celebrity to spread the message of the suffering of refugees throughout the
world.
This 2-CD compilation, released as a 'Musical Portrait', reflects the entirety of Barbara Hendricks’ recording history. All its
musical facets are represented here with sincerity and excellence: opera, oratorio, song, negro spirituals and jazz,
accompanied by some of the greatest, and with a few new releases as a surprise bonus.

“I have conceived a program that spans my entire recording history from my first solo recording of French Opera Arias
with Philips to my latest recordings for my label Arte Verum. I am very pleased to be able to include also works from my
recordings with Deutsche Grammophon, Erato, Telarc and Sony. A special treat is the Beethoven 9th Symphony in my
very first performance with Herbert von Karajan.” Barbara Hendricks
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Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra
Nicholas McGegan [conductor]

BRAHMS: Serenades
Serenade No. 2 in A major, Op. 16, Serenade No. 1 in D major, Op. 11
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra
Nicholas McGegan

“If Brahms had called his enchanting Serenade in D major a symphony—and he almost did—we would be hearing it all
the time.” (Michael Steinberg, annotator) 
Music Director Nicholas McGegan and Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra bring to life the depth and brilliance of Brahms’
two Serenades in this recording on historically accurate instruments.

The San Francisco Chronicle raved: “Nothing affirmed the power of [the historically-informed] approach like the splendid
performance of the Serenade… [McGegan] embraced every opportunity to give the music a musky physicality –
especially in the outer movements, whose rhythmic force was arresting."

Recorded live at First Congregational Church, Berkeley, CA on March
10-11, 2012 (Serenade No. 2) and February 13-14, 2010 (Serenade No. 1).
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Die Freitagsakademie

BACH: The Brandenburg Concertos 1721
The Celebration
Die Freitagsakademie

This album carries the listener off to the year 1721 to a glittering baroque feast. The composition for this sound story has
been written by Johann Sebastian Bach. Coaches arrive at twilight bringing superbly dressed guests; from afar sound the
first tones of Bach’s new oeuvre 'Six Concerts Avec plusieurs Instruments'. Margrave Christian Ludwig of
Brandenburg-Schwedt is the host and to him Bach dedicates this music that will later become world famous under the
title 'The Brandenburg Concertos'. An orchestra consisting of over 20 musicians with horns, trumpets and string
instruments unfolds on a square. Italian overtures resound; fugues, concerti grossi and group concertos alternate. Bach
creates a firework in the truest sense.
Die Freitagsakademie, an ensemble of the best Swiss baroque musicians, plays the six concertos. The recording is
analogue without digital tricks and the interpretation in natural sound promises to be a listening experience.

Stefan Winter produces AudioFilms (Cinema for closed Eyes). This 'Celebration' creates with the amazing
Freitagsakademie an enchanting time travel to the courtly world of the 18th century. This two CD album leaves the
convention of classical music recording behind and becomes a sound film.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
The Sidewalks of New York/Tin Pan Alley
Metropolis Shanghai
Diaspora in Buenos Aires
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Maîtrise de Caen
Les Siècles
François-Xavier Roth [director]

LISZT: Dante Symphonie, Orpheus
Les Siècles/François-Xavier Roth

This disc celebrates Liszt's Dante Symphonie and marks the bicentenary of his birth.
In his Dante Symphonie, Liszt evokes all three parts of the Divine Comedy: leading us, as Virgil, through Dante's Hell to
Paradise via Purgatory. The Inferno opens with a theme hammered brass. This is the terrifying admonition engraved on
the door of Hell: "Abandon hope, all ye who enter." The orchestra deploys dramatic effects to immerse the listener in the
pains of hell and vortex of torment. 
Ultimately we reach the Magnificat, the ultimate "Vision", one of Paradise, with a choir of angels who sing their hymn to
the Virgin.

