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BBC MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL CHOICE, DISC OF THE MONTH August
GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE August (embargoed until 6 July)

HMC902091 Beethoven - Diabelli Variations / Andreas Staier
Daily Telegraph - 5 May                 CLASSICAL CD OF THE WEEK, ***** 
C D Review – 5 May                       Rave review
Classic FM – 12 May                      Connoisseur’s Choice, 
Guardian – 18 May                         CLASSICAL CD OF THE WEEK *****, 
Sunday Times – 27 May                 CLASSICAL CD OF THE WEEK
Essential Classics, BBC R3 - 18 June 

GRAMOPHONE EDITOR’S CHOICE August (embargoed until 6 July)
GLOSSA GCD920920 Monteverdi - Il ritorno d’Ulisse in patria  / 
La Venexiana, Claudio Cavina

IRR OUTSTANDING July/August
HMC902118 Céline Moinet Oboe: Bach, Berio, Britten

IRR OUTSTANDING JULY/AUGUST
Naïve V5260 Liszt - Annees de Pelerinage/Bertrand Chamayou

IRR OUTSTANDING July/August
Signum Winged Lion SIGCD287 A New Venetian Coronation/
Paul McCreesh

IRR OUTSTANDING July/August
Delphian DCD34106 Gabriel Jackson - Beyond the Stars
The Choir of St Mary’s Edinburgh, Duncan Ferguson

Gabriel Jackson @ 50 - 9pm 24th August
St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh



RELEASE DATE
30TH JULY 2012

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: HMU807551
Barcode: 093046755164
Normal Price
Format: 1 SACD
Packaging: cristal
Philippa Hyde [soprano]
Jacqueline Connell [mezzo-soprano]
Charmian Bedford [soprano]
Alastair Ross [organ]
Choir of the AAM
Academy of Ancient Music
Richard Egarr [organ, conductor]

Christopher GIBBONS: Motets, anthems, fantasias & voluntaries
Academy of Ancient Music
Richard Egarr

Born into an English musical family, organist and composer Christopher Gibbons (1615-1676) probably received early
training from his famous father Orlando Gibbons. He sang in the choir of the Chapel Royal and went on to a
distinguished career at Westminster Abbey and in the court of Charles II. With this showcase programme of motets,
anthems, fantasias for strings, and organ voluntaries (all of which are receiving their first recording), Richard Egarr, the
Academy of Ancient Music and the Choir of the AAM, aim to rescue the composer from unjust obscurity.

Julian Forbes, tenor in the Choir of the AAM, writes:

"Samuel Pepys was a crude sort of chap, actually. If you read unexpurgated editions of his diaries you’ll find all sorts of
filth. There’s one sequence, covering several days, in which he reports initial indignation at discovering that his
bookseller has chosen to stock a pornographic novel, subsequent fascination as he makes several special trips to read it
in-store and eventual capitulation as he shamelessly buys it. There’s another memorable entry in which he describes his
wife’s dismay upon surprising him in his parlour in the act of doing something decidedly Channel Five to the maid. But
from manure pretty flowers grow, and it’s mucky Pepys you’ve got to thank for the AAM’s latest project, a CD of music by
the English composer Christopher Gibbons (1615-1676). Passing references to this composer, mentioned only by
surname, drew Richard Egarr’s interest some years ago as he was reading the diaries – he assures me not for the
naughty bits – since the figure in question clearly couldn’t be Gibbons, O., who collapsed of a seizure in 1625. He
decided to find out more about this unfamiliar iteration, and eventually, with the aid of an academic thesis written by a
musicologist based in Palo Alto, California (!), succeeded in assembling a programme of his music comprising verse
anthems, instrumental fantasias and organ voluntaries. Now, several years later, a generous donation from one of our
patrons has enabled us to record this programme with our label harmonia mundi USA. All this American aid! The
politicians may argue about the ongoing value of the Special Relationship to defence, trade and diplomacy but mark my
words, for the preservation in the public awareness of the English Restoration Verse Anthem, it’s critical. God bless the
land of the free for vouchsafing our gibbons."



RELEASE DATE
30TH JULY 2012

Label: harmonia mundi
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: HMC902121
Barcode: 3149020212127
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Cuarteto Casals

SCHUBERT: String Quartets
No.10 in E flat major Op.125/1 D87
No.15 in G major Op.161 D887
Cuarteto Casals

For their first incursion into the works of Schubert on disc, the members of the Cuarteto Casals invite us to discover two
quartets situated at the two extremes of the composer's life. Wrongly dated much later on its publication in 1830, the
Quartet in E flat is in fact the work of a 16-year-old musician who had just entered teacher training college . . . whereas
its companion here was to be Schubert's very last quartet. Only 13 years separate the two pieces! But in the meantime a
whole world had invaded his musical consciousness, and here the naivety of G major throws a deceptive veil over inner
upheavals.

“the best quartet to have come out of Spain for many a year”
The Strad

“a vivacious and technically superb outfit”
Bayan Northcott, BBC Music Magazine, November 2009 

"Buy this and you will never need another recording of the Brahms string quartets. The pure elegance of the playing from
the young Quartetto Casals comes from the care for the overall sound and the balance between instruments. Their
technical fluency allows the music to emerge with a warm romanticism" Yorkshire Post, 22 August 2008

Haydn: String Quartets, Op 33 - Cuarteto Casals HMX2962022/23
Top Choice, Building a Library



RELEASE DATE
30TH JULY 2012

Label: LSO Live
File Under: Classical
Catalogue No: LSO0720
Barcode: 822231172024
Mid Price
Format: 1 SACD
Packaging: cristal
Whitney Claire Kaufman, Andrew Playfoot
[vocals]
London Voices, London Symphony Orchestra
Richard Kaufman

THE GREATEST FILM SCORES OF DMITRI TIOMKIN
London Symphony Orchestra
Richard Kaufman

LSO Live presents Dimitri Tiomkin’s greatest film scores, the first of a new occasional LSO Live series of the greatest film
music composers of all time.
The LSO’s association with the film industry stretches all the way back to Arthur Bliss’s music for 'Things to Come', the
first time an orchestra had recorded a movie soundtrack. Since then the LSO has recorded music for major blockbusters,
including 'Star Wars' and 'Harry Potter'. 

