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• Special document (précommande France + International) 
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• Dedicated widget 

 

At the press launch of this year’s BBC Proms season Roger Wright (Controller, BBC Radio 3 and 
Director of the BBC Proms) announced that for the first time ever, one pianist, Paul Lewis, would 
be performing all Beethoven’s Piano Concertos, albeit with different orchestras.  
 

His complete set of the Beethoven sonatas enjoyed extraordinary acclaim in the UK, culminating 
in the prestigious ‘Recording of the Year’ award from Gramophone magazine for the fourth 
volume in 2008. Encouraged by what has now become a worldwide success, Paul Lewis has chosen 
to turn his attention to the five piano concertos with these distinguished partners. Recorded 
between July 2009 and March 2010, these interpretations paint a portrait of Beethoven full of light 
and shade.  
 

 
 
 



 
Paul Lewis studied with Joan Havill at the Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama, before going on to study privately with Alfred Brendel. 
Today, Paul Lewis is a regular guest at many of the world’s most 
prestigious venues and festivals, performing with leading orchestras and 
conductors such as Sir Colin Davis, Bernard Haitink, Christoph von 
Dohnanyi, Sir Mark Elder, Sir Charles Mackerras, Wolfgang Sawallisch, 
Sir Andrew Davis and Marin Alsop. He has given recitals across Europe 
and the United States, as well as in Japan and Australia.  
Paul Lewis has a particularly strong relationship with London’s 
Wigmore Hall, where he has appeared on more than 40 occasions and 
where he launched a Schubert cycle with tenor Mark Padmore. Their 
recording of Schubert’s Winterreise (harmonia mundi) was named ‘Disc 

of the Month’ in the November 2009 issue of Gramophone Magazine.  
Between 2005 and 2007, Paul Lewis performed all the Beethoven piano sonatas on tour in the USA and 
Europe, in tandem with his complete recording of the cycle for harmonia mundi. This project earned him 
two Gramophone Awards in 2008: Recording of the Year and Best Instrumental Recording. Paul Lewis now 
moves on to the Beethoven piano concertos, all of which he is performing at the BBC Proms in the 
summer of 2010 – the first time the complete cycle will be performed there by the same soloist in a single 
season. 
In Tune has requested a short musical extract from hm’s forthcoming recording of the Beethoven 
Piano Concertos with Paul Lewis and the BBC Symphony Orchestra conducted by Jiri 
Belohlavek, for broadcast on the programme. 
One concerto a day will be broadcast on Afternoon on 3 from Monday 31st May onwards, and 
Classical Collection will re-broadcast them all around the release date.  They’re using our masters. 
Our one-minute ‘advert’ prior to the web presentation of the BBC Music Magazine awards is 
currently online: http://www.bbcmusicmagazine.com/awards2010 and will be promoted in the 
next issue of the mag and via their newsletters. 
 
ALSO AVAILABLE:  
HMX2901902/11 BEETHOVEN Piano Sonatas / Paul Lewis [9 CDS] 

 
“Lewis has been living and breathing these sonatas in 
concert and it shows – he really does have something 
to say.  By any standards, this is a very auspicious start 
to his Beethoven cycle…. I, for one, can’t wait for the 
next instalment.” Harriet Smith, CD Review, BBC Radio 3 
 
“These performances are a transparent act of musical 
love and devotion.  Of all the modern versions of the 
sonatas Lewis’s is surely the most eloquent and 
persuasive.  And harmonia mundi’s sound is of 
demonstration quality”  Editor’s Choice,  
Gramophone, November 2007 
 

 
The Guardian – 23 April 2010 Five difficult pieces – Paul Lewis takes on Beethoven | Music  

Pianist – June 2010 Front cover feature (ties in with International Piano Series) 
BBC Music Magazine – Proms 2010 4-page interview 

International Piano – July/August 2010 Interview 
Dedicated PR by Dvora Lewis 

 
Paul Lewis at the Proms: 
21 July (BBCSO/Belohlavek) 
29 July (CBSO/Nelsons) 
5 August (Halle/Elder) 
6 Sept (RSNO/Deneve) 
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