ALSO AVAILABLE, Les Siècles/Roth: 
ASM06 Stravinsky Firebird
Sunday Times Classical CD of the Week

ASM04 Saint-Saëns Symphonie No.3 'Orgue' 
"...it's a nice touch to have the conductor’s father Daniel on organ duties, playing the famous Cavaillé-Coll organ in the
Église Saint-Sulpice, Paris. He is pretty loud, but it’s such a marvellous noise that you’re willing to forgive him. 
...Saint-Saëns’s Fourth Piano Concerto, played here on an 1874 Érard by Jean-François Heisser. It’s a superb blend of
solemnity and insouciance, cunningly constructed. There can’t be many more entertaining ways to spend 25 minutes."
Graham Rickson, TheArtsDesk.com, 6 August 2011

ASM09 Dubois Piano Concerto No 2; Dixtuor; Ouverture de Frithiof – 
"Roth conducts sympathetically and Vanessa Wagner is a suitably skittish soloist in Dubois's Second Piano Concerto,
from 1897; the sleeve scrupulously documents the orchestra and the late 19th-century instruments they play." Andrew
Clements, The Guardian 14 June 2012	

ASM02 Berlioz Symphonie Fantastique
"under their chief, François Xavier Roth, give a vivid account of the symphony, recorded live at last year’s Berlioz festival
in La Côte St-André...the performance has a raw, authentic energy, as if the location inspired the players to exceptional
efforts... the harps, the excellent woodwind - are refreshingly clear." David Cairns, Sunday Times, 12 September 2010 

ASM05 Matalon Trames II, IV, VIII  
“compelling” BBC Music Magazine, October 2011
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Talich Quartet:
Jan Talich, Roman Patocka [violins]
Vladimir Bukac viola]
Petr Prause [cello]

RAVEL: String Quartet
DEBUSSY: String Quartet
Talich Quartet

This new recording devoted to quartets by Debussy and Ravel, bearing the Slavic accent of Prague's Talich Quartet, is
truly marvellous. The album represents a new phase in the quartet’s career that will highlight the sheer versatility of this
talented group, so proud of its illustrious roots.

NEW RECORDING 2012
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Paganini Quartet:
Violin I: Henri Temianka
Violin II: Gustav Rosseels
Viola: Robert Courte (Nos. 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 16),
Charles Foidart (Nos. 1, 2, 10, 14, 15)
Cello: Robert Maas (Nos. 7, 8, 9, 16),
Adolphe Frezin (Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 14, 15)

BEETHOVEN: The Great String Quartets
Op. 18 Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, Op. 59 Nos. 1-3, Op. 74, Op. 131, Op. 132, Op. 135
Paganini Quartet

For the first time, this set gathers the Beethoven recordings released by the Paganini Quartet between 1947 and 1953.
This studio archive is unique, a veritable missing-link between the Bush, Calvet, Lerner, Budapest Quartets and the
post-war American ensemble, e.g. the Juilliard Quartet, in the prodigious history of the interpretation of this unmatched
monument to chamber music.
Why ‘Paganini’ ? Because in 1946, Emil Herrmann, the well-known New York violin maker, told the cellist Robert Maas
that he had in his possession a Stradivari quartet set, once having belonged to Paganini. After 25 years of research, the
four instruments were finally re-united having been dispersed for over a century. Fascinated by this discovery, a wealthy
music lover, Mrs William Andrews Clark immediately acquired the four instruments and the quartet naturally adopted the
name of its prestigious parentage. Henri Temianka, lead violin, was allocated a 1727 violin, The ‘Cozio Count of Salabue’
from the nobleman from whom Paganini had obtained it in 1816 and it had become one of his concert instruments. The
second violin received a 1680 instrument, the ‘Desaint’, built in the typical manner of the Stradivari early years,
influenced by Amati. The viola, the ‘Mendelssohn’, dated 1731, had prompted Paganini to commission Hector Berlioz’s
‘Harold in Italy’. The cello, the ‘Ladenburg’, was made by Stradivari in 1736 when he was 93 years old and just before his
death.
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Sviatoslav Richter [piano]

BEETHOVEN: Diabelli Variations Op. 120, Sonata No.31
Sviatoslav Richter

Sviatoslav Richter never  played the 'Moonlight' Sonata in public - quite extraordinary when you consider that the opening
adagio is one of the most performed keyboard pieces ever. 
Here we have an unusual juxtaposition of two very different aspects of Beethoven's oeuvre. Sonata No. 31, prefaces the
disarray of the adagio of the 15th Quartet op.132, and has no dedicatee, but Richter's  incomparable art of legato makes it
irresistible. The 'Diabelli Variations', like the 'Art of Fugue' or Bach's 'Goldberg Variations', are not ideal in concert, too
introspective or better served in bite-sized chunks. Richter offers his unique view leading from Bach to Stockhausen via
Mozart and anticipating the pianism of Chopin and Liszt.

