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GVD921619 
Barcode: 8424562216198
NORMAL DVD PRICE 
Format: NTSC colour, 16:9
Sound: PCM stereo, DTS 5.0
Subtitles: French, English, German, Spanish
Rec. 2009, Runtime: 1:52

Henry PURCELL
King Arthur
Adaptation, conception & stage direction:
Corinne & Gilles Benizio (alias Shirley & Dino)

Ana Maria Labin, Chantal Santon-Jeffery (sopranos);
Mélodie Ruvio (mezzo-soprano);
Mathias Vidal (countertenor); Marc Mauillon (tenor);
Joao Fernandes (bass, King Arthur);
Le Concert Spirituel / Hervé Niquet (direction)

And now for something completely different ...
For its first DVD release Glossa has chosen a verita-
ble spectacular, combining the strong creative ideas
represented by one of its established artistic teams in
Hervé Niquet and Le Concert Spirituel, the hugely-
successful French comedy duo of Shirley and Dino
(Corinne and Gilles Benizio in real life), a film director

in Olivier Simonnet with proven experience in the music of the Baroque
and a masterpiece of a dramatic operatic score in Henry Purcell's King
Arthur.
The production got firmly into gear after Hervé Niquet had parked 
himself in front of the motorbike of Gilles Benizio, just as the comedian
was about to speed off at the end of a 'Shirley et Dino' show, and had
requested that the Benizios should become the stage directors for King
Arthur in Montpellier. Soon, apparently the music and stage directors
found that they held shared tastes in humour, even unto the nonsensical
and surrealist elements of Monty Python and its Flying Circus.
The new plot with its series of individual scenes even now allows for the
role of King Arthur himself (assumed here by João Fernandes) as well as
the comic sketches starring Shirley et Dino and other members of the
cast - even the musical director gets his turn on the stage, rather than in
the pit.
The production was staged and recorded last year at the
Opéra de Montpellier in France where Le Concert Spirituel
has been in residence since 2006.

“Early music conductor Hervé Niquet and his musically
ultra chic Concert Spirituel were drawn into the fray,
hapless, helpless and superfluous as orchestras so
often  are in operatic organization, with conductor
Niquet taking full advantage of the rare opportunity to
take himself center stage, making  himself the star of
the show as best he could - holding forth with
vaudeville songs and schtick.  The venerable maestro
was upstaged only by Dino's mute rendition of the
famed French chanson "Mexico," and Shirley and Dino's skiing across the stage uttering 
nonsensical German sounding sounds.” musicweb on the Montpellier production
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2056958 
Barcode: 880242569585
NORMAL DVD PRICE 

NTSC 16:9, PCM Stereo, DD 5.1, DTS 5.1
Region code: 0

Original language: Spanish
Subtitles: English, French, Spanish, Japanese

Booklet Notes: French, German, English
Running time: 100 mins + 9 mins (Bonus)

2056954
Barcode: 880242569547

BLURAY DVD PRICE
NTSC 16:9, PCM 2.1, PCM 5.1

Region code:All

EL SISTEMA - Music to Change Life
Music by RAVEL, MUNOZ, GUTIERREZ, PRADO, MARGUEZ,
TCHAIKOVSKY, MÁRQUEZ, RAVEL, BEETHOVEN, MENDOZA,
PIAZZOLLA, GINASTERA, HERNÁNDEZ, BERNSTEIN & YÁNEZ
A film by Paul Smaczny and Maria Stodtmeier
With José Antonio Abreu, Gustavo Dudamel,
Simón Bolívar Youth Orchestra

'El Sistema',Venezuela's revolutionary system of music
education, brings joy and hope to the lives of hundreds of
thousands of impoverished children.
This lyrical and very moving documentary takes us from
the rubbish dumps and barrios of Caracas to the world's
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finest concert halls. Children from streets dominated by the
gun battles of gang warfare are taken into music schools, given
access to music, and taught through the model of the 
symphony orchestra how to build a better society and a 
better world.
Gustavo Dudamel is the most prominent pupil of 'El Sistema',
now named as the LA Philharmonic's music director as of the
2009-2010 season.
'El Sistema' shows how Venezuelan visionary, musician and
economist, Jose Antonio Abreu, has changed the lives of 
hundred of thousands of children over the past three
decades.Abreu earned several renowned prizes for his 
achievements,including the Crystal Award of the World
Economic Forum, the TED Prize and recently the Polar Music
Prize, given by the Royal Swedish Academy of Music.