Russian-born Tiomkin is one of the most highly regarded Hollywood film composers. A versatile composer who could
create memorable scores for almost any story, Tiomkin received a staggering 22 Academy Award nominations, winning
four awards. His most famous film scores include 'High Noon', 'The High and the Mighty', 'The Alamo', Hitchcock’s 'Dial
‘M’ for Murder' and the theme song for  'Rawhide'.
He was also a gifted songwriter, writing standards such as the theme from 'Wild is the Wind', and 'High Noon', which won
a Oscar for ‘Best Song’ (‘Do Not Forsake Me’). Tiomkin’s strong ties with the master of suspense, Alfred Hitchcock,
resulted in the celebrated film scores for 'Shadow of a Doubt', 'Strangers on a Train', 'I Confess' and 'Dial ‘M’  for Murder'.
Grammy Award winner Richard Kaufman has devoted much of his musical life to conducting and supervising music for
film and television productions, as well as performing film and classical music in concert halls. He regularly conducts the
Pacific Symphony and Chicago Symphony Orchestras and in 2012 he conducts the San Diego Symphony, Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic and Atlanta Symphony Orchestras.

Concert reviews:
"Tiomkin’s music evokes his era: there’s little like it to put you straight back into 1950s America ... his [Kaufman’s]
enthusiasm is virulently infectious to anyone around him ... a truly outstanding performance from London Voices"
Bachtrack.com

"‘Do Not Forsake Me’ from High Noon ... was evocatively rendered by Andrew Playfoot ... Throughout, the LSO
augmented by a jazz combo, played this music stylishly and enthusiastically" Seen and Heard International

"Dimitri Tiomkin was one of the most accomplished, garlanded and best-loved film music composers ever to have worked
in Hollywood ... a really superb concert ... The LSO is an ensemble of such top individuals and trombonist Katy Jones
brought this same singing tone to the subsequent suite from The Old Man And The Sea. There was more fine playing
from the leader and from assorted members of the percussion department" Framescourer



RELEASE DATE
30TH JULY 2012

Label: Orfeo
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: C845122i
Barcode: 4011790845227
Mid Price
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: cristal
Leonie Rysanek [Santuzza]
Plácido Domingo [Turridu, Canio] 
Astrid Varnay [Mamma Lucia]
Teresa Stratas [Nedda]
Wolfgang Brendel [Silvio]
Benito di Bella [Alfio, Tonio]
Norbert Orth [Beppe]
Bavarian State Opera
Nello Santi [conductor]

MASCAGNI, LEONCAVALLO Cavalleria Rusticana, Pagliacci
Leonie Rysanek
Plácido Domingo
Teresa Stratas
Astrid Varnay 
Nello Santi

Even as recently as the 1970s it was by no means certain that the biggest German opera houses would perform the
works in their repertory in their original language. When well-known singers made guest appearances in mainstream
operas, it was in no way exceptional for the performance to be sung in more than one language. But this was not the
case in the meticulously rehearsed first night of the two most famous one-act Italian operas, Mascagni’s 'Cavalleria
rusticana' and Leoncavallo’s 'Pagliacci', which opened at the Munich National Theatre on Christmas Day 1978. 
Under Nello Santi’s gripping and thrilling conducting, the Bavarian State Opera’s cast was made up of a veritable galaxy
of star performers: great names, but also singers able to work together as a close-knit ensemble. Singing Santuzza for
the first time, Leonie Rysanek discovered a new signature role admirably suited to her expressive abilities and to a voice
whose upper register was as radiant as ever. Opposite her was Plácido Domingo, who in this production essayed the
leading tenor roles in both these operas: with his bronze timbre, he was quite the impulsive predator and seducer as
Turiddu, while as Canio he was alarmingly impulsive in his raging fury as the cuckolded husband. Teresa Stratas and
Wolfgang Brendel were likewise ideal casting as Nedda and Silvio in Pagliacci, both of them excellent at stoking the fires
of jealousy. Domingo was not the only singer to appear in both works. So, too, did Benito di Bella as the carrier Alfio and
as an artful Tonio. With his sturdy baritone he brought both figures to vibrant life in finely etched performances. The same
is true of two singers in smaller roles, both of them tried and tested in the refining fires of Bayreuth: the legendary Astrid
Varnay as Mamma Lucia and Norbert Orth, later to make a name for himself as a heldentenor, as Beppe. 
Giancarlo del Monaco’s production remained in the Munich repertoire for decades, the spectacular success of its first
night due in no small measure to the Chorus of the Bavarian State Opera, which slipped effortlessly into the roles of
members of a village community in both works, investing their characters with a vivid vocal and dramatic profile.
ORFEO’s live recording on CD not only documents this first night, it once again allows listeners to share in the
excitement of the occasion.
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30TH JULY 2012

Label: Walhall
File Under: Classical/Opera &
Vocal
Catalogue No: WLCD0367
Barcode: 4035122653670
Budget Price
Format: 3 CD
Packaging: box set

WAGNER: Tristan & Isolde

Lauritz Melchior [Tristan]
Kirsten Flagstad [Isolde]
Kerstin Thorborg [Brangäne]
Alexander Kipnis [King Marke]
Julius Huehn [Kurwenal]
Emery Darcy [Melot, Sailor]
Karl Laufkötter [Shepherd]
John Gurney [Steersman]
Orchestra & Chorus of the Metropolitan Opera House
Erich Leinsdorf [conductor]
New York 8/2/1941 performance broadcast

One of the best ever performances of this opera. 
Following the article in Gramophone, this Tristan is a little later than WLC0103, now deleted, but Flagstad is still in
glorious voice and the sound is far better than the 1935 recording, albeit from noisy acetates.