RICHTER EDITION, ALREADY AVAILABLE: 
DSD350058 Grieg-Dvorak Concertos
DSD350056 Rachmaninov Piano Concertos, Preludes
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Hans-Eberhard Roß
[Goll Organ of St. Martin, Memmingen]

César FRANCK: Complete Organ Works
Hans-Eberhard Roß

After the successful release of César Franck’s complete organ works on 3 double SACDs audite now presents these
recordings in a 6-CD boxed set. This complete edition naturally includes the 12 major well-known works of this
composer. In addition to these, it contains many smaller treasures of the repertoire among them at least 40 minutes of
music which were presented as first recordings in the original SACD release: The works for harmonium are available
here in their entirety in their versions for organ, as are two organ works discovered during the 1970s and 1980s, also new
to the recording medium. Besides these aspects of completeness, the present complete production is marked by the
special sound of the Goll Organ. Its warm, soft sound, resulting from widely constructed pipes, creates an unobtrusive
power and fullness; the essence of the French Cavaillé Organs has been preserved and further developed in this
instrument.
Hans-Eberhard Roß, Cantor of the Deanery St. Martin in Memmingen, was decisively and authoritatively involved in the
planning and disposition of this organ. Interested music lovers can call up the exact registrations of all the pieces from
www.audite.de simultaneously with this issue, as well as short videos about the construction of the organ. The 64pp
bilingual booklet gives detailed information about this production.
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Guillaume Coppola [piano]

GRANADOS: Danzas Espanolas
Guillaume Coppola

Born in 1867, Granados was a brilliant composer and pianist. He founded the Granados Academy, later led by Alicia de
Larrocha, and its international reputation. The Spanish Dances are a true representative of Iberian romanticism: its colour
is perhaps not flamenco, but its curvature is Iberian, and the flavour of the Spanish Dances  is the fruit of the provinces to
which they refer.
Guillaume Coppola has had access to manuscripts and critical editions which he has carefully studied and adopted the
most significant. A comprehensive and curious musician, he makes the colours shimmer with the warmth of Spain.

ALSO AVAILABLE: EL1130 Liszt Works for Piano
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Concerto Romano, Allessandro Quarta

Luther in Rome 1511
The Sounds of the Eternal City in 1511: Music in Churches, Palaces & Alleyways
Concerto Romano
Allessandro Quarta

Frottole, laude, canzone, dances, processional chants & sacred vocal polyphony

"A hell on earth" Martin Luther is said to have called the city of Rome in connection with his pilgrimage there in 1511.
Was he right? 500 years later Concerto Romano reconstruct a kind of 'soundtrack' of his stay with voices and
instruments. Starting out from Roman music editions of the time, the repertoire of the city churches and works which
were regarded as Appenine 'hits' of the time, which  the guest from the North would not have forgotten so easily,
Concerto Romano has been able to resurrect the sounds of the Holy City at the time of Luther's visit: the superior sound
culture of the Catholic cathedrals and palaces, as well as the earthier sounds of the streets and alleys.
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Simone Schwark, Johanna Krell, Raimond
Fürst, Georg Poplutz, Markus Flaig, Dominik
Wörner, Kammerchor Bad Homburg, Johann
Rodmüller Ensemble, Arno Paduch, Susanne
Rohn

Festive Music for the Reformation Celebration 1617
Michael ALTENBURG: Gaudium Christianum
Motets by Schütz, Scheidt, Franck, Demantius, J. Chr. Bach
Kammerchor Bad Homburg, 
Johann Rodmüller Ensemble
Arno Paduch, Susanne Rohn

The hundredth anniversary of the Reformation in 1617 was taken as an opportunity to show the strength of the new
Protestant churches, and for them to position themselves against the revived strengthening of the Catholic League. So it
was also in part for politically motivated reasons, that the Protestant Union called upon all Protestant churches to
celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the attack of Luther's theses in Wittenberg. Electoral Saxony, the heartland of the
Reformation, did not belong to the Union, and saw its claims to leadership challenged by these plans, issuing its own
binding instruction for the celebration of the  Reformation anniversary.