In Harmony is the UK's £3 million programme funded by the
Department for Children, Schools and Families, inspired by the 
hugely successful El Sistema model and aimed also at using
music to bring positive change to the lives of very young 
children in some of the most deprived areas of England and
delivering benefits across the wider community. It is chaired by
world renowned cellist, Julian Lloyd-Webber and currently runs projects in Lambeth, Norwich and
Liverpool. Julian Lloyd Webber lends his support to the El Sistema DVD and to help make the link
clear between El Sistema and In Harmony. Lloyd Webber plans to participate in a fact-finding trip
to Venezuela during Winter ‘09 and to meet Jose Antonio Abreu and his dedicated staff after which he
will announce his findings to UK media.



The first DVD tribute to the German choreographer Pina Bausch, 1940-2009,
whose bleak vision changed the face of European dance

BAC044
Barcode: 3760115 300446
NORMAL PRICE DVD 
Color, 16/9, NTSC - PCM STEREO, DOLBY
DIGITAL 5.1, DTS 5.1
BAC444
Barcode: 3760114 304444
NORMAL PRICE BLURAY
Color, 16/9 - PCM STEREO, DTS HD
MASTER AUDIO 5.1
Le ballet : 104 minutes
Subtitles : FR, ENG, DE, SP, IT

CHRISTOPH W. GLUCK 
ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE
Sung in German
Choreography and Stage Direction: Pina Bausch 
Set, costume and lighting designs: Rolf Borzik
OrpheusYann Bridard (ballet);
Maria Riccarda Wesseling (opera)
Eurydice Marie-Agnès Gillot (ballet);
Julia Kleiter (opera)
Amor Miteki Kudo (ballet ); Sunhae Im (opera)
Ballet de l'Opéra national de Paris;
Balthasar-Neumann Chor & Ensemble / 
Thomas Hengelbrock (conductor)
Filmed in HD at the Palais Garnier February 2008

Orpheus and Eurydice is Pina Bausch's masterpiece and the
ultimate symbol of the genius of this German 
choreographer, who died last June, five days after being 
diagnosed with cancer.
Bausch was the artistic director of the Tanztheater
Wuppertal, which she founded in 1973. She had a formidable
international reputation as one of modern dance's greatest
innovators. Her dance-theatre works include the 
melancholic Café Müller (1978), in which dancers stumble

around the stage crashing into tables and chairs, and a thrilling Rite of Spring (1975), which required the stage
to be completely covered with soil. Excerpts from Bausch's Café Müller and another of her works, Masurca
Fogo, reached a wider audience when they were featured in Pedro Almodóvar's film Talk to Her (2002).
Bausch also appeared in Federico Fellini's 1983 film And the Ship Sails On. In recent months, she had been
preparing a 3-D cinema project with Wim Wenders; shooting was slated to commence in September.
Bausch continued to perform as a dancer throughout her 60s. Her company last visited the UK in 2008 for
a sold-out series of performances, drawing long queues for returns at Sadler's Wells in London. Guardian
critic Judith Mackrell gave the show a five-star review, praising Bausch's ability to "combine movement of
shocking visceral intensity with stage visions of often hallucinogenic strangeness".

"Pina Bausch's production of Gluck's Orpheus and Eurydice, one of the most beautiful 
contemporary works to grace the stage of the Palais Garnier, is a masterpiece. It is a combination
of music, opera, classical drama and dance merged into one sublime and balanced whole."
Culturekiosque.com

"She was an artist of the kind that the world is only blessed with from time to time. Her repertoire of
works has inspired generations of audiences and artists with an impact that is hard to 
overestimate." Alistair Spalding, artistic director, Sadler's Wells
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2057758
Barcode: 880242577580
NORMAL DVD PRICE