[LP: UORC 4x33: Melodram 301 P 1994 
CD: Gebhardt JGCD 0008-3 3 CDs 
CD: Melodram CDM 37518 3 CDs]
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Label: Praga Digitals
File Under: Classical/Orchestral
Catalogue No: DSD350059
Barcode: 794881896523
Normal Price
Format: 1 SACD
Packaging: cristal
David Oistrakh [violin]
Leningrad Philharmonic Orchestra/Evgeny
Mravinsky

Leonard Bernstein [piano, conductor]
New York Philharmonic Orchestra

Mstislav Rostropovich [cello]
Philadelphia Orchestra/Eugene Ormandy

SHOSTAKOVICH: Three Concertos
Violin Concerto No. 1 Op. 99, Cello Concerto No. 1 Op. 107
Piano Concerto No. 2 Op. 102
David Oistrakh
Leonard Bernstein
Mstislav Rostropovich
Eugene Ormandy

Together for the first time, three acclaimed concertos performed by the soloists who made them famous: dedicatees and
performers David Oistrakh and Mstislav Rostropovitch, and then Leonard Bernstein himself, in the Concerto Op.102. All
were at the peaks of their careers. 
Bernstein plays as well as directs the second piano concerto,  dedicated to Maxim, the composer's son, in a performance
that helped further Dmitri's standing in the western world. The violin concerto is a live performance; all three enhanced by
remastering in DSD technology and immortalised.
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Label: Mirare
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: MIR164
Barcode: 3760127221647
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Pierre Hantai, Skip Sempe
Instruments: 
Laurent Soumagnac, Chaumont en Vexin 2008
[Lyonnaise school]
Philippe Humeau, Barbaste 1983, after Antoine
Vater, Paris 1738
Philippe Humeau, Barbaste 2006, after
Christian Zell, Hamburg 1728

RAMEAU: Symphonies for two harpsichords
Pierre Hantai
Skip Sempe

The numerous instrumental pieces or 'Symphonies' found in the dramatic works of Rameau are remarkably effective on
the harpsichord: the composer himself, with his transcription of 'Les Indes Galantes' invited other musicians to continue
this tradition.
Seizing on the formidable array of material available in his operas: Platée, Zoroastre, Dardanus, Les Paladins,
Pygmalion... Pierre Hantai and Skip Sempé, our finest exponents of this repertoire, take obvious pleasure in revealing,
through the two harpsichords, the immense richness of this music, full of surprises and imagination.

"If one harpsichord sounds like "two skeletons copulating on a tin roof", this is a veritable orgy." Anna Picard,
Independent on Sunday, 16 November 2008 

“Asked what he thought was most important to Rameau, Sempé replied ‘nobility and humour’.  Both can be found in
abundance on this CD” Gramophone, December 2008 [PA0005 Rameau La Pantomime]
BBC Music Magazine Instrumental Choice

"Hantaï’s imaginative playing and accomplished technique are compelling…he seems to possess an intuition which leads
him and us to the poetic heart of this music." 
Nicholas Anderson, BBC Music Magazine, July 2003 	Benchmark Recording [MIR9930 The Well-Tempered Clavier]

“If a more joyous celebration of Scarlatti’s genius emerges from the anniversary year than this, I should like to hear it.
Skip Sempé chooses 17 of his favourite sonatas and releases them in a whirl of panache, passion and skill that leaves
you dazzled and longing for more.” Lindsay Kemp, Gramophone recommends, Awards 2007
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Label: Onyx Classics
File Under: Classical/Chamber
music
Catalogue No: ONYX4108
Barcode: 880040410829
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Maxim Rysanov [viola]
Kristine Blaumane [cello]
Jacob Katsnelson [piano]

BEETHOVEN: Duos for viola and violin, Trio, Cello Sonata No.5
Sonatine WoO 33/4 & 5, Duo for viola and cello WoO 32, Piano Trio Op.11
Theme & variations from Serenade Op.8  Cello Sonata No.5 Op.102 No.2
Maxim Rysanov 

Maxim Rysanov and friends turn their attention to Beethoven after two highly praised Brahms Viola CDs, ONYX 4033
and 4054. Here we have some rare early Beethoven coupled with some late great Beethoven.
The Sonatine WoO 33 was published together with three movements for mechanical clock that Beethoven composed in
the early 1790s. The Sonatine is thought to date from 1797. The Trio Op.11 was composed for piano, clarinet and cello,
and here it is heard in Rysanov’s own arrangement with the viola replacing the clarinet. Beethoven’s early Serenade for
string trio Op.8 of 1797 was arranged (with the composer’s lukewarm approval – he wrote that they ‘were much improved
by me in places’) for viola and piano in 1804 as Op.42. The version used here of the 'Theme, Variations and March' is
by William Primrose. Finally, from the composer’s later period, we have the last of his five cello sonatas played by
Kristine Blaumane and pianist Jacob Katsnelson.