The only self-contained and completely preserved composition for the Reformation jubilee in 1617 is the six-part
'Gaudium Christianum' by the cantor and pastor Michael Altenburg (1584-1640), which is recorded on this CD for the first
time. This sumptuous work, with up to 19 voices, adapts the multiple choir tradition of Northern Italy, and is set for three
choirs with voices and various instruments, including trumpets and timpani, which was a novelty for liturgical polyphonic
music at the time. This opulence allows the festival music for the Reformation anniversary to appear as a splendid
demonstration of the power of the Lutheran Church, which wished to distance itself in this way not only from the Catholic
competition but also from the Calvinist reforming tendencies.

The Chamber Choir Bad Homburg, accompanied by the large Johann Rosenmüller Ensemble, has added to the thirty
minute work by Michael Altenburg selected Michaelmas motets by Schütz, Scheidt, Franck, Demantius and Johann
Christoph Bach
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Guido Belastracci [division bass viol]
Nicola Dal Maso [violin]
Rafael Bonavita [archlute]
Massimiliano Raschietti [organ, harpsichord]

Conrad HOFFLER: Suites for Viola da gamba 
Primitiae Chelicae, 1695
Guido Belastracci

Conrad Höffler (1647-1705), virtuoso on the viol, published his collection 'Primitiae Chelicae' for viola da gamba and
continuo in 1695 in Nuremberg, at a time when viol literature was truly at its height. Germany and the Netherlands
became a forge of excellent performers most of whom also composed and published music. To judge from the technical
difficulty of these compositions there is no doubt that Höffler was a great virtuoso of the instrument. 
The dance movements are written with a combination of lyricism, taste for melody and, finally, a polyphonic language
that comes close to lute style. The work of Höffler was written for performers of high calibre and required a sophisticated
and complete knowledge of the instrument as well as control over the entire range, particularly the highest tessitura,
where the viola often converses with the violin.
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Danish Chamber Players
Naji Hakim [Th. Frobenius & Sønner Organ
Vangede Kirke, Gentofte, Denmark]

Naji HAKIM: Saksøbing Præludier 
Kammerkoncert No.1
Kammerkoncert No.2 for Chamber Ensemble
Concerto No.4 for Organ & Chamber Ensemble

A prolific composer and organist, Naji Hakim is truly one of the most versatile performer-composers working today,
garnering praise from his numerous organ and composition competition prizes as well as an award from Pope Benedict
XVI for his musical work in benefit of the church. 

This new recording with the Danish Chamber Players explores some of Hakim's works for chamber ensemble and organ,
with performances from the Th. Frobenius & Sønner Organ of Vangede Kirke, Gentofte, Denmark.
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Ensemble Bash

A Doll's House
Ensemble Bash

Track Listing

[1] Shard 					Graham Fitkin (b.1963)		
[2] Slip-stream 				Howard Skempton (b.1947)		
[3] Rimfire					Stephen Montague (b.1943)		
[4] Bash Peace				David Bedford (1937-2011)		
[5] Dance Play				Nick Hayes (b.1963)			
[6] Sound Asleep 			Peter McGarr (b.1953)		
[7] Breather 				Stewart Copeland (b.1952)		
[8] Echolalia 				Rachel Leach (b.1973)		
[9] Dance of the Dragonfly		Keith Tippett (b.1947)		

Formed in 1992, the British percussion quartet ensemblebash has forged a reputation as one of the world’s most
innovative and groundbreaking chamber ensembles. Using the music of West Africa as both core repertoire and a
guiding spiritual influence, ensemblebash mixes contemporary classical, jazz and music theatre into unforgettable
performances. 

This new recording marks 20 years since the formation of the group, with the programme made up of some of their best
commissions from the 2002 to 2012.

"Ensemblebash, who make playing percussion the coolest, noisiest and funniest occupation on earth." The Times
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Inga Humpe [vocals]
Adrian Iliescu [violin]
Moritz Eggert [piano]
Stuttgarter Kammerorchester
Michael Hofstetter [conductor]

EGGERT: The Raven Nevermore
Music of Infinite Variety
Inga Humpe
Moritz Eggert
Stuttgarter Kammerorchester/Michael Hofstetter

• Ich bin der Welt abhanden gekommen
• Tetragrammoton
• Der Rabe Nimmermehr Ouvertüre
• Adagio – an answered question
• Der ewige Gesang
• Drei Seelen