NTSC 16:9, PCM Stereo,
DD 5.1, DTS 5.1

Region code: 0
Booklet Notes: English, German, French

Running time: 103 mins
Audience: all

RATTLE CONDUCTS TCHAIKOVSKY,
STRAVINSKY AND RACHMANINOV
TCHAIKOVSKY The Nutcracker Op. 71;
STRAVINSKY Le Sacre du Printemps
RACHMANINOV Piano concerto No.3
Yefim Bronfman (piano);
Berlin Philharmonic / Sir Simon Rattle (conductor)

The famous annual Berlin Phil Open-Air concert at the
Berlin Waldbühne is attended by more than 20,000 
people.The atmosphere is unique and unconventionally
relaxed. People bring champagne, salmon and caviar,
making the Waldbühne a giant picnic area. Candles are
lit, transforming the area into an atmospheric venue for
some of the most popular pieces of classical music.
The 2009 programme has a Russian feel to it, with 
classic pieces by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov and

Stravinsky; three pieces of the core repertoire, among the most popular ones.
Yefim Bronfman, an artist of international reputation and specialist in the Russian repertoire, achieves a brilliant
performance of Rachmaninov's 3rd concerto.This is a superb summer night in Berlin - not only for fans of
classical music.

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
2056798 Borodin / Mussorgsky / Shostakovich
"a sophisticated Russian New Year's Eve event from Berlin…the brushstrokes are accomplished and
always thoughtful" ****/****BBC Music

"Technically speaking this is an outstanding issue…picture quality and colour balance are 
exceptional…the sound-picture [is] clear and truthfully balanced…The Berlin Philharmonic's playing is
as impressive as ever…Simon Rattle is as charismatic as ever…it is a joy to watch him  engaging so
obviously with Borodin's languorous Oriental melodies…" IRR 

2053659 Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1, Piano Quartet Barenboim/BPO/Rattle
2056978 Berlin Philharmonic European Concert Stravinsky; Bruch; Beethoven BPO/Rattle 
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2072458
Barcode: 880242724588
2 DVDs 
NTSC 16:9, PCM Stereo, Dolby Digital 5.1,
DTS 5.1
Region Code: 0
Original language: Italian
Subtitles: English, German, French, Italian
Booklet Notes: English, German, French
Running Time: 129 mins + 54 mins Documentary
German FSK: 6

Gaetano DONIZETTI
Lucrezia Borgia
Edita Gruberova, Pavol Breslik, Franco Vassallo,
Alice Coote, Steven Humes,
Chor der Bayerischen Staatsoper,
Bayerisches Staatsorchester / 
Bertrand de Billy (conductor)
Gregor Raquet (Stage Music Director) 
Recorded live Nationaltheater, Munich, July 2007
BONUS: The Art of Bel Canto - 
Edita Gruberova A Portrait
an empathic portrait of the Queen of coloratura, Edita
Gruberova, prima donna assoluta.

"The raison d'etre of this new production of Lucrezia Borgia at the Bayerische Staatsoper is undoubtedly the
great Edita Gruberova. Sopranos come and go, but there is always Edita, who has been in front of the public
for almost forty years and still going strong, thank you very much.At the age of 62, many of her 
contemporaries would likely have retired to a teaching post somewhere, or at least moved on to the old
ladies, the maids, the witches, and other assorted "character roles" in opera, or disappeared from public
view altogether. Not Edita Gruberova, who remains the undisputed Queen of Bel Canto. …Her coloratura -
and the seemingly infinite variations in dynamics - is as amazing as ever. …Lucrezia is not exactly a charming
character, poisoning everyone in sight, but Gruberova managed to make her sympathetic.The final scene was
a vocal and dramatic tour de force that one rarely encounters these days.
She was well partnered by a fellow Slovak, tenor Pavel Breslik, who was an exceptionally fine Gennaro.
Celebrated in Mozart, I wasn't prepared for his idiomatic Italian, his plangent timbre and stylish yet heart-on-
sleeve singing/acting was an unalloyed pleasure. Looking handsome and youthful, he complemented the
soprano perfectly…he is a natural candidate for any director wanting to show some flesh onstage, witness
his Idamante last season. Christof Loy had him scraping a knee, taking off his shirt ostensibly to wipe off the
blood.Another example - the libretto calls for Gennaro to destroy Lucrezia's coat of arms. In this 
contemporary production, it was replaced by her name in large illuminated letters attached to the gray
background. Gennario rips the B off her name and throws it on the stage floor - rather amusing as "ORGIA"
remains on the wall, the implications of which rather unmistakable.
The production is extremely pared-down, with really no set to speak of, a bare stage save for a few office
chairs.Yet there is something to be said about this approach, as it allows one to focus on the emotional and
dramatic core of the work. ...Ultimately this is a vehicle for the prima donna so nothing else really matters,
especially when the diva delivered in spades like last evening…The third vocal standout was British mezzo
Alice Coote as Maffio Orsini.The Gennaro-Maffio duet was a highlight of the evening…her Act Two 
extended scena was terrific.
This is a much-see show for Gruberova fans and anyone into diva worship" scena.org 
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2056334
Barcode: 880242563347