• Other Rysanov recordings on ONYX:
ONYX 4033 Brahms Viola I (2CD)
ONYX 4054 Brahms Viola II
ONYX 4023 Kancheli & Tavener
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Label: Delphian
File Under: Classical/Choral
Catalogue No: DCD34110
Barcode: 801918341106
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Mary Bevan [soprano]
Ed Lyon [tenor]
Ludus Baroque /Richard Neville-Towle
[conductor]

HANDEL: Song for St Cecilia’s Day, 
Look Down, Harmonious Saint, Concerto Grosso Op. 6 No. 7
Ludus Baroque

Following the widespread critical acclaim of their debut recording, 'Alexander’s Feast', Ludus Baroque brings their
celebrated verve to Handel's 'Song for St Cecilia’s Day'. Coupled with his miniature cantata for tenor, 'Look down
Harmonius Saint', which Handel wrote to supplement performances of 'Alexander's Feast', and with the Concerto Grosso
in B flat, written in his fruitful autumn of 1739, Handel approaches the setting of this second text by John Dryden with the
same extraordinary vividness of detail and metrical virtuosity as Alexander’s Feast. 
"What passion cannot music raise and quell?" - the answer is that it can raise and quell them all: martial, erotic, sacred ...
but as music had, in the beginning, been the divine principle of cosmic order, so, on the Final Day, it will be the force that
dissolves the universe.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
DCD34094 Alexander's Feast
"the fabulous line-up of soloists, fizzes with energy, sounding fresh off the page. Virtually every aria, clearly and
beautifully articulated by the soloists, is a gem" Early Music Today, June 2011

"a notable achievement...Ludus Baroque breathe life into this St Cecilia celebration." Gramophone, June 2011

CONCERTS: 
Ludus Baroque appear at the Canongate Kirk, Edinburgh Festival Fringe on 8th August: Handel The Triumph of Time &
Truth; on 9th August: Bach Mass in B Minor as part of Delphian's ongoing 10th anniversary celebrations
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Label: Delphian
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: DCD34116
Barcode: 801918341168
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
William Berger [baritone]
Iain Burnside [piano]

INSOMNIA: A nocturnal voyage in song
William Berger 
Iain Burnside 

For his solo debut on disc, William Berger has devised an ingenious sequence of 17 songs describing a sleepless night
experienced by a man who reflects on his love for an unnamed woman. 
From Viennese classicism to fin-de-siècle Romanticism, shadowy English pastoral to the contemporary worlds of Richard
Rodney Bennett and Raymond Yiu, this wide-ranging programme is brought to nuanced life by this outstanding young
baritone. The indefatigable Iain Burnside provides lucid and imaginative accompaniment. Together, their performances
vividly capture the full gamut of nocturnal emotions. 
A graduate and Associate of the Royal Academy of Music in London, Berger is a former member of the Young Singers
Programme at English National Opera. Recent engagements include singing Aeneas to Susan Graham's Dido, on tour in
California, and his recital debut at the Lucerne International Festival. 
Pianist Iain Burnside has forged a worldwide reputation through his commitment to song repertoire and his collaborations
with leading international singers.

•	mixed recital documenting a lover’s sleepless night. 
•	launch concert at Paxton Festival in July. 
•	Edinburgh Life, interview with Will Berger 
•	Classical Music have done an interview with Will Berger, published to coincide with release date

"Berger is a gem of a singer" Los Angeles Times

"Burnside handles everything with aplomb and insight" The Sunday Times, June 2011
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Label: SFZ Music
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: SFZM0212
Barcode: 5065001476174
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Michael Bonaventure [organ]

Paul PATTERSON: Complete Organ Music
Contemporary British Organ Music 4:
Tsunami, Trilogy, Games, Fluorescence, Visions, Brumba,
Games [alternative version]
Michael Bonaventure

Paul Patterson is one of Britain’s most respected living composers: his organ music spans over four decades of his
career, from his first major commission 'Jubilate' to recent works 'Tsunami' and 'Brumba'. Drawing on influences from
Bartok to the French toccata tradition via 1970’s Polish aleatoricism and his own limitless energy, Patterson’s organ
music provides a complete picture of his stylistic range. The recording also contains two readings of his groundbreaking
graphic score from 1977, 'Games'.
The power of the spectacular modernist Harrison organ in Coventry Cathedral is captured with breathtaking depth and
clarity: Bonanventure’s performances are virtuosic and offer visionary interpretations of this most exciting music that will
have an appeal far beyond the organ world.

Praise for volumes 1 to 3:
SFZM0410 Gabriel Jackson, Laurence Crane
SFZM0610 Avril & David Sutton Anderson
SFZM0111 O'Neill, McQueen, Morgan, Bedford

"These releases are exemplary for at least two reasons: they demonstrate the variety and depth of inspiration among
contemporary British composers, and Bonaventure gives all the music the sort of dedicated and lively interpretation they
deserve... Both CDs can be unhesitatingly recommended to all those interested in contemporary music" ***** 
Curtis Rogers, The Organ Magazine [1& 2]

"Michael Bonaventure’s palpable commitment to the music is a strong
feature … Most listeners will not find these discs especially easy listening or particularly suitable background music when
driving or doing the washing up. This is music that requires you to sit down, concentrate, and let yourself be transported.
There is nevertheless much that is immediately attractive and Gabriel Jackson’s pieces may be found a good place to
start. These are the kind of discs that might make you listen to organ music from a new perspective." 
Christopher Maxim, Organists’ Review

"Bonaventure’s playing is brilliant." Chris Bragg, Choir and Organ
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Label: Signum Classics
File Under: Classical/Instrumental
Catalogue No: SIGCD290
Barcode: 635212029022
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: cristal
Llyr Williams [piano]

LISZT: Années de Pèlerinage, deuxième année: Italie S161
Llyr Williams

Années de Pèlerinage, deuxième année: Italie S161
1	Tarantella from Venezia e Napoli 
	– Supplement aux Années de Pèlerinage seconde volume S162
2	No.3: Canzonetta del Salvator Rosa 
3	No.4: Sonetto 47 del Petrarca 
4	No.5: Sonetto 104 del Petrarca 
5	No.6: Sonetto 123 del Petrarca
6	No.7: Après une lecture du Dante, ‘Fantasia Quasi Sonata’ 
7	Bénédiction de Dieu dans la solitude
	Harmonies poétiques et religieuses S173 
8	Isolde’s Liebestod
	Schlußszene aus Richard Wagners “Tristan und Isolde” S447

A second solo disc on Signum from an insightful Welsh pianist. Llyr Williams is an acclaimed soloist, accompanist and
chamber musician; highly sought after as a performer in the United Kingdom he was recently awarded a South Bank Sky
Arts Award for his Beethoven Sonata Cycle at Greyfriars Kirk in Edinburgh in August 2011 – where he performed all 32
sonatas in just two weeks! This disc follows SIGCD226 'Pictures', a collection of works by Debussy and Liszt alongside
Mussorgsky's 'Pictures at an Exhibition'. 