“A composer is someone who has a lot of music in his head which needs to get out.”
That is how Moritz Eggert once described to some children the act of composing. “As artists we are chroniclers of the
emotions of a particular time, and if we are lucky, our chronicles radiate a little, illuminating the path.” Moritz Eggert’s new
SACD with the Stuttgart Kammerorchester shows how diverse these paths can be. The spectrum of the works presented
here is great and ranges from pieces such as Der Rabe Nimmermehr Ouvertüre to Tetragrammaton which was
composed for the Stuttgart Kammerorchester and which almost drills into sound. As a special guest artist, Inga Humpe of
‘2raumwohnung’ sings Ich bin der Welt abhanden gekommen, a piece co-written with Moritz Eggert. This encounter of
two different musical spheres results in a touching orchestral chanson which, through its history of origin and the use of
Rückert’s text, is also a homage to Gustav Mahler.
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Carolyn Brown, Phillip Corner, 
Merce Cunningham, Teeny Duchamp, 
Don Gillespie, Doris Hays, Frederik Rzewski, 
Grete Sultan, Margaret Tan, 
David Tudor, Paul Zukofsky.

John CAGE: BirdCage: 73'20.958" for a composer
Legendary Film by Hans G Helms, premiered at the Donaueschingen Festival in
1972 

By releasing the DVD “BirdCage: 73'20.958" for a composer”, WERGO presents another highlight among the releases
marking the composer's 100th birthday:

The legendary film collage, created in 1972 on commission of WDR and SWR on the occasion of the 60th birthday of
John Cage and premiered at the Donaueschingen Music Festival, paints an extraordinary picture of Cage the Artist, of
his musical and extra-musical thinking, his character and his remarkable oeuvre. The cinematographic composition,
which is released here in the unabridged original version for the first time, was realisd by the composer and writer Hans
G Helms in collaboration with Cage himself.

Helms assembled various film materials into a special kind of mosaic: Historical flashbacks, biographical milestones and
music recordings are complemented by original commentaries of the composer's contemporaries, companions and
friends, such as Carolyn Brown, Phillip Corner, Merce Cunningham, Teeny Duchamp, Don Gillespie, Doris Hays,
Frederik Rzewski, Grete Sultan, Margaret Tan, David Tudor, and Paul Zukofsky. The twittering of birds – symbol of the
aesthetically unintentional and basic material of Cage's tape composition “BirdCage” – runs like a thread through the film,
forming its musical basis.
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Siegfried Palm [cello]
Sinfonieorchester des Südwestfunks,
Baden-Baden/Ernest Bour
Radio-Symphonie-Orchester Berlin/Hans
Zender

ZIMMERMANN: Cello Concerto, Photoptosis, Tratto II
Siegfried Palm [cello]
Radio-Symphonie-Orchester Berlin/Hans Zender

With “studio reihe neuer musik”, WERGO created a trademark of advanced contemporary music in the 1960s. Some of
these important recordings have not been available on CD until now. On the occasion of its anniversary, the label now
releases gems from the early days of its 50-year history: highlights of 20th-century music history which have lost nothing
of their topicality and liveliness, in standard-setting recordings of great performers and audiophile sound quality.

This series starts with a CD of works by Bernd Alois Zimmermann. His complex “pluralistic” style fuses past, present and
future into a musical unit of the highest order. The “Concerto pour violoncelle et orchestre en forme de ‘Pas de trios’”
created in the late 1960s develops its binding power from a single musical nucleus; ‘Tratto II’ and ‘Photoptosis’ represent
Zimmermann's compositional opening of time and space.
The recordings were originally published on LP in 1972 (WERGO, WER 60062) and have been awarded the Grand Prix
du Disque of the Académie Charles Cros.
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David Tudor, Frederic Rzewski
David Behrman, Gordon Mumma
John Nash, Christian Wolff [piano]

Christian WOLFF: For Piano 1, For Pianist, Burdocks
David Tudor
Frederic Rzewski
Christian Wolff

With “studio reihe neuer musik”, WERGO created a trademark of advanced contemporary music in the Sixties of the past
century already. Some of these important recordings have not been available on CD up to now. On the occasion of its
anniversary, the label now releases the gems from the early days of its 50-year history: highlights of 20th-century music
history which have lost nothing of their topicality and liveliness, in standard-setting recordings of great performers and
audiophile sound quality.

The works by Wolff recorded on this CD by the legendary pianists David Tudor and Frederic Rzewski and their fellow
musicians David Behrman, John Nash and Gordon Mumma are determined by chance. Wolff's works are characterized
by the challenges he assigns to the performers: the responsible use of freedom.