NORMAL BLURAY PRICE 
1080i 16:9, PCM 2.0; PCM 5.1

Subtitles: German, English, French, Spanish
102 mins

all audiences (FSK 0)

ABBADO CONDUCTS MAHLER:
SYMPHONY NO.3
Anna Larsson,Arnold Schoenberg Choir Vienna,
Tölzer Knabenchor; Lucerne Festival Orchestra / 
Claudio Abbado (conductor)
Recorded live at the Concert Hall of the Culture and
Convention Centre Lucerne, 19 August 2007

The best-selling Medici Arts DVD on the label now
released on Blu-ray Disc.

2056338 Mahler 3 / Abbado [DVD] 
"Here is the Lucerne Festival Orchestra performance
that Abbado brought to the 2007 Proms. Judging by
this DVD the praise lavished on it was justified:
Abbado draws a reading of such commitment, 
technical polish and interpretative acuity that you can only marvel at Mahler's musical-
metaphysical vision and Abbado's sensitive shaping of it. … The secret of his art, 
beautifully underlined here, is not to impose a tyro-personality on music or orchestra, but
to give his musicians space to express themselves. In that sense this Mahler 3 has an
echt-Mahlerian aura, suggesting struggle, discord and beauty as part of an indivisible, 
mystical whole. Reviewers last summer described it as an "unrepeatable musical event". 
Well, here's the repeat, to be savoured, admired, cherished." Financial Times

"Abbado's performance of this work at last year's
Proms was the highlight of the season: all the 
reviewers were unanimous. Illness prevented him
from then conducting it in New York (Boulez took
over) but now we can see the 2007 Lucerne concert
performance and marvel at its comprehensiveness
and refinement. This really is the world's greatest
chamber group, as Abbado intended it to be!" 
Hi-Fi News

"Easily the greatest orchestral music-
making of the 21st century so
far…Abbado does not put a foot
wrong…so engaging and flawless"  
BBC Music Magazine 5 stars 
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2056774
Barcode: 880242567741
NORMAL BLURAY PRICE 
1080i 16:9, PCM 2.0, DTS-HD Master Audio
Booklet Notes: English, German, French
Running Time: 198 mins
Audiences: all audiences (FSK 0)

DANIEL BARENBOIM:
BEETHOVEN PIANO CONCERTOS 1 - 5
Staatskapelle Berlin / 
Daniel Barenboim (piano and conductor)

Recorded live at the prestigious Klavier-Festival Ruhr in May
2007, this DVD recording reflects both a very individual and 
special reading of Beethoven's music and the artist's life-long
dedication to the composer.

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
2055528 BARENBOIM Beethoven Symphony 9 / Leonore Ov.

Editor's Choice Classic FM Magazine June 2009 - 5 stars
"Watching Barenboim at work…shows just how much he cares about these musicians…A very slow
opening to the slow movement retains life and breath, thanks to the conductor's fluid phrasing and
the orchestra's attention to details of articulation and dynamics…Michael Beyer's film captures the
results well…"

"surprisingly satisfying…The young musicians in the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra play with all the
mastery and commitment of a great orchestra and in the last movement of the Ninth Symphony
they are joined by a fine team of soloists and a quite magnificent chorus…powerfully
impressive…superb sound" BBC MUSIC 4 stars performance / 5 stars picture and sound

3078384
Barcode: 899132001005
NORMAL BLURAY PRICE £19.99
1080i 16:9, PCM 2.0, DTS-HD Master Audio
Original Language: Czech, Subtitles: English, German, French
101 mins (Opera) + 20 mins (Bonus)
all audiences (FSK 0)