“Pictures at an Exhibition is cleverly programmed here alongside works from Debussy and Liszt which enrich one’s
appreciation of it … Williams’s touch throughout is subtle but assuredly dramatic, shifting between the various Pictures
confidently”
The Independent

CONCERT: Liszt, Edinburgh Festival, Queen's Hall 30th August
"His performance was near-miraculous" The Herald
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Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical
Catalogue No: V5307
Barcode: 822186053072
2 for 1
Format: 2 CD
Packaging: digipack
Sandrine Piau, Topi Lehtipu,
Patricia Petibon, Robert Expert,
Bernarda Fink, Maria Bayo, Lucy Crowe,
Richard Croft, Karina Gauvin, 
Marie-Nicole Lemieux, Deborah York
Sara Mingardo...

ROYAL HANDEL
Les Musiciens di Louvre-Grenoble/Marc Minkowski
Il Complesso Barocco/Alan Curtis
Concerto Italiano/Rinaldo Alessandrini
La Grande Ecurie du Roy/Jean-Claude Malgloire
Les Talens Lyriques/Christophe Rousset
Capriccio Stravangante/Skip Sempé
Concerto Köln, Accentus/Laurence Equilbey

Water music, La grande Sarabande, Zadok the priest, Messiah, Rinaldo, Alcina, Rodelinda, Ode to Saint Cecilia, Flute
Sonata, Joseph and his brethren, L’Allegro, il penseroso, ed il moderato, Belshazzar, Il trionfo del tempo e del
disinganno, Deidamia, Theodora, Giulio Cesare, Alessandro, La Passacaille…

‘Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed Solomon King. And all the people rejoiced and said: God save the
King! Long live the King! May the King live for ever! Alleluia! Amen.’
These words were sung by the combined choirs of the Chapel Royal and Westminster Abbey at the coronation of King
George II of England on 11 October 1727. The impact of the first choral entry after a long instrumental introduction is so
unforgetta-ble that since then the anthem 'Zadok the Priest' has been sung at the Unction of each new British sovereign.
The event thus marked a consecration of sorts for its composer, born Georg Friedrich Händel in 1685 at Halle in Saxony
and transformed into George Frideric Handel, British subject, by Act of Parliament dated 20 February of that same year
1727. He was to enjoy his most lasting success with a work devoid of action and dramatic protagonists, which set out the
very basis of Christian doctrine in words drawn entirely from the Bible: 'Messiah', given its first performance in Dublin in
1742.The grandeur and sublime simplicity of the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ so moved King George II that he rose from his seat;
ever since then, it has been the tradition in Britain for the audience to stand for this movement.
Handel's 'Largo' is now synonymous with Harrods' adverts, 'Zadok' has prefaced many a Royal or sporting ceremony
and, most recently, millions watched the Royal Jubilee Pageant flotilla sail down the Thames to the 'Water Music' in an
inglorious downpour. 
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Label: NAÏVE
File Under: Classical/Secular
Vocal music
Catalogue No: V5304
Barcode: 822186053041
Normal Price
Format: 1 CD
Packaging: digipack
Nora Gubisch [mezzo-soprano]
Alain Altinoglu [piano]

RAVEL: Mélodies
Nora Gubisch
Alain Altinoglu

histoires naturelles 1906: Le Paon, Le Grillon, Le Cygne, Le Martin-Pêcheur, La Pintade 
trois chansons madécasses 1925-1926, with Magali Mosnier [flute], Jérôme Pernoo [cello]: 
Nahandove, Aoua! Il est doux 
Manteau de fleurs 1903, Noël des jouets 1905, cinq mélodies populaires grecques 1904-1906:
Chanson de la mariée, Là-bas vers l’église, Quel galant m’est comparable, 
Chanson des cueilleuses de lentisques, Tout gai! 
Tripatos 1909, Les Grands Vents venus d’outre-mer 1906 
Sur l’herbe 1907, Ronsard à son âme 1924, Rêves 1927 
deux mélodies hébraïques 1914: Kaddisch, L’énigme éternelle 

The mélodies presented here were written between 1903 and 1927. They display in exemplary fashion the different
facets of the art of Ravelian song. Some malcontents have declared them 'unclassifiable'. In fact, what is striking here is
the diversity, the eclecticism, the independence of the composer when he chooses, as encounters and opportunities crop
up, to illustrate a poem by Verlaine, to set to music the prose of Jules Renard, or to harmonise a Greek or Hebrew tune.
This footloose stroll through different times and cultures gives us an insight into the composer's inquiring mind, his
determination to follow his wishes and desires, without noisily drawing attention to himself, yet tranquilly standing his
ground in his personal world while apparently indifferent to the scandals he quite involuntarily provoked. The song texts
reflect Ravel's literary culture, his interest in and respect for literature, which had been as Integral a part of his life as
music ever since his adolescence, when, in the company of Ricardo Vines (great-great-uncle of Nora Gubisch), he
frequented the bookshops and the second-hand booksellers along the Seine.
After musical studies at the Radio France Maîtrise and piano study with Catherine Collard, mezzo-soprano Nora Gubisch
was awarded first prize for singing at the Paris Conservatoire, going on to study with Vera Rózsa, who became her
principal teacher and mentor. She quickly earned leading rôles with the Paris Opéra, La Scala, Milan, San Francisco
Opera, Salzburg, Aix-en-Provence and the BBC Proms. She has been a guest of the Vienna, New York and Munich
Philharmonic Orchestras, Dresden Staatskapelle, Orchestre de Paris and London Symphony Orchestra, with conductors
including Sir Colin Davis, Lorin Maazel, Georges Prêtre and Nikolaus Harnoncourt. She has formed a duo with pianist
and conductor, Alain Altinoglu, now her husband, and has recorded many songs.
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The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Giuseppe Sinopoli [conductor]

BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 3 'Eroica' 
RAVEL: Valses Nobles et Sentimentales
The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Giuseppe Sinopoli

It was Beethoven's original intention that his third symphony should be entitled 'Bonaparte', in honour of Napoleon
Bonaparte. But when Napoleon crowned himself 'Emperor' he became, in Beethoven's eyes, "only another tyrannical
despot". Beethoven finally named it 'Sinfonia Eroica' (Italian for Heroic Symphony) "composed in honour of a great man". 
From its title, in which two Waltz cycles by Schubert are mentioned (Valses Nobles and Valses Sentimentales), it is clear
that it was Ravel's intention to compose a sequence of waltzes based on Schubert. Like many of Ravel's works, it was
first written for piano and later orchestrated by the composer.
Recorded live at the Mann Auditorium, Tel-Aviv 18/10/1993
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Barbara Hendricks
Chris Merritt
Jose Van Dam
Choeur de l'Orchestre de Paris
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Zubin Mehta [conductor]

HAYDN: Creation
Barbara Hendricks
Chris Merritt
Jose Van Dam
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra
Zubin Mehta

Haydn's sublime 'Creation', recorded live on Christmas Day 1986 with three international superstars as the main
protagonists
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Mahler Chamber Orchestra
Kolja Blacher [solo violin[

BEETHOVEN: Violin Sonata No. 9, 'Kreuzer', arr by Richard
Tognetti
EICHBERG: Endorphin - Concerto Grosso for String Quartet & Chamber
Orchestra
Mahler Chamber Orchestra
Kolja Blacher

There are 'Kreutzer Sonatas' for violin and piano (Beethoven), as a novella (by Tolstoy) and as string quartet (by
Janácek), to name just three. Here we have a new arrangement of Beethoven's opus by Richard Tognetti, violinist,
composer and Artistic Director of the Australian Chamber Orchestra, for solo violin and strings.
Soren Nils Eichberg's 'Endorphin', a MCO commission, is dedicated to Kolja Blacher who takes on the roles of solo violin,
first violin in the quartet, and conductor, Eichberg is currently composer in residence at the Danish Radio Symphony
Orchestra but lives and works in Berlin.
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Philippe Bianconi, [piano Yamaha CFX]

DEBUSSY: 24 Preludes
Philippe Bianconi

"Debussy has always accompanied me," says  pianist about a composer among the dearest to his heart. His recording of
the Preludes has been eagerly awaited by discophiles, but Philippe Bianconi has taken his time before recording "The
quintessence of the art of Debussy." Under his  fingers, the art of Claude de France is revealed in  all its richness and
striking modernity. 

French pianist Philippe Bianconi has been described as an artist whose playing is "always close to the soul of the music,
filling the space with poetry and life" (Washington Post). After winning the Silver Medal in the Seventh Van Cliburn
International Competition, Bianconi made an acclaimed recital debut at Carnegie Hall in 1987 and, since then, has
enthralled audiences and critics throughout the world. 
Philippe Bianconi has recorded works of Ravel, Schumann and Schubert on the Lyrinx label. In 1996, his recording
featuring the Schumann Symphonic Etudes won a prestigious "Choc de la Musique" award in France. 
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Quatuor Ruggieri

George ONSLOW: String Quartets 
Op. 9 No. 3, Op.10 No. 2 & Op.21 No. 3  
Quatuor Ruggieri

André George Louis Onslow (1784–1853) was an Anglo-French composer. He was widely recognised as a gifted
composer during his lifetime but is virtually forgotten today.
His 36 string quartets and 34 string quintets were, during his own lifetime and up to the end of the 19th century, held in
the highest regard, particularly in Germany, Austria and England, where he was regularly placed in the front rank of
composers. His work was admired by both Beethoven and Schubert. Robert Schumann, perhaps the foremost music
critic during the first part of the 19th century, regarded Onslow’s chamber music as on a par with that of Mozart, Haydn
and Beethoven. Publishers such as Breitkopf & Härtel and Kistner were among many who competed to bring out his
works. Such was Onslow’s reputation that he was elected to succeed Luigi Cherubini as Director of the prestigious
Académie des Beaux-Arts, based on the excellence of his chamber music. However, after the First World War, his music,
along with that of so many other fine composers, fell into oblivion and up until 1984, the bicentennial of his birth, he
remained virtually unknown. 
This disc is the first to propose an interpretation on gut strings of  Onslow's  Quartets.
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Jean-Louis Tulou and his pupils
La flûte romantique à Paris

Jules DEMERSSEMANN: Petite fantaisie poétique, Boléro, Sonata No. 2, Op.23, Hommage à Tulou
Jean DONJON: Le chant du vent, Elégie, Etude
Jean Louis TULOU: Duo Concertant, Le café du roi, Cavatine de la Zelmira