The recordings were originally published on LP in 1972 (WERGO, WER 60063).
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David Tudor [piano]

John CAGE: Music of Changes
David Tudor

“The title is a double pun.The score is the first that John Cage devised allowing the hexagrams of the Ching to fully
determine how the music would proceed, event by event, gesture by gesture the musical details (pitch, duration,
dynamics, density, tempi) being painstakingly, albeit fortuitously, derived through point-by-point consultation from charts
of possibilities designed by the composer. (Christian Wolff, Cage's young friend and musical associate, had presented
Cage with a copy of the book, which had been published by his father, Kurt Wolff, I Ching = Book of Changes = Music of
Changes.) 
Too, the music, as an entity, is constantly changing. There is no guiding sense of continuity of line, rhythm, speed, or
texture.The relationship between events  the glue which holds the music together can be neither tonally nor structurally
defined. Change appears to be its only unchanging characteristic, its ultimate identity”. 
Art Lange
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Makrokosmos Quartet

Round Midnight
Oliver SCHNELLER: Resonant Space
Guillermo GREGORIO: Construction in Four Parts
Fabrizio Rat FERRERO: L'abito Non Fa Il Monaco
Stefan WIRTH: Standards
Makrokosmos Quartet

"'Round Midnight' is dedicated to Thelonious Monk, who is widely recognised for the percussive poetry of his very
personal piano style and the unshakable authority of his compositions.
The composers that Makrokosmos Quartet commissioned to write the music on this record all hold Monk's music dear:
pianist-composer-bandleader, but none of them have been so swayed by affection as to deny their own identity...
Makrokosmos's players don't play like Monk, but like him, they want to be in that place of boundaries and transitions
because in that place, endings are also beginnings, and in beginnings there is new life." Bill Meyer
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Aruna Saïram, Noureddine Tahiri, 
Dominique Vellard [voice]
H.N. Bkaskar [violin]
Driss Berrada [oud]
Keyvan Chemirani [zarb]
Patri Satish Kumar [mridangam]
Baptiste Romain [fiddle]

Trialogue
A project around South Indian, Moroccan and medieval European traditions

Al-Adhân, Benedicam, Lalitha Saharsaranamam, Kanthamam Kathirkamam / Alleluia, imperatrix egregia, Al Kalbou, 
Puis que ma dolour, Raga Amritavarshini, Entre terre et ciel, Ihesus Cristz, Raml el maya, Eppo Varuvaro, Por nos
Virgen / Chamss el achiya, Shanti / Salam / Agnus Dei

The director of the Ensemble Gilles Binchois, Dominique Vellard, has been spending many years searching for
connections – be they of intellectual, spiritual or musical natures – with non-western traditions, searching for links and
ties between them that will lead to a deeper understanding and awareness of medieval European chant (and Vellard has
been one of the leading specialists in this area for some three decades). His approach has entailed searching out
meeting points between these musical cultures to bring them closer together and to draw out their musical qualities, but
never in the sense of any unwarranted combining or blending.
The meeting of Vellard in the middle 1990s with the legendary South Indian singer Aruna Saïram paved the way for an
ensuing rich musical and human dialogue, and led them to give over 30 concerts in Europe, India, Morocco and Malaysia
as well as recording an album for EMI in 1999.
The Islamic tradition was brought within the scope of this adventure with Vellard and Saïram’s joint collaboration from
2002 onwards with the Moroccan singer Noureddine Tahiri; a new high point is now being reached with the release of
this new Glossa recording, 'Trialogue'. Together with their instrumentalists they provide intensely moving performances,
with music of a great beauty, all set to captivate serious music lovers from world to classical.
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Voces 8

Christmas
Voces 8

1. Once in Royal David’s City , Henry Gauntlett arr. Thomas Hewitt Jones 
2. Gabriel’s Message, Traditional Basque Carol arr. Jim Clements 
3. Magnificat Quinti Toni, Hieronymus Praetorius 
4. O Magnum Mysterium, Francis Poulenc 
5. Away in a Manger, Anonymous arr. Jim Clements 
6. Ding Dong Merrily on High, Anonymous arr. Charles Wood 
7. I Wonder as I Wander , Traditional Appalachian Carol arr. Jim Clements 
8. Totus Tuus, Henryk Gorecki 
9. Coventry Carol, Traditional Carol arr. Barnaby Smith 
10. Jesu, Swete Sone Dear, Graham Lack 
11. At the Manger Mary Sings, Graham Lack 
12. Videntes Stellam, Francis Poulenc 
13. In Dulci Jubilo, Traditional German Carol arr. Hieronymus Praetorius 
14. Bethlehem Down, Peter Warlock 
15. There is no Rose, Anonymous 
16. Nesciens Mater, Jean Mouton 
17. The Three Kings, Peter Cornelius 
18. What Cheer? William Walton