Leoš JANÁCEK - The Cunning Little Vixen
Elena Tsallagova; Jukka Rasilainen; Michele Lagrange;
David Kuebler; Roland Bracht; Paul Gay;
Hannah Esther Minutillo;
Orchestra, Chorus & Atelier Lyrique of Opera National de Paris
Recorded live at the Opera Bastille in Paris Oct/Nov 2008
+Bonus:An encounter backstage at the Paris Opera with
Gerard Mortier,Andre Engel and Elena Tsallagova

"Enchanting staging…The sound is splendid, the video
direction simply fabulous.  Everyone, Tsallagova above all,
responds beautifully to close-ups…make sure your whole
family enjoys it with you!! IRR

harmonia mundi  UK- released November 30th 2009 



File under: Jazz

harmonia mundi UK Ltd, 45 Vyner Street, London E2 9DQ
(tel) 020 8709 9500   (fax) 020 8709 9501   (email) sales.uk@harmoniamundi.com

NNEEWW  RREELLEEAASSEESS
30th November

MASTERS OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
THE STORY OF JAZZ
Medici Arts 2057158 880242571588
MID PRICE DVD          
• The Story of Jazz puts the crown on the brilliant, highly acclaimed Masters of
American Music Series, which has profiles some of the music’s pivotal figures: John
Coltrane, Sarah Vaughan, Miles Davis, Count Basie, Thelonious Monk, Billie Holiday
and Charlie Parker. The film places these important artists into historical context,
allowing us to see them in the proper perspective.
• The Story of Jazz is also a captivating trek through the stylistic changes that have
kept jazz so fresh for all these years: New Orleans traditions, Stride, Swing, Boogie
Woogie, Big Band, Jump Band, the singers, the dancers, the blues, Bebop, Afro-
Cuban, Cool, Free-form...
• It also adds to the list such equally vital innovators as Coleman Hawkins, Ornette
Coleman, Lester Young, Ella Fitzgerald, Jelly Roll Morton, Benny Goodman, Charles
Mingus, Duke Ellington and Dizzy Gillespie... and the
personal first-hand observations of dozens of great jazz artists.
• Never before have the filmed comment of so many important jazz artists been
assembled for one project, and never before has the history of jazz been told as
vividly and with such attention to historic detail. A wonder!

Masters of American Music is an award-winning television series of ten shows that celebrate a
pantheon of the greatest innovators in Jazz. Both the video and audio content now has been
restored and remastered in accordance with state-of-the-art specifications, employing award-winning
tools exclusively for this production. Produced by Toby Byron, it was the first TV series devoted to
Jazz. Individual programmes trace the lives and works of master musicians who defined the course
of America's classical music. From its birth in New Orleans, to swing, the big bands, bebop, free
Jazz and beyond: all of it is explored with sensitivity and in unique depth.

The first five of ten DVDs are now available
All titles are LIMITED EDITION and NEWLY DIGITALLY REMASTERED

Picture format DVD: NTSC 4:3
Sounds formats DVD: PCM Mono 2.0
Region code: 0
Languages: English, German, French
Booklet notes: English
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harmonia mundi UK Ltd, 45 Vyner Street, London E2 9DQ
(tel) 020 8709 9500   (fax) 020 8709 9501   (email) sales.uk@harmoniamundi.com

NNEEWW  RREELLEEAASSEESS
30th November

MASTERS OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
SATCHMO - LOUIS ARMSTRONG
Medici Arts 2057088 880242570888
MID PRICE DVD                                                               88 mins
• Satchmo. There are very few people in the USA – or the world – who would not
recognize that name. Born at the turn of the century, Louis Armstrong was a living
symbol of twentieth-century American Culture. He revolutionized the world of music
and became one of the nation’s most influential entertainers.
• This definitive film portrait is comprised of a carefully selected group of Armstrong’s
best performances – from Hollywood feature films to on-tour footage, from interna-
tional television appearances to home movies – encompassing his entire career. The
narrative features Armstrong telling his own story in interviews spanning over forty
years. Satchmo also contains on-camera interviews with many people touched by
Armstrong – contemporaries, friends, collaborators, record producers, sidemen,
younger musicians – including Dexter Gordon, Dave Brubeck, Doc Cheatham,
Wynton Marsalis and over a dozen others!
• The producers were granted exclusive access to Armstrong’s house and an exten-
sive cache of personal papers, manuscripts, diaries, scrapbooks, homemade tape
recordings, and photographs never before seen by the public.
• The result is a movie as entertaining as the man was himself!