Three composers can be heard on this recording: Jean-Louis Tulou (1786-1865) and two of his students: Jules
Demerssemann (1833-1866) and Jean Donjon (1821-1912). Tulou and Demerssemann left countless concertos and
virtuosic solo pieces and between 1832 and 1860, every obligatory test piece for the yearly exam at the Paris
Conservatoire was composed by Tulou.
These are not included here, instead, Pan Classics have chosen two types of piece: those composed for the music
connoisseur, such as the 'Petite fantaisie poétique' or the 'Boléro' by Demerssemann; and those based on virtuosic opera
arias, rewritten in 'simple' versions for flute and piano for performance in the Parisian salons, like Tulou's 'La Cavatine de
Zelmira' (in effect, a piano concerto with flute accompaniment) or 'Le café du roi'. Demerssemann's 'L'hommage à Tulou'
ends in wild variations that contrast with the beautiful, unpretentious melodic lines, which fit Godfroy's flute well. Tulou's
'Duo Concertant' op. 72 for two flutes mixes light music with serious passages that betray the influence of Beethoven. In
the score of Demerssemann's Deuxième Sonate op. 23, the tempi, character and nuances are indicated with great
precision, thus providing fascinating evidence for interpretation and playing style at that time, even if simultaneously
restricting modernday artistic expression. Lastly, we have the 'Etudes de salon et solos ou caprices pour la flûte seule' by
Jean Donjon, an advocate of the new Boehm flute and therefore a representative of the transition into the new era. 
In addition to the musical concerns which governed the selection of the repertoire, these works are interpreted on
historical instruments.  Historical fingering charts preserved in contemporary flute tutors were also instructive.
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Thierry Pécou [piano]
Ensemble Variances
Percussions Claviers de Lyon
Thierry Pécou [conductor]

Thierry PECOU: Tremendum
Soleil-Tigre, Manoa, L Arbre aux fleurs, Paseo de la Reforma, Danzón
Percussions Claviers de Lyon

This CD is the third harmonia mundi recording of music by Thierry Pécou, whose acclaimed 'Symphonie du Jaguar' won
a Diapason d'Or in 2010. This composer of Caribbean descent has consistently extended his sources of inspiration to
Latin America and notably in the direction of Mexico, of which we hear echoes in 'L'Arbre aux fleurs' and 'Soleil-Tigre'.
But it is Brazil that lies at the origin of the 'carnival' concerto 'Tremendum', the main work in the programme, presented
here in a new version specially made by Pécou for Les Percussions Claviers de Lyon.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
HMC905267 Symphonie du Jaguar
HMC901974 L'Oiseau innumerable

"In wonderfully fresh and off-beat music, Thierry Pécou (born in 1965) avoids any western classical influences in these
two works. Symphonie du Jaguar (2002) is inspired by Mayan ideas concerning time and the passage of the sun. It’s
quirky, thrilling and visceral stuff, and what a pleasure to hear new music which sounds this bold... Exuberant, virtuosic
performances, aided in the first work by the splendidly named Ensemble Zellig."
Graham Rickson, TheArtsDesk.com, 24 April 2010

"Pécou – he’s the wizard." Philip Clark, Gramophone, September 2010
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Le Trio Cercle, 
Aiyun Huang & Friends

Aiyun Huang: SAVE PERCUSSION THEATER!
with films by Hans Fjellstadt and Anton Cabaliero, surround sound with full video

Georges APERGHIS: Les guetteurs de sons (1981), Le corps à corps (1978-79)
Mauricio KAGEL: Dressur (1977), L’art bruit: solo for two (1995)
Vinko GLOBOKAR: Toucher (1973), ?Corporel (1985)
Bonus Tracks: Javier ALVAREZ: Temazcal (1984) for maracas and 4-channel tape
Jean-Pierre DROUET: Variations sur un texte de Victor Hugo (1991)

This DVD documents the pioneering percussion works from the French school of theatre music, written for and
championed by the legendary Parisian group Trio Le Cercle. These are 'French pieces', mostly written by non-French
composers whose most important work took place in Paris in the 1970's and 1980's. The cultural friction between
immigrant artists and a French culture that embraced them without completely welcoming them is apparent with every
note. This is the music of outsiders with a story to tell, where questions of belonging, control, and place are central.
Many of these works are renowned in the percussion repertoire but their combination of theatre (visual, choreographic,
architectural), with percussion makes little sense as strictly audio recordings. The visual aspect is essential to their
experience. All receive their first commercial video release performed by percussionist Aiyun Huang, who studied with
the members of Trio Le Cercle, giving authoritative performances of these works for solo through quartet. Each work is
given a unique visual treatment. Liner notes by Steven Schick and Aiyun Huang.
Among the highlights:
– Vinko Globokar’s '?Corporel' for a percussionist performing on her body as the instrument is visually arresting, and 
often discomfiting, as we watch the percussionist strike, rub, caress and slap herself. 
– In Georges Aperghis’s 'Le Corps à Corps', a disjunctive treatment of text soon renders it useless as a vehicle for
narrative, but creates instead an extraordinarily rich source of vocal incantations and drones that run parallel to the
colourful hand-drumming. 
– Mauricio Kagel's two works are large pieces of absurd theatre. In an ultimate example of the burning issues of control
and anarchy that raced through Paris of the late 1960’s like wild fire, Kagel’s 'Dressur' draws a pointed comparison
between the control over horses in the practice of dressage and the control over performers necessary to effect a
concert. 'Dressur' asks three percussionists to engage in a series of seemingly pointless and sometimes painful set of
tasks. 

Also by Aiyun Huang on Mode Records: mode171/73 XENAKIS: Percussion Works – Komboï; Persephassa  
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Gregory Beyer, Ross Karne [percussion], 
Third Coast Percussion

CAGE: The Percussion Works 2
Third Construction, Second Construction, Trio, Quartet, Living Room Music
Third Coast Percussion

John Cage’s vision of the future of music was first shaped by an  intense creative period from 1935-1942, when he wrote
many of the seminal works of percussion chamber music featured here. When he composed these works, the young
Cage was basically the same age as the members of Third Coast Percussion.
This release includes all three of the groundbreaking 'Constructions'. 'First Construction' (in Metal) utilises dozens of
metal instruments which are beaten, scraped and shaken, creating an other-worldly mixture of resonant sound unlike any
heard before it. 'Second Construction' prominently features one of Cage’s greatest inventions, the prepared piano.
Finally, 'Third Construction' brings the greatest degree of complexity and the widest range of instrumental timbres yet,
creating one of the first landmark pieces in the percussion chamber music literature.
 -There are very few recordings of the early works 'Quartet' and 'Trio'.
 -The surprisingly beautiful sounds of everyday objects come forth in Third Coast Percussion’s recording of 'Living Room
Music', recorded onsite at the futuristic Ford House in Aurora, IL, designed by one of America’s most iconoclastic
architects, Bruce Goff, in 1947. Third Coast utilizs the house itself as an instrument for the first movement.