The international award-winning octet, VOCES8, has established itself at the forefront of British a cappella. Performing a
repertoire ranging from Renaissance polyphony to unique Jazz and Pop arrangements, the group has been praised for
stunning performance, exquisite singing and creating a sound that spans the entire range of vocal colour.

"... Voces8 has put together an exceptionally attractive collection of classic carols and anthems mixed with less familiar
works. The most striking aspects of the performances are a rare level of tonal clarity and a focused unanimity in the
singers' vowels that produce a ringing, almost startling purity, which is enhanced by the crystalline, ideally resonant
sound of Signum's CD ... The program is marvelously varied, but all of the pieces, whether written in the middle ages or
the 21st century, are gorgeous examples of sumptuous choral writing, and these performance do them full justice. Highly
recommended." All Music Guide
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The Rodolfus Choir
Ralph Allwood [director]

A Choral Christmas
The Rodolfus Choir
Ralph Allwood 

[1] Lully, lulla			Kenneth Leighton
[2] The Oxen			Philip Radcliffe
[3] Lullaby, my sweet little baby	William Byrd
[4] The Lamb			John Tavener
[5] Ecce puer			Chris Chivers
[6] O magnum mysterium		Morten Lauridsen
[7] The truth sent from above	Ralph Vaughan Williams
[8] Lux Aurumque			Eric Whitacre
[9] Lullay my liking		Gustav Holst

A leading light in the world of youth choral music, the Rodolfus Choir is made up of choristers from ages 16-25 who are
past and present participants of the Eton Choral Courses, begun by the choir's director Ralph Allwood in 1980. 
 
This new Christmas programme mixes the familiar with pieces not usually heard in carol services – such as Tomas Luis
de Victoria's stunning eight-part 'Ave Maria' (from an edition prepared by John Rutter), and more recent works like Chris
Chivers' 'Ecce Puer' and Eric Whitacre's 'Lux Aurumque'. Such a programme is well-suited to a group with the versatility
and enthusiasm of the Rodolfus choir.
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Journey Into Light: 
Music for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemas

[1] Jesus Christ the apple tree		Elizabeth Poston
[2] We wait for thy loving kindness		William McKie
[3] I sing of a maiden			Patrick Hadley
[4] Advent Prose				Judith Weir
[5] There is no rose			John Joubert
[6] Hymn to the virgin			Benjamin Britten
[7] Bright star carol			Nico Muhly
[8] In the bleak midwinter			Harold Darke
[9] Tomorrow Shall be my Dancing Day	John Gardner
[10] The shepherds carol			Bob Chilcott
[11] I Saw Three Ships			Trad. Arr. Simon Preston
[12] The little road to Bethlehem		Michael Head 
[13] Away in a Manger			W.J. Kirkpatrick 
[14] Sir Christèmas			William Mathias 
[15] The Lamb				John Tavener 
[16] Paean on Divinum Mysterium 		John Cook 
[17] Epiphany				Judith Bingham 
[18] Here is the little door			Herbert Howells
[19] Bethlehem Down			Peter Warlock 
[20] Nunc dimittis				Geoffrey Burgon 
[21] Hymn to the Creator of Light		John Rutter 

A new festive release from the Choir of Jesus College Cambridge under their director Mark Williams – with additional
performances from organists Robert Dixon and Timothy Lambourn, and trumpeter Rebecca Crawshaw. The programme
is drawn from pieces for the festivals of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemas:
"Of the annual Christian seasons, it is surely that from Advent to Epiphany which inspires believer and non-believer alike
the most: the believer celebrates Christ’s birth whilst the non-believer considers hopes for rebirth and renewal as a New
Year approaches … If aspirations surrounding the arrival of a new born child are universal, the Christmas music chosen
here reflects the season’s inspiration through quite recent compositions, alongside music from the early part of the 20th
century." Mark Williams
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