MASTERS OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
CELEBRATING BIRD - THE TRIUMPH OF CHARLIE PARKER
Medici Arts 2057078 880242570789
MID P 59 mins
• Celebrating Bird: The triumph of Charlie Parker is the first and only authorized doc-
umentary about one of the great legends in American music.
• A virtuoso saxophonist, Parker – nicknamed Bird – created a new style of jazz
before his death at 34. Celebrating Bird is the story of a musical era. It shows how
the Swing Era gave way to bebop, and how Parker used the tradition of jazz to fash-
ion a startling and innovative music. Parker’s life is traced from Kansas City, Kansas,
where he was born in 1920 to his ascendancy as a pioneer in the New York jazz
scene of the 1950s.
• The documentary includes a treasury of film clips, featuring Count Basie, Art Tatum,
Louis Armstrong, Kenny Clarke, Lester Young, among others and interviews of his
first wife, Rebecca Parker Davis, for the first time on camera, of Chan Parker, his
companion during his last year, and of Dizzy Gillespie, drummers Roy Haynes and
Roy Porter, critic Leonard Feather...
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harmonia mundi UK Ltd, 45 Vyner Street, London E2 9DQ
(tel) 020 8709 9500   (fax) 020 8709 9501   (email) sales.uk@harmoniamundi.com

NNEEWW  RREELLEEAASSEESS
30th November

MASTERS OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
LADY DAY - THE MANY FACES OF BILLIE HOLIDAY
Medici Arts 2057098 880242570987
MID P 59 mins
• Aimed at the aficionado and novice alike, this documentary swings, both visually
and aurally. What a Little Moonlight Can Do, You can’t Take That Away From Me,
Lover Man, On the Sunny Side of the Street, God Bless the Child, Strange Fruit, Fine
and Mellow, and Swing, Brother, Swing (among many others) all come brilliantly to
life on the screen.
• Most presentations of Billie Holiday, whether in picture or in word, feature Billie
Holiday as the sad victim of hard times and hard drugs. With such a stark outline, it’s
no wonder that she is remembered more for her sensational exploits than for the sin-
gle fact of her life that matters above all others: that she was a great artist who,
along with Louis Armstrong, invented modern jazz singing.
• The clips include Fine and Mellow, 1957, often called the greatest short film in jazz;
New Orleans, 1946; as well as rare footage of Holiday on TV in England and in the
United States; and – rarest of all – the Basie Band of 1937 on Randall’s Island, New
York.

MASTERS OF AMERICAN MUSIC 
THELONIOUS MONK - AMERICAN COMPOSER
Medici Arts 2057118 880242571182
MID PRICE DVD                     59 mins
• Pianistic ringleader of the bebop revolution, Thelonious Monk is maybe Jazz’ major
composer after Duke Ellington.
• With Thelonious Monk III as an integral on-screen presence, we investigate the
artistry of Thelonious Monk. The filmmakers visit the neighborhoods in which Monk
lived and played – first, growing up on San Juan Hill in Manhattan; Minton’s
Playhouse in Harlem; the famed 52nd St., as well as West 63rd St. in Manhattan,
which has been renamed Thelonious Sphere Monk Street.
• Thelonious Monk explored an unorthodox musical talent with a totally unorthodox
fingering at the piano. In the early fifties, Monk’s music and his recordings were mis-
understood and ignored. But the recordings continued to show growth. Rediscovered
in the late ‘50s, following his heralded engagements at the Five Spot in New York,
Monk was now employing a young tenor titan, John Coltrane. Compositions like
Round Midnight, Straight, No Chaser, Ruby, My Dear, Well, You Needn’t, Crepuscule
with Nellie, Blue Monk, are standards and covered by hundreds of artists the world
over.
• The director, Matthew Seig, ex-aide to master director, Robert Altman, brings his
insightful cinematic gifts to the production, and illuminates Thelonious Monk as never
before.