Hailed by the Chicago Reader as “one of the finest new-music ensembles in the country,” Third Coast Percussion's
performances  have swiftly gained national attention for effortlessly combining the energy of a rock concert with the
precision and sophistication of classical chamber music.

Also available: 
MODE229 WORKS FOR PERCUSSION Volume 1: Imaginary Landscapes 
"These pioneering, experimental works chart what you might call the prehistory of electro acoustic music, and the disc is
available as a CD or a DVD, with a video documentary, high-resolution tracks, and even more alternative performances."
Irish Times
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Gregory Beyer, Ross Karne [percussion], 
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CAGE: The Percussion Works 2
Third Construction, Second Construction, Trio, Quartet, Living Room Music
Third Coast Percussion

(surround sound with full video)

John Cage’s vision of the future of music was first shaped by an  ntense creative period from 1935-1942, when he wrote
many of the seminal works of percussion chamber music featured here. When he composed these works, the young
Cage was basically the same age as the members of Third Coast Percussion.
This release includes all three of the groundbreaking 'Constructions'. 'First Construction' (in Metal) utilises dozens of
metal instruments which are beaten, scraped and shaken, creating an other-worldly mixture of resonant sound unlike any
heard before it. 'Second Construction' prominently features one of Cage’s greatest inventions, the prepared piano.
Finally, 'Third Construction' brings the greatest degree of complexity and the widest range of instrumental timbres yet,
creating one of the first landmark pieces in the percussion chamber music literature.
 -There are very few recordings of the early works 'Quartet' and 'Trio'.
 -The surprisingly beautiful sounds of everyday objects come forth in Third Coast Percussion’s recording of 'Living Room
Music', recorded onsite at the futuristic Ford House in Aurora, IL, designed by one of America’s most iconoclastic
architects, Bruce Goff, in 1947. Third Coast utilizs the house itself as an instrument for the first movement.
All works dynamically directed and filmed by Ross Karre. The DVD features surround and stereo audio.
Hailed by the Chicago Reader as “one of the finest new-music ensembles in the country,” Third Coast Percussion's
performances  have swiftly gained national attention for effortlessly combining the energy of a rock concert with the
precision and sophistication of classical chamber music.

Also available: 
MODE229 WORKS FOR PERCUSSION Volume 1: Imaginary Landscapes 
"These pioneering, experimental works chart what you might call the prehistory of electro acoustic music, and the disc is
available as a CD or a DVD, with a video documentary, high-resolution tracks, and even more alternative performances."
Irish Times
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Aki Takahashi [piano]
Marc Sabat [violin]
Stephen Clarke [piano]
Dirk Rothbrust [percussion]

Barbara MONK FELDMAN: The Northern Shore [1997]
In the Small Time of a Desert Flower [2000]
Aki Takahashi

Barbara Monk Feldman was born in Quebec, Canada. She received a Master in Music from McGill University, Montreal,
and Ph.D in Music at State University of New York at Buffalo, where she studied with Morton Feldman, to whom she was
married in 1987. This is the first monographic CD devoted to her music.

The works on this programme are part of a series of compositions that take their inspiration from nature – in particular
from aspects of nature that the composer experiences as resisting an alignment with her ideas about musical form. 
The composer writes: "At the Gaspé peninsula in Quebec where the St. Lawrence river widens into the sea, the opposite
shore appears across the water as a mirage that is either enhanced or diminished by the intensity of the light on the
water ...
I was interested in the reaction of the composer Lou Harrison to In the Small Time of a Desert Flower after we listened to
the recording of the premiere of this work, performed by Aki Takahashi, for whom the piece was written. He was very
enthusiastic and his first remark was, “The rhythm of the piece seems to come from the geography of a landscape —
something I have never heard before!”" 

The interpreters are a stellar group of new music performers: pianist Aki Takahashi who has a long connection with both
Monk Feldman’s and Morton Feldman’s music, the duo Sabat/Clarke, and percussionist Dirk Rothbrust of Ensemble
Musik Fabrik.
Both works are first recordings.
Liner notes by Barbara Monk Feldman.
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James Tenney [piano]

John CAGE: Sonatas & Interludes
James Tenney

John Cage turns 100 in 2012, and all manner of events are underway
for a worldwide celebration. Check out johncage.org for breaking news about events 

"How rare, and valuable, it is to be able to experience one composer's masterwork through the sensibility of another
significant, stylistically distinct composer – via a performance that reveals unexpected aspects of both. that is to say, an
approach to performance not as an act of self-conscious, flamboyant or dramatic interpretation, according to the
concerns of technique, expression, and projection that are at the heart of an instrumentalist’s presentation of a musical
score to an audience, but something completely different; rather, an examination of the music’s premise and complex
details from a contrasting, individual, compositional curiosity." Art Lange
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Wet Ink Ensemble
Carl Christian Bettendorf [conductor]

Katharina ROSENBERGER: Texturen
Wet Ink Ensemble
Carl Christian Bettendorf

"'Texturen' is a monumental tour de force with only a defined beginning, but no defined end and an all but continuous,
epic musical journey that flows right out of the shrill bending sound of its first electronic notes. The various sections of the
suite "each reinforcing the composer's belief in the interconnectedness of all aspects of sound" are all woven in an
endless warp of time." Raul da Gama